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A bird’s-eye view of Liuzhou city
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Stone, the creation of the nature, forms its shape through countless of days and years, along with the
ups and downs of all the existences in the universe, having close links with the existence and evolution
of the human beings.

The reading and admiring of stone in China is a grand culture that could be traced back to the remote
antiquity. In the first Collection of Poems compiled in The Spring and Autumn Period over 2500 years
ago, readers may find poems on stone admiring. This culture was once flourished in the dynasties of
Song, Ming and Qing. After the Reform and Opening of China, the enriched people began to enjoy more
colorful spiritual life, thus to enjoy, collect, evaluate, assess stones with natural shapes and colors gradually
became a high taste art loved by the public.

With a history of 2100 years, Liuzhou enjoys its natural environment as "Surrounded by thousand of
mountains and watered by a stream of river", well known as a natural potted landscape. The unique
geographical conditions featured by pictorial hills and swift waters provided unique conditions for the
formation of Qishi. This made the city famous both home and abroad for the reserve, variety, quality of
its natural stone resources. The people of Liuzhou did not only decorate the city and build gardens with
big size Qishi, created an environment of "The landscape in the city, the city in the landscape", but also
flourished and popularized the traditional Chinese art of stone admiring with their excellent talent and
creativity in stone enjoying and admiring. Good results were made in a series of exhibition and exchange
of Qishi in both home and abroad. Presently, a team of tens of thousands of persons is formed in Liuzhou
in seeking, admiring, collecting and selling of Qishi. The city has built up the largest gallery of Qishi
display in the country along with a number of family stone collections, enterprise stone collections of
different sizes. The largest Qishi market is opened in the city, a series of exhibitions for the art of Qishi
is held. With the guidance and direction of the government, Qishi enjoying culture of the city is growing
quickly. The exchange of Qishi is even more frequent. Liuzhou is the number one for Qishi" is going to
be recognized gradually by the whole circle of stone collectors.

To further flourishing the traditional culture, promoting the development of tourism and the local
economy, the city committee of the Communist Party of China and the city government decided to hold
the last Qishi exhibition in this century from the 6th to 12th of November 1999, The First International
Qishi Festival, Liuzhou. The aim of the festival is to enlarge exchange and studies. Through the media
of stones, to make more friends, to serve the economical development of the city, to develop the level of
all the participates, to make Liuzhou the real capital of Qishi.

More than two thousand years ago, Confucius pointed out his natural aesthetic standards as "The
benevolent love mountains, the wise loves waters, they also love stones". In a day that stone enjoying
becoming a hot point of our life, to enjoy, admire, collect and seek for stones may not only exercise our
body, open our mind, increase our knowledge, it also inspires our wisdom, moulds our temperament,
makes us understand our life, why should we not do it?

To welcome The First International Qishi Festival, we compiled this collection of Liuzhou Qishi.
We sincerely wish that the stone enjoying activities in Liuzhou are like blossoming flowers of art,
adding their colors to the Spring garden of the traditional Chinese art of stone enjoying.

Huang Jiaren  vice mayer of the Municipal People's Government of Liuzhou

November 1999
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PUBLICATION PREFACE

Qishi is product of nature, an extraordinary creation as if done by the spirits, essence of the earth and the
heaven, bathing luster from the sun and the moon. Their beautiful shape and embedded interest offer people the
artistic enjoyment, pleasure in feeling. They can inspire people's enthusiasm in treasuring the nature and loving
life. Therefore, wonder stones can mould people's temperament and help people to reach a life realm of trying
every means to make progress.

Qishi art has a long history in China. As early as the Spring and Autumn Period, there was literary record
about it. The art standard has also been improved as the development of the society. Liuzhou enjoys very
beautiful landscape, rich stone resources and species. People of Liuzhou have had the hobby of loving stone,
appreciating stone and collecting stone. Since the reform and opening to the outside world, especially since
Liuzhou successfully held "the 2nd National Wonder Stone Exhibition" in 1994 and " '98 Beijing Liuzhou Qishi
Art Exhibition", Liuzhou Qishi has been appreciated and accepted by the people of all China and the world
thanks to the features of rich species, high grade, abundant resources and many enthusiasts. Now, more and
more people know the beautiful saying that "Liuzhou Qishi is the finest under heaven". Continuous streams of
people are coming to Liuzhou to mine stone, choose stone, appreciate stone, purchase stone and exchange
stone. Liuzhou people have formed a group of unique Qishi culture. There are more and more professional
galleries, enterprise galleries, private galleries, Qishi trading market, and shops. Poems, articles, books, picture
albums, post cards, photo albums, stamp albums and artistic works concerning Qishi have arisen at the right
moment. To use Qishi to decorate buildings, halls and resorts, even drawing rooms, studies and bedrooms of
households has been developed into enthusiastic action from the guidance of the government. Now, Qishi
collection has become a worm activity of Liuzhou people in the construction of socialist cultural ethics.

This album has collected the finest works of Qishi in Liuzhou which have never been displayed before and
carefully selected one level after another from various major Qishi competitions held in recent years in Liuzhou.

This album, edited as a gift works for " '99 Liuzhou International Qishi Festival", aims a further promoting
the cultural activity of appreciating Qishi in China and even the world, and exchanging the techniques of Qishi
so as to display the prosperous sight of the Qishi appreciation undertaking in Liuzhou. A

Among the 225 pieces of fine Qishi works collected in this album, there are Heshan color pottery stone,
Tian'e stone, Sanjiang pebble, Liuzhou black stone, Dahua alabaster with more than 10 categories, more than
60 varieties. Their artistic expression forms include pictographic form, abstract form, landscape form, pattern-
ing form and traditional form, etc. They have a certain artistic representative. These works have basically
reflected the artistic level of Qishi in recent years in Liuzhou.

