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Unit One
Education out of School

For years,children in the industrial areas of Europe and America seldom left their
smoky cities to see the beauties of the countryside. Not that thé woods and fields were
always far away,but they were too far from the city to permit people. to make a round
trip between morning and nightfall. What’s more, factory work_érs did not have enough
money to send their children on country holidays away from home. .

In 1907,a young German schoolmaster had an idea which changed this state of af- -
fairs. He decided to turn his little schoolhouse into a dormitory for the summer holidays.
Anyone who brought his sleeping bag and cooking equipment along could stay there for
a very small amount of money. The idea was a success. A few years later,the school-
house was far too small to hold the many young people who wanted to stay there. Conse-
quently,a dormitory was set up in an old castle nearby. This was the first Youth Hostel.

Today, young students and workers of every country can meet in the hostels and get
to know each other. When young people arrive at a hostel, they have only to show their
card of membership in a hostel organization in their own country. This card will permit
them to use the facilities of hostels all over the world for a minimum price.

Often, at the evening meal, a group of boys and girls of different ages, from vari-
dus parts of the country or the world,will happen to meet at the same hostel. They may
put their provisions together and prepare a dinner with a wide variety of dishes oﬁ the
menu. Such a meal would certainly be more interesting and plentiful than the meal that
one or two students alone could prepare. ) ‘

Sometimes an informal program will be organized after the meal, with dances,
songs,or short talks followed by a question period. One can learn a lot of things about
other places, just by meeting people who come from those places. Hence,a few weeks
spent “hosteling”can be just as useful a part of one’s education as classes in school.

Since the end of World War I, hostels have been opened in Africa and Asia. To-
day,there are thousands of centers in 62 countries on five continents. These hostels have
facilities for more than 250,000 young people,who can travel to different parts of their
own country or the world, without spending a lot of méney. There will soon be over two
million members of the Youth Hostel organization all over the world. Consequently,
more hostels are constantly being opened.

In today’s world,where so much depends on understanding between nations,hostels
are extremely important, They are more than convenient places for young travellers to
spend the night,because they also give people the opportunity to meet and learn about

3.



each other. A first-hand contact with youths of other lands can be worth far more than
lectures or books.

Many groups of young people volunteer to serve at a work camp ,without pay,dur-
ing their summer holidays. There they spend several weeks or months working eight
hours a day. In their free time they see the country, meet the people,and have discus-
sions about world problems and problems of the region where they are working. At the
same time,those young people working in a foreign country can learn the language of the
people who work with them. ‘

In Peru,for example,a thousand university students responded enthusiastically to
their President’s appeal that they spend two months of their vacation working in isolated
villages in the Andes Mountains. Many of these students have thus become aware of
conditions in their country of which they were unaware before. The Peruvian students
have been joined by a small group of volunteers from Europe and the United States.

These students teach the people of the Andes how to read and write,how to take
care of their water supply,and how to better care for their farms and animals. They also
give medical and dental care to the villagers. They may even build community buildings,
such as schools ,or repair roads,bridges and houses in places where the people cannot af-
ford to do such things themselves.

Such volunteer groups do not work only in the “poor” areas of Latin America,
Africa and Asia,but also in the “rich” countries of Europe and America. Even the most
fortunate countries have large numbers of people who have not been able to find decent
jobs or housing. When the volunteer workers come to a community,building community
centers and playgrounds,organizing clubs and games for the children and young people,
the formerly hopeless and discouraged members of the community see that all is not
lost. Because of the work of volunteers,many small communities are learning that they
can and should solve their problems themselves. They are discovering that they have the
right to ask certain things of the local or national governments. Some villagers discover,
for the first time,the joys and advantages of working together and putting together their
money to build things the community needs.

The fact that someone is interested enough to come to such villages and help them
often works wonders. The people of the community become interested in helping them-
selves. They become less discouraged when they realize that they themselves can help
make a better future. Even after the volunteers have gone, the villagers often keep in

touch with their new friends.

