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A Brief Introduction

Yang Xiong was a versatile scholar at the end of West Han
Dynasty. He lived through last five periods of the West Han and
the brief Wang Mang period. He was a voluminous author whose
studies reached into philosophy, literature, linguistics, astrono-
my, etc. His works were very influential

The present book, beginning with the background of the
West Han and the life story of Yang Xiong, analyzes the origins of
Yang’ s scholarship, life attitude and political attitude and comes
to the conclusion that what Yang practiced was the study of Confu-
cian classics in his own time and that his thoughts were close to
the ritualist school while his scholarship was orientated toward
that of a folk versatile Confucian scholar. In the complex political
situation of his time, Yang chose as the main goal of his life the
pursuit of knowledge, which demonstrated his dialectic wisdom.

The book offers a comprehensive interpretative of Yang' s
outlook on the world, life, humanity, and his ideas about knowl-
edge, politics, education and history. Finally, it provides an as-
sessment of Yang’ s achievements in literary creation, literaty

theory, astronomy, linguistics, music, etc.
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