To reinforce the cultural connotation of this album and highlight its features, we have added some poems
with the subject of appreciating Qishi for some fine works in this album.

To sum up, publishing this album aims at promoting the study on, development and popularization of the
traditional Qishi appreciation culture of the Chinese nation and make some contribution to the undertaking of
richening and developing the cultural ethics of human being. Meanwhile, we also hope that we may get instruc-
tions and help from the numerous hobbyists of Qishi through exchange of this album.

Liu Baili  director of Liuzhou Municipal Gardening Administration

September 29, 1999
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INSCRIPTION OF EMINENT PERSONS
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At th:e c:pening ::éremony of “Liuzhou Qishi Art Exhibition” held in October 1998, at ORI % Eehsh 2 MAE b no ik

Beijing Labor People's Culture Palace, Mr.Cheng siyuan and Wang Feng, vice-chair- I RN AT EAR K
man of the Standing Committee of the National Committee of the Chinese People’'s

Political Consultative Conference and leaders of the province and city cut the ribbon for

the exhibition.
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Accompanied by Mr.Song Jidong, Mayor of Liuzhou City, VIPs including Yuan Fenglan, BWAEILSTEIMY B 24T EAR K
Vice-Chairman of the People’s Government of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region were "

visiting Liuzhou Qishi Art Exhibition in Beijing.
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Mr.Wang Chaowen, a famous aesthetician, appreciated
the works with great interest at “Liuzhou Qishi Art Exhibition”
with other visitors.




THE CONCERNS OF OUR LEADERS
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Accompanied by Mr.Song Jindong,
Mayor of Liuzhou City,VIPs,including Mr.
Li Zhaozhuo, chairman of the People's
Government of Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region were visiting with great in-
terest Liuzhou Qishi Art Exhibition in
Beijing.

layor of Liuzhou City, Mr.Shen Peng, act-
ig chairman of Chinese Calligraphers’
ssociation and the famous calligrapher,
as visiting Liuzhou Qishi Art Exhibition
2ld in Beijing.

AEAESEA TP BN 2T A7 EARKIE™ S Fr 1L, o [ i fF 5 B 1 5% X5 /]
R 17 N 1 P (1 W VT O N2 RO 1 il o X0 QL [ T N 7 S R
In the exhibition hall of Liu zhou Qishi Art Exhition held in Beijing, Madam Deng Ling,

an artist and daughter of Deng Xiaoping, from Traditonal Chinese Painting Academy was
talking with Mayor Song Jidong and vice-mayor Wang Yuefei of Liuzhou.
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Mr.Li Zhun, famous writer, member of the Presidium of China Writers' Association,
and director of the Chinese Modern Literature Academy wrote inscription of “Liuzhou
Qishi Art Exhibition”.
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Russian visitors were apperiating Qishi with great interest at
Liuzhou Qishi Art Exhibition held in Beijing.




ik RO R T VAN o Sl v P o] L R (DR R SR A T M ]

o LT AL EAT R D B L R G SR, )y
BB, e b bk DL B AR R A A 18 &l

Bagui Qishi Gallery of Jianpan Hill Qishi park is the only Qishi park in

China.No.1and No.2 Qishi showrooms are the buildings with the

architectural features of minorities in central Guangxi. The size of the

gallery, the collection volume and artistic level are of the top in the whole

country.
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China Qishi Metropics covers a land area of 200 mu is the biggest
Qishi bazaar in China featuring big scale, many Qishi shops and booths
in front of it and complete facilities.

: : FSEAT SIS TR
B AFAohk, ER S, Y. SUURIhAE T -tk JEHI
il =4 ELR AR A 08T S

Liuzhou Qishi town integrates with trade, exhibition and meeting

functions, is one of the new scenic spots with its characteristic in Liuzhou.
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The Qishi Gallery of the Potted Landscape Garden of Liuhou Park,
with the architectural style of gardens of the south region of the Yangtze
River ,is the earliest professional gallery of Qishi. Liuzhou Qishi began
to be popular in China just from this gallery.
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The world famous Maanshan Qishi Bazaar is the earliest Qishi

bazaar in China as well as the central distribution market of China and
even the south-east Asia.
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Editorial commission of Liuzhou Qishi
Honorary Chief Editor: Jiang Chunji Song Jidong

Chief Editor: Huang Jiaren

Vice Chief Editor: Liu Baili

Editors: Huang Jiaren
Jiang Shiping
Gao Hanqun
Wang Ruigi

Responsibility Editor: Li Suqiu

Liu Baili

Li Qingyuan
Qin Kuande
Qin Jianfei

Zhao Youde
Jin Huayu
Shu Zhan

Li Sugiu

Inscriptions on Cover and Title Page: Shen Peng

Li Ning

Designer: Zhang Hao He Jun Zhou Gonghang

Poem Authors: Su Zhan Li Qingyuan Jiang Shiping Liu Kaijiang

Photographers: Liu Yongguang Xu Zhengang

Translator: Su Ertian

Chinese Proof Reading: Li Shugiu

Qin Ligi

English Proof Reading: Gui Chunfang Liang Shihui
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Yuan Dingrong
L.uo Rongyao

Xu Zhengang

Shao Huaze

Wang Xigui
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Liu Kaijian
Wang Shousong
Li Xilin

Li Zhun Li Zhaozhuo

Zhao Yanming
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Soul of China
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Stone Species: Laibin water worn stone
Dimensions: 100 x 47 x 45

Author: Bagui Qishi Gallery
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Stone Species: Laibin water worn stone
Dimensions: 23 x 15 x 7

Author: Liang Jinzhen
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Volcanic ruins
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Stone Species: Sanjiang yellow alabaster
Dimensions: 26 x 39 x 26

Author: Liu Kaijian