New Words & Expressions

smoky /'smauki/ a. EHH:BEHN HEREHK
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sleeping bag (EF 4N ELR

consequently /'konsikwentli/ ad. [HTH .U

hostel /'hostel/ n. FHEE: ERIMDELERE

the Youth Hostel () (BRELRITEEEMDEEHR
membership /'membafip/ n. BAFHK, SRFEHK: KSR
facility /fo'siliti/ n. CRAEIWE, THE:TE.®H
minimum /'minimam/ n. & a. B/NEED) B ED RS ED
provision /pra'vigen/ n. (HHAEIGEH BRE.BY &3
menu /'menju:/ n. FEHE R, FEF

plentiful /'plentiful/ e. E#HH,.EEZHN:EMN

first-hand a. CRIES)FE—FH.FHN; RN

volunteer /wolan'tia/ v.& n. HEEGEH)

Peru /pa'rui/ n. FBWECRTEWMD

Peruvian /pa'ruivien/ a.& n. FEH;BEAGED
respond /ris'pond/ v. WRN ;HRR

enthusiastically /in8ju:zi'sstikali/ ad. $hEUHL, T HE
appeal /o'pil/ n. & v. TPIF;ER

the Andes Mountains 2258 37 L0 bk CRF S $1D

care for %'W&ﬁ@i,gﬁ’lﬁﬁ

decent /'disnt/ a. &FFAH EEH, REH

Notes

(D Not that the woods and fields were always far away,but they were too far from the
city to permit people to make a round trip between morning and nightfall. # A& HE K
HAM A ERERBEN,MEERNEEERA, AMIARARE R HEER

£ not that ++ but (that)45# 9 ,that 5| M R FXRE 1 HRBE R RBND,FH
“WH,HT”, #lm.
Not that I'm unwilling to go with you,but that I’'m busy now.

® Today,young students and workers of every country can meet in the hostels and get
to know each other. 4K, G MNERM EFEFLEMTANMATUEZM S, HFFHEEM

T, _

get to WA AT EF”:
I got to know her at the party.

@ A first-hand contact with youths of other lands can be worth far more than lectures

or books. IXERNEEALEZEMELEREESBE LN TREFEXHNZE.
lands B AH“EZE”., A
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The whole land rose to resist aggression. % [H & 2 i1 v R0 .
Exercises

Part One Comprehension of the Text

Choose the best answer to complete the statements below.

1. The first Youth Hostel opened in
A. Germany B. America
C. Peru D. Asia

2. The writer considers hostels important,mainly because they
A. are convenient places to spend the night
B. do not cost very much
C. have proved their usefulness in international understanding.
D. provide decent jobs for volunteers

3. Work camps are popular because
A. they are often in faraway places
B. the work is not too hard
C. young people like to do volunteer work there
D. you can get people work without pay

4. As a result of the volunteers’ work,the villagers
A.try to get another work camp
B. often continue to work together to solve their own problems
C. organize clubs and games
D. needn’t do anything

5. One may learn most about people of other countries by
A. reading books and magazines
B. meeting the people personally
C. writing letter to them
D. organizing games

Part Two Vocabulary
I Choose one word or phrase in each item that best keeps the meaning of the sen-
tence if it is substituted for the underlined word.

1. These tight trousers of yours aren’t very decent.

A. acceptable " B. common
C. nice D. adequate
2. These books are too expensive for me. I can’t afford them.
A. support B. give
C. spend D. pay for



3. His appeal for forgiveness went unanswered.
A. power B. request
C. interest D. desire

4. He said that the government was acutely aware of the problem.
A. understanding B. concerning
C. sensitive to D. informed of

5. Do children respond to kind treatment by becoming more self-confident?
A. affect B. influence
C. behave D. react to

I Decide which of the four choices given in each question will most suitably com-

plete the sentences if inserted at the place marked.

6.1 don’t really tea. I like coffee better.
A.care about B. care of
C. care for - D. care up
7. He didn’t attend the meeting,not he didn’t want to,but he was
busy. N
A. which B. that
C.as D. because of
8. She looked so tired before,but her holiday has -~ wonders for her.
A. produced B. made
C. found D. worked
9. These figures should be treated with a certain . of caution.
A. number B. amount
C.sum D. plenty
10. No one works there between October and March because it is-hard to get
food
A. equipment B. provisions
C. supply D. facility

Part Three Reading Comprehension Skill Exercise

The U. S. Department of Labour statistics indicate that there is an oversupply of
college trained workers and that this oversupply is increasing. Already there is an over-
abundance of teachers,engineers,physicists and other specialists. Yet colleges and grad-
uate schools continue every year to turn out highly trained people to compete for jobs
that aren’t there. The result is that graduates cannot enter the professions for which
they were trained and must take temporary jobs which do not require a college degree.
These “temporary” jobs have a habit of becoming permanent.

