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Unit One

1. Gifts of the Magi
Notes

1.This story was written at the time when men did not wear
their watches on their arms as they do now, but in their
pockets, with a chain. (para.1)
MY BEREEBANARACRFRBETFR L, WA
REBRFREDFENHA,
/)% when 31 S # R E B M4, & time, with a chain £t
AEEERE NEEERERAEM. SREMAWT:
This is the hour when the place is always full of women and
children. X0, M BEAEREBLMILE,
He has always longed for the time when he should be able to
be independent. fb—EH BB REFEM T,
He was a little gentleman, with glasses. ... (W HREE)

2.She had spent many happy hours planning something nice
for him, something fine and beautiful which was really wor-
thy of Jim. (para.3)
ML T R BB TR F BIRE R EFHILY,
— 5 A EMAREMERXETHLY.
4] spend. .. (in)doing ... RREEME, be worthy of B
BR “EF7-- " RE FEhiAEIE, something ¥ BIE &R
YEJG B 18, which 51 % M2 E &N, M something,

3. There were two possessions of Mr. and Mrs. Young in

N 1 .



which they took great pride. (para.5)
BREBEFASI L HBENRE,
A # in which 3| BRI R EIFEMNH], B two possessions,
Hrp take pride in. .., fE“RL oo HEEE, W
The old man takes pride in his good health.
XA E A LT i 5 PR B B 3K

- Chinese people take pride in their diligence and bravery.
o AR A AT 855 5 B BT R B B 3R

.Della was searching the shops for Jim’s present. (para.12)
FERNAFTREBWOALYHET KXDNYREIE

ZA) H search ... for ..., %% FI4E search some place for
something, #M:

The police were searching the mountain for the missing boy
EEEELEIRERNEE,
I have searched the library for a book I want for two hours.
RAEBERELETRPINIRBRENS,

.I had my hair cut off ... . (para. 18)

. A] 7 have something + V—ed RRIEPEELEHWZ —,
—BEESENZARIEXRR, SEMIT N MtASE
B, MARE FETHR. W:

I had my room repaired yesterday.
HEX,BEFEBET—T.

There was something wrong with my TV set, so I had to
have it fixed.

A BWILE T M, BT IARARAERAE,

.2 .



6.1 couldn’t have lived through Christmas without giving you
a present. (para.18)
BEALYEKR RATREE T X ZHY,
XARAHRBUES, AR BRENERFRUFENGE
AE, MRS - M AEERRR, W
This change could not have taken place without a solid indus-
trial foundation.
LA REH T ER, XFHEAATERE,
We could have done better under more favorable conditions.

MAFEAMMKGE RIBTREL.

Exercises

Reader’s Quiz

Glance over the text quickly once and see if you can answer the

following questions.

1. What were men and women proud of at the time when the
story was written?
Men were proud of watches with a chain in their pockets
and women were proud of long hair.

2. Where did Della and her husband live? Were they a wealthy
couple?
They lived in the two rooms at the top of a building in a
poor part of New York. No, they were very poor.

3. What had Della been planning before Christras Day came?
She had been planning to buy something nice for her hus-

+ 3 .



band as a present.

4. How did Della get this one dollar and eighty — seven cents?
She had been saving every penny she could for months. This
was all she had got.

5. What were the two possessions of Mr. and Mrs. Young in
which they took great pride?

One was Mr. Young’s gold watch and the other was Mrs.
Young’s beautiful long hair.

6. For what purpose did Della sell her treasured golden hair?
She sold her hair to buy her husband a Christmas present.

7. Why did Della choose the watch — chain as her present to her
husband?

Because her husband sometimes didn’ t like to take out his
watch to look at the time just because it had no chain.

8. How did Della feel when she was waiting for her husband to
come back?

She felt nervous and worried that her husband would not be
happy with her hair cut off.

9. Why was Jim rather surprised when he first saw Della with-
out her beautiful hair?

Because he bought a set of combs for Della’ s beautiful hair
as a Christmas present.

10. Was Jim very unhappy with Della when he learned that she
had sold her hair just to buy him a present? What did he
say about it?

No, he was just very surprised . He said, ” Let’s put our
. 4 .



Christmas presents away and keep them for a time. They

”»

are too nice to use just at present . ...

