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This book is written with the needs of those aspirant SAT test takers in mind. It is NOT
compiled as an exhaustive listing of all the meanings of the words included in the SAT
vocabulary, a task better left to an authoritative dictionary such as the
Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (11" edition) or the American Heritage
Dictionary of the English Language. This book is more of a workbook that aims to
familiarize students with the meanings and usages usually tested in real SAT verbal
sections. As such the book is test-focused and results-oriented. If you are one of those
self-motivated students who are looking to build a strong vocabulary in order to boost
their SAT verbal test scores, this is the book for you.

The 3500-odd words included in this book are selected from the various well-known
SAT prep publications, representing the most up-to-date approximation of the body of
words most likely to be tested on SAT. As they are drawn from muiltiple sources, the
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chances of judgmental bias or important words being left uncovered are minimized.

The entries in the book are organized into 74 word lists, each consisting of 35 to 45
words. Words are allotted to these lists randomly, instead of following an alphabetical
order. This seemingly haphazard sequence is taken to give students an alternative
approach to building up their SAT vocabulary. Feedback from students at IVY 100
Education has been positive. Many students who used to memorize SAT words
alphabetically find the new approach a refreshing change.

In line with the book’s emphasis on test preparation and results, only those meanings
and usages that frequently appear in SAT are provided and explained in the word lists.
This selectivity is favored to ensure focus. In addition, practice exercises in the form of
word-box questions and multiple-choice questions are provided at the end of each
word list to give students sample contexts within which to understand and memorize
the words. Our experience with students over the years has borne out the theory that a
good way of learning new words is to put them in a meaningful and easily visualized
context: once a word is connected to a visual image in the mind, chances are it is going
to stay.

In writing the practice questions, we have drawn sentences primarily from Western
sources. Among writers quoted are Thucydides, Francis Bacon, Adam Smith,
Shakespeare, William M. Thackeray, Bernard Shaw, Voltaire, Victor Hugo, Virginia Woolf,
Jack London, and Henry D. Thoreau, to name a few. Contemporary journalism is
another important source; newspapers and popular magazines cited include 7/e New-
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Newsweek, BusinessWeek,
The New Yorker, The Huffington Post, The New York Review of Books, Forbes, The Los
Angeles Times, The Guardian/Observer, The Economist, The Global and Mail, and so on.
We have authored a good percentage of the sentences where appropriate. The
remaining ones are selected from other miscellaneous sources. Subject matters
covered in these sentences range from history, literature, art, music, biology and
sciences to economics, politics, philosophy, religion, sociology, psychology, archeology,
anthropology, ecology and so forth. The intention is to mimic the content and types of
questions students will encounter in the real SAT so that they are sufficiently exposed
and prepared for the test by using this book.

To help students get the most value out of the book, we have provided an index at the
back of the book. The index, which lists all the words covered in alphabetical order and



references them to the pages in which they appear, is intended as a useful tool by
which students can easily navigate themselves through the pages of the book. With the
help of this index, students can quickly locate the word they would like to look up and
practice using it in the context of a sentence in the referenced page(s). The index
essentially turns the book into a mini-dictionary of SAT vocabulary.

We hope you will enjoy using the book.
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Acronyms, Abbreviations

and Labels

1. Labels

The following labels are used to indicate parts of speech in the explanations of each
word in the word lists:

adj. adjective

aav. adverb

n noun

prep. preposition

pl. plural (for nouns)
sg. singular (for nouns)
v verb

I1. Acronyms and Abbreviations

Acronyms and abbreviations that appear throughout the book are listed below in
alphabetical order:

ACAS Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service (UK)
A.D. since the birth of Christ

AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome

AlIG American International Group, Inc.

B.C. before (the birth of) Christ
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BA

BBC

BMW

BP

BPA

BYU

CBOT

cCrv

CFL

CNN

CNBC

ECB

EPC

ESOL

EU

FDA

Fed

FINRA

FTC

GDP

British Airways
British Broadcasting Corporation

Bayerische Motoren Werke AG (literally English: Bavarian Motor Works), a
German automobile and engine manufacturing company founded in 1916

British Petroleum

Bisphenol A, an organic compound used in the manufacture of certain
plastics

Brigham Young University

Chicago Board of Trade

China Central Television

compact fluorescent lamp

Cable News Network (the United States)

the Consumer News and Business Channel, a satellite and cable television
business news channel in the United States

the European Central Bank

Emergency Pre-hospital Care

English for speakers of other languages

the European Union

the Food and Drug Administration (of the United States)

Federal Reserve Bank (the nominal U.S. central bank despite its private
ownership)

the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc., a U.S. private
corporation that acts as a self-regulatory organization

the Federal Trade Commission, a U.S. agency for consumer protection

the gross domestic product, the amount of all goods and services
produced in a year, in a country
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GOP

GRC
HSE
iBM
IGT
IMF
IRS

KGB

KKR

KPMG

L/C

LDP
NATO
NHS

MLP

OPEC

the Grand Old Party, a commonly used term to refer to the Republican
Party, one of the two major contemporary political parties in the United
States, along with the Democratic Party

group representation constituency (Singapore)

Health, Safety and Environment

International Business Machines

impaired glucose tolerance, a term associated with diabetes
the International Monetary Fund

the Internal Revenue Service

the common abbreviation for Komitet gosudarstvennoy bezopasnosti
(Russian words for Committee for State Security), the national security
agency of the former Soviet Union from 1954 until 1991

KKR & Co. L.P. (formerly known as Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.), a
global private equity firm specializing in leveraged buyouts, based in New
York, N.K.

one of the largest professional services firms in the world and one of the
Big Four auditors, along with Deloitte, Ermnst & Young (EY), and
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwWC)

letter of credit, a standard commercial document issued mostly by a
financial institution used primarily in trade finance, which usually
provides an irrevocable payment undertaking

Liberal Democratic Party (the Japanese ruling party)
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization
National Health Service (of the United Kingdom)

Master Limited Partnership, a corporate organizational structure that
combines the tax benefits of a limited partnership with the liquidity of
publicly traded securities

Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries
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SEC

SME

TPG

WHO

UEFA

UK

UN

UNAMID

UPM

the Securities and Exchange Commission
small and medium sized enterprise

TPG Capital (formerly Texas Pacific Group), one of the largest private
equity investment firms

World Health Organization

World Trade Organization

the Union of European Football Associations

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
the United Nations

the African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur, a joint
African Union and United Nations peacekeeping mission formally
approved by UN Security Council Resolution 1769 on July 31, 2007 to
bring stability to the war-torn Darfur region of Sudan

UPM-Kymmene Oyj (usually referred to simply as UPM), a Finnish pulp,
paper and timber manufacturer
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