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8. M43

Queens, Kings, and Princes

Christmas.In 1598 one of Will's plays was Henry IV.

A lot of the play was about the Kings son and his friend,Sir John Falstaff. Sir John was old, fat,
lazy,drank too much, talked too much, laughed too much. But you had to love him.He was a great favorite
with the London playgoers, and there were a lot of Falstaff jokes going round at the time.

After the play, the Queen wanted to speak to Will.

“Why?What have we done wrong?” John Heminges said to me in avery quiet voice.

“We'll find out in a minute,”I said.

We all catched while Will walked over to the Queen's chair. she was an old woman ,she wore a red
wig, and she had black teeth.But she was still a very great queen.And if the Queen was not pleased...

She had a good ,strong voice—an actor's voice. We could hear her easily.

“Mr shakespeare,”she began. Then she smiled, and suddenly you knew why all Englishmen loved the
Queen. It was like the sun coming out on a spring morning.

“Mr shakespeare, you are the best playwright in England. I enjoyed your play, and I thought that Sir
John Falstaff was very funny.I have Known many Englishmen like him. Will you write me another play ? I
would like to see Sir John in love.”

When Will came back to us, his eyes were bright, but he was already thinking about it.
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