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Preface

The Express Letter Stamp is queer. Issued in the last
days of the Qing Dynasty and early days of the Republic
of China, the stamp was characterized by ” Two Manies
and Two Fews.” The first many is its multi-functions.
Each stamp falls into 4 or 5 parts functioning as stub,
record, postage, receipt and serial number respectively,
which is unique among Chinese stamps, even the world
ones. The second many is that the stamp evoked much
controversy. For example, the dispute whether it was
postage stamps rose even when the stamp was in circula-
tion and continued to late period. Afterwards, most col-
lectors believe that they are postage stamps, and most
world catalogues include the stamps as official ones. Oth-
er debates courted by the stamp were that which is the
first print of the Lower Head Dragons, the serrated per-
forations or the round hole perforations, and whether
these stamps were printed in Britain or China.

The first few is that less data of the stamp could be
found in files. The issuing dates and printing houses have

no records in post office files, and specimens and printing
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sheets either. Those found are only semi-finished articles
of the printing house without serial numbers. The second
few is that a few collectors at home and abroad collect and
research these stamps due to that they are not easy to col-
lect and even more difficult to build up a collection. So
far, probably only very few collectors own a complete col-
lection of the 9 strips in mint conditions. Even the collec-
tors who gained all the 9 reconstructed strips in used con-
ditions can be counted on the fingers of a hand. There-
fore, many collectors beat a retreat in the face of difficul-
ties and take an avoidance attitude. Some collectors own a
few of these stamps, serving as a specimen. Difficult to
collect and more to research leave these stamps as a piece
of wasteland waiting to be cultivated. '

The late issues of the express letter stamps were pro-
visional ones in short life, and their data published is
rare.

Because of the historical reasons, Chinese began
stamp collecting comparatively late. The foreign collec-
tors took the lead in collecting and researching the ex-
- press letter stamps as in those of other classics of China.
The Chinese collectors roused themselves to catch up in
late days.

Who took the lead among stamp dealers of China to
purchase the express letter stamps? Probably was Mr.
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Zhu Yaozong (called Zhu Shijie in philatelic circles).
When serving in the post office in the late days of the
Qing Dynasty, he purchased some mint strips of the ex-
press letter stamps besides imperforates and shades of the
Coiling Dragons. As late as in the 30s, ”5 mint strips of
express letter stamps of the Qing Dynasty” still appeared
on the price list of the Good Society managed by Mr.
Zhu.

Among Chinese philatelists, Mr. M. D. Chow may
possibly be the first one to collect and study China’s ex-
press letter stamps. To arouse interest of Chinese collec-
tors in collecting China, he invited a philatelic emulation
in the winter of 1925, and divided his Chinese collection
into 12 parts, such as Large Dragons as the 1st; Small
Dragons and their large and small typeface surcharges as
the 2nd ;Empress Dowager Jubilee stamps as the 3rd; var-
ious overprints of Empress Dowager Jubilee stamps as the
4th; the Red Revenue surcharges as the 5th; and postage-
dues, express letter stamps, and registered mail receipts
as the 11th. Mr. Chow was a traditional philatelist un-
willing to lag behind and loving to excel others. We be--
lieve that he owned a rich collection of the express letter
stamps since he listed these stamps as a part in the emula-
tion. It was to be regretted that he had not written the

express letter stamp part of the "I11ustrated Catalogue of
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Chinese Stamps,” one of his most valuable works of Chi-
nese stamp researches, when the Philatelic Bulletin,
Philatelic Monthly, and Chinese Classic, official publica-
tions of the Chinese Philatelic Scociety, stopped publica-
tions successively. For a long time after M. D. Chow,
there were no philatelists who collected and studied the
express letter stamps systematically.

Another collector deserved commendation in collect-
ing the express letter stamps is Mr. Yu Songting, a
Manchu nationality, who collected almost a thousand
pieces of the express letter stamps in used conditions by
certain chances. The cream of the collection was put into
the collection of Mr. Jiang Zhifang in the middle of 50s,
and Mr. Jiang donated his collection to the Ministry of
Posts and Telecommunications at the early days of the
cultural revolution. The express letter stamps of Mr.
Jiang’s collection became the core of the express letter
stamp ‘collecton of the China National Postage Stamp Mu-
seum.