On the other hand,there is a tremendous need for skilled workers of all sorts:car-

penters, electricians , mechanics, and TV repairmen. These people have more work than

« 7.



they can handle and their annual incomes are often higher than those of college gradu-
ates. The old distinction that white-collar workers make a better living than blue-collar
workers no longer holds true.

The reason for this situation is the traditional myth that a college degree is a pass-
port to a prosperous future. Parents begin telling their children this myth before they are
out of grade school. Under this pressure the kids fall in line. Whether they want to go to
college or not doesn’t matter. Everybody should go to college.

One result of this emphasis on a college education is that many people go to college
who do not belong there. Of the sixty percent of high school graduates who enter col-
lege,half of them do not graduate with their class. Many of them drop out within the
first year. Some struggle on for two or three years and then give up.

1. What do the U. S, Department of Labour statistics show?

A. Many college graduates find it increasingly hard to get jobs for which they
were trained.
B. There is an oversupply of workers and this oversupply is increasing.
C. Teachers,engineers, physicists,aeroplane experts and other specialists are ex-
tremely needed.
D. Colleges and graduate schools compete to turn out trained people.
2. By saying “These ‘temporary’ jobs have a habit of becoming permanent” the au-
thor means that '
A. once college graduates take a temporary job,they soon become used to it
B. college graduates have the habit of taking temporary jobs
C.many college graduates might never find jobs for which they were trained
D. college graduates have the habit of taking permanent jobs
3. What is implied but not stated in the passage is that in the past
" A. blue-collar workers made a better living than white-collar workers
B. there were more white-collar workers than blue-collar workers
C. white-collar workers were looked up to
D. colleges and graduate schools trained more skilled workers
4. By saying that “many people go to college who do not belong there”,the author
means that
A. many people who are not f{it for college education go to college
B. many people who do not have adequate financial support go to college
C. many people who go to college drop out within the first year
D. many people who go to college soon become baored
5. We can infer from the passage that the author believes that
A. every young man and woman should go to college
B. college education has become worse and worse

v 8.



C. people with a college education should receive higher pay

D. fewer people should go to college while more should be trained for skilled jobs

Part Four Cloze

To others and themselves the British have a reputation for being conservative — not

in the narrow political sense,but in the sense of adherence to accepted ideas and unwill-

ingness to question them. The reputation comes partly from their 1 . For 900

years they have suffered

nor disastrous defeat in

invasion nor revolution (except in 1649 and 1688)

. Their monarchy survives 4 serious ques-

tion. Under its nominal leadership the political arrangements have been 5 sta-

ble that except for the two interruptions in the seventeenth century, they have been

adapted throughout the centuries to meet changing needs without violent 6

Britain,in 1978, was unique in managing without 7 written constitution;some

fragmentary definitions of 1688 still

and economic as well

. There had been bitter quarrels,social

political, but the quarrels had been settled, usually

10 compromise. The underlying continuity had not been broken,

1. A.language

C. history
2.  A.neither
C.or
3. A_home
C. peace
4. A.and
C. with
5. A.so
C. too
6. A.changes
C. alter
7. A.two
C. some

8. A.survive

C. survives

9. A.for
C.to

10. A.for
C.to

Part Five Translation

B. future

D. literature
B. as

D. either

B. Study

D. war

B. without
D. neither
B. very

D. such

B. step

D. chance
B.a

D. their

B. surviving
D. survived
B. as

D. at

B. at

D. by
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Part Six Guided Writing
Write a composition of no less than 100 words under the title of The Importance of
Education. Your composition must be based on the following outline given in Chi-

nese.

LS TFREFFERENER
2. ERZBYER . HEFHZINBUFH KE
BLEENMRE, CEBEEFHNHETEINREENER

» 10 »



