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Neurology, more than any other specialty, rests on clinicoanatomic correlation. While observing abnormalities
of function in the patient, the clinician tries to infer whether there are abnormalities in the structure or metabolic -
status of various aspects of the nervous system. The neurologic clinician thus attempts, with each patient, to
answer two questions; (1) Where is(are) the lesion(s)? (2) What is(are) the lesion(s)?

The term lesion refers to a zone of localized dysfunction within the central nervous system or peripheral nervous
system. Lesions can be anatomic, with dysfunction resulting from structural damage (examples are provided by
stroke, trauma, and brain tumors). Lesions also can be physioloic, reflecting physiologic dysfunction in the absence
of demonstrable anatomic abnormalities, An example is provided by transient ischemic attacks, in which temporary
and réversible loss of function of part of the brain occurs without structural damage to neurons or glial cells, as a
result of metabolic changes caused by vascular insufficiency.

—— Stephen G. Waxman, 2000
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