As a matter of rejoicing, the philatelists at the both
sides of the Taiwan Straits began to place more impor-
tance on collecting and researching China’s express letter
stamps in the 50s. Among them, Mr. Chang Zengshu of
Gangzhou and Mr. Ming J. Huang of Taibei are outstand-
ing philatelists in this field, and both of them have rich
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collections, research in depth and won high level medals
at international philatelic exhibitions.

Mr. Chang is a noted Chinese philatelist, vice-presi-
dent of the All-China Philatelic Federation (ACPF), di-
rector of the Philatelic Term Defining Committee under
the ACPF, and advisers to the Guangdong Philatelic As-
sociation and the Philatelic Academic Seminar of Guang-
dong, Fujian, Hongkong, Macao and Taiwan.

Mr. Chang is interested in a wide-range of stamps.
He collected early issues of Britain and then concentrated
on collecting and researching China, such as Large Drag-
ons, Small Dragons, Red Revenue Surcharges, and
stamps of the Republic of China, liberated areas, and new
China.

Mr. Chang owns a rich collection, the items of which
are all in good conditions. His ” China Airmail Service
(1921-1941)" collection won him a vermeil at the Spanish
World Philatelic Exhibiton held in April 1992.

Mr. Chang expended 40 years to build up his ”China
Express Letter Service (1905-1951)" collection occupying
four huge albums. He always refuses to give up until all
hope is gone in searching for the data and documents on
express letter stamps, which hold a bookcase. He formed
" China’s Express Letter Stamps” exhibits selected from
his vast collection, which won him several honours, such
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as the first class award at the Macao International Salon
Philatelic Commemorative Philatelic Exhibition of Oct.
1985; commemorative award at the New Delhi India-Chi-
na Friendship Philatelic Exhibition of Nov. 1985 (He at-
tended the exhibition as the vice-director of the Chinese
delegation); large silver at the Canada Toronto World
Philatelic Exhibition of June 1987; vermeil at the Singa-
pore Asian Philatelic Exhibition of Mar. 1988 and silver
at the Prague World Philatelic Exhibition of Sept. 1988.

Though busy at his professional work, Mr. Chang
compiled this book in the light of his collection and find-
ings in research. Surpassing the works by our predeces-
sors both in depth and width in the field, the book will
benefit those philatelists who devote themselves to the
study of China’s express letter stamps and will give ratio-
nal persuasions to those philatelists who still take a scep-
tical attitude towards the stamps.

As Mr. Chang pointed out in the book, many puzzls
still remain in China’s express letter stamps, which need
to be answered. The controversial questions need further
evidence and scientific analysis. Some believe that to dis-
cuss and study China’s early issues further is to heat left-
over, without any new content. This is an incorrect view-
point.

Mr. Chang worked assiduously in compiling the
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book, and his achievements should be affirmed. Asked by
the author, I have the honour to go over the manuscript
and write the preface. 1 am pleased to be the first reader
of the book, and I learned a lot. The publication of the
book will make philatelists at home and abroad lay great
store by China’s express letter stamps. As the author
pointed out, the book does not leave nothing to be desired
and no room to be criticized. Some of the standpoints can
be further discussed, and a lot of data need to be replen-
ished. Hope our follow collectors interested in China’s ex-
press letter stamps to join efforts in looking into the
stamps in order to perfect the next edition of the book.

1995 will be 90th anniversary of China’s first issue of
express letter stamps, and came to my mind a proposal
that the fellow collectors collecting and studying the ex-
press letter stamps at the both sides of the Taiwan Straits
will hold a thematic academic seminar and a small-scale
express letter stamp show in celebration of the event and
in order to promote the collecting and study of these
stamps.

Zhao Renlong
July 2, 1993
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