Vocabulary
A. Use each of the following terms in a sentence.
1. to wear(F & ; )
Mary wore a new dress at the party yesterday.
BAFT -HHERSMEXRNKRE.
2. to take pride in(RA +----- B ERFH)
John takes pride in his good memory.
Y98 R IF WIS N B
3. to be worthy of ({H18)
This book is worthy of attention. XA&HEBEE,
4. to pay(3Zft)
I have to pay the rent once a week.
RUBEBRAMN—KEE
5. to fix one’s eyes on( AR BE BT 1%, B4R )
He fixed his eyes on the picture of the dead hero couple.
LR E XML LW EEREANR R
6. to set to work(FF TIE)
As soon as he arrived at his office , he set to work.
fo—B A E BRI TAHE
7. to live through( 3 ;2% )
He has lived through two wars and three revolutions.
a2 T AKEEN=ZKEH.
8. to number(it% , 80



It is difficult to number one’s hair. k Z RIBEBRTEN .
9. o hunt(F#,8F)
1 have hunted everywhere in my room but found no watch.
REFABLRT . BEERAFE,
10. to undo(#2 7 ,#7FF)
My shoe — lace has come undone. BEEHFR T ,
B. Match the term in the left column with one which has a
similar meaning in the right column.
A ' B

d 1. looking — glass(8F) a. grave(=RI )

e2. puton(¥ 1) b. tearful(JRIE63)

a 3. serious( = ) c. fair(EWMMK)

h 4. count(it+%#) d. mirror(#F)

b 5. tear— filled( FHHY) e. wear(FH)

i 6. gift(3L.9) f. belongings(Fr &%)
i7. sign(GFER) g. disappeared(JH %)
g 8. gone({H %K) h. add up to( B3t)

¢ 9. pretty(BREN) i. symbol(i2 %)

£ 10. possessions(H ) j. present(.9)

Comprehension Exercise
1. Decide which answer best completes the following state-
ments according to the information in the passage.
1. Christmas differs from the other holidays in that
A. it is one of the most important holidays in England
B. it is the only religious holiday in the Western world
.6 -



C. people must come back for the reunion dinner on Christ-
mas Eve

D. people have the habit of giving gifts and spending the
holiday with the family

E-2 J)))

[FEEIWS 1 B4 2 7] : Two important things ... : the

customs of giving gifts and the habit of spending it with the

family.

. We are reminded of Christmas many weeks before the event

because

A. everyone is busy posting the Christmas cards

B. the shopping centers are overcrowded with the shoppers

C. people are told by the newspapers that Christmas is only
once a year

D. people can see the special decorations put up everywhere

[¥XR]D

(ERIRE 2B, 2BHESXHEE Y B ABEN—,

MY HRER,

. What the gift matters most is that

A. the Christmas gift should be genuine

B. the Christmas gift should not be commercialized

C. the genuine Christmas spirit is to be found behind the
gift

D. the Christmas gift should be good and pleasant

[E=®]C

[ERIRSE 3 BSE 2 fl,



4. Many people are filled with sorrow because
A. all the commercial activity is sacred at Christmas time
B. Christmas is such a sacred holiday that it should not be
overcommercialized
C. they no longer feel the genuine Christmas spirit in the
highly commercialized age
D. the shopping centers have gone too far in their advertise-

ments

[B=]B
[(ERIRBEIEE 14,
5.0n Boxing Day, people
A. spend their time in games, merriment and more eating
and drinking
B. spend their time watching boxing games on TV
C. recover themselves from too much excitement and food

D. enjoy the traditional Christmas dinner in the evening

[HR]C
(EBINEBE—-BEE—4.
I1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false(F)according to the information given in the passage.
(T) 6. Christmas is a holiday of religious significance. { JL
para.1 8§ 2 -3 %7)
(T)7. We are reminded of the coming Christmas by all the
commercial activity. (L para.2)
(F)8. The post office urges us to post early for Christmas be-

cause there are millions of cards and parcels sent at one

- 8 -



time. (WL para.2 %58 2 4] ... hundreds of millions
of cards and millions of parcels ... every year.)

(T)9. Without such .modern transportation means as cars or
trains, many families would have to live through
Christmas without the Christmas reunion. (I para. 3
B¥sE 1 A)

(F)10. The excitement of all the presents is hardly over until it
is the time for the traditional Christmas dinner. ( B

para.5 % 2 #]:. .. is hardly over before ...)



