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ABSTRACT

This is a study on the Roman plebs in the Regal period (from ca. 700
B. C. to ca. 500B. C. ) and the early Republic (from 509B. C to 287B.
C.). Especially on the beginnings of the plebs, its original status, as
well as its changes and developments. There are five chapters in this
book.

Chapter one is an introduction to the literature resources. The
argument on the credibility of early Roman literature is under the
discussion. It also gives a necessary brief review on the problems and

the achievements in the previous studies.

Chapter two is on the beginning of the plebs. Firstly, identify the
differences between the plebs, patricians and populus. Secondly,
make out when and how the plebs emerged in Roman history. It
concluded at that the plebs entered into the Rome society at the day
of king Tullus and Ancus. In the Etruscan dynasty, it had formally

became a social order.

Chapter three discusses the status of the plebs in the Monarch
regime. Describes the real situation of the plebs in the fields of
politics, economics, legal, religion, and social lives. Believes that
the plebs was a group of free people, which depended on the state,
yet without citizenship. At least at the end of the regal period, the
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plebs had tried to pursue their citizenship.

Chapter four focuses on the conflict of orders and the pleb’s
movement in Roman republic. The social back ground while the
pleb’s movement arising is under the survey. The spontaneous
character of the first secession is carefully analysed. It is evident that
the conflict of orders in Roman republic is basically fighting for pleb’s
citizenship. War affairs and the slavery have in some extent help to

solve such social struggles.

Chapter five tells the development of the plebs since 4th century B. C.
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