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A Brief Introduction

This book, from the background of the scientific and techno-
logical development of the late Ming society, observes Zhu Zaiyu’s
scientific and ideological activities throughout his life. On the ba-
sis of the research about the theory and content of Zhu Zaiyu’s
“ twelve-tone equal temperament” and its theoretical achieve-
ment, the author objectively evaluates Zhu’s scientific spirit and
thoughts which reflected the color of the modern time, and evalu-
ates the characteristics of Zhu’s life philosophy and aesthetic
thoughts. From the angle of the comparison among European mod-
ern scientific revolution, the Renaissance, and the ideological
trend of the late Ming society, the author points that it would still
be difficult for the late Ming society to go out of the Middle Ages,
because modern science and culture would not emerge out of the

social condition of the late Ming dynasty.
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