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Preface

This is the first book of the series titled Hakka People in Taipei County
N“&ﬂbljéﬁ!ﬁ by Taipei County Hakka Museum. The book is considered as the gift to the
first anniversary of Taipei County Hakka Museum. The book records the life of the
Hakka |n Dingjhou in Taipei County. That the cultural characteristics and pioneer
h[storymof the Hakka still exist in Taipei nowadays can be recognized by readers.
Hakka vulleges remain in Taipei County. The publication of Tracks of the Hakka in
Dingjhou in Taipei County definitely helps the readers know the past and present
I|fe of the Hakka in Taipei County.

Ve

4Tracks of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County describes the Hakka in Dingjhou

in Taibei County and their distribution. The four major groups are: Seafront Hakka

g in Jhikan Fortress, Sinhuang Hakka famous for their culture and education in the

a8 early.Qing. Dynasty, Jhangding Hakka in Baijie Fortress, and Sanshia Hakka near the

t } _Dabao River. The lives of the Hakka can be used to redefine the history of Taipei

‘ | County.
&

For a long time, he mainstream culture’ s strong influence on the historica
development and langudge policies have made the Hakka in Taipei County almost
invisible. The/Hakka language has gradually disappeared and the people have very

. nearly assimi ’6d into the mainstream culture. The traditional culture of the
{,H " Hakka in Dimg#fhou in Taipei County has disappeared generation by generation. The
& old tradi€tions such as “making rice cake on September 9th,” and “flying kites
. on %fﬁ}ember 9th” have faded. To prevent Hakka culture from disappearing

=

. ‘comﬁ ely, Tracks of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County was a top priority

9 when Taipei County Hakka Museum planned and published the series titled Hakka
“ i / People in Taipei County. With the discovery of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipe
. / ," County and their life, it is hoped that people can have more understanding and
2 g F / appreciaté the Hakka culture in Taipei County.
Iy -
f‘!“ e et JVJ‘ i ——— - b A
2 § N “"‘Direﬁﬁ’r.Cullural Affairs Bureau of Taipei County Government //I/(A ’/K'M?
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Preface

Compared to other Hakka studies in northern and southern Taiwan, Tracks of the Hakka in
Dingjhou in Taipei County is very meaningful to the Taipei County Hakka Museum. The book helps
readers have a deeper understanding of pioneer |ife, worship habits, industries, natural
conditions, and social customs of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County. Furthermore, this book
helps readers to know the Hakka in Dingjhou and their contributions to the development of the
local area.

The Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County crossed the sea and settled in Taiwan. They gave money
to build temples, assembly halls, and academies of classical learning in Sinhuang, Wugu, Taisun,
and Tamsui along .the Tamsui River. These construction projects provided the cultural and
educational foundations of Taipei County. Old traditions such as “making rice cakes on September
9th,” and “flying kites on September 9th” are used to describe the Hakka customs in Dingjhou
in Taipei County. Furthermore, the Dingguang Buddah, Minjhu Gongwang Temple, Dongfeng Gongtai,
and Eighteen Wang Kung Temple are all associated with Hakka beliefs. These temples are part of
the unique cultural heritage of Taipei County

The Hakka should work with other ethnic groups and tribes in Taiwan in order to cultivate the
Hakka cultural awareness. Tracks of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County is the first book of
the series entitled Hakka People in Taipei County. This book should not just be a collection of
the Hakka data. It should be an important resource to understand and appreciate Hakka culture in
Taipei County. Sound field research of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County forms the basis
of this book. The authors hope that readers will be able to appreciate the differences of Hakka
culture in Dingjhou from that of Hakka in other cities and counties.

Tracks of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County will be a useful reference to those who are
interested in the Hakka culture

Director, Taipei County Hakka Museum #/S/‘eﬂ'—CAerL béa-l'
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By the author
It seems to be a bold and unprecedented idea to recommend the Dingjhou Hakka and their
dwelling cuhture in the highly urbanized great Taipei County that we are familiar with. Yet,

=i . upen visitimg firsthand the Northern Coastline, Huwei Mountain foothills, Zhangho areas,

V. 2 y ' Hsinchua!ng' Street, and the Nanya Night Market, a closer encounter with descendents of the

-y E ” . Dingjh Hakka has brought me to realize that the rapidly declining traditional custom and

& PN\ N pioneering landscape is, in fact, the hub preserving the vintage flare of Taipei Suburbs and the
i1 = b 3 2 Taf‘ne‘v‘l ‘Hakka estates in the Qing dynasty.

G & red with villages and rural Hakka towss, the Dingjhou Hakka in Taipei County do appear
\::-- to"be tgansient-yetgclose-range neighbors. Every encounter with the Dingjhou Hakka in Taipei
14 | County brings me to be closer to the Hakka pioneering stories shrouded in an ancient ambience
¢ | " and to witness  the Hakka folklore. The viewpoints of a cultural anthropology brings me to
rediscover yet ons;ifler another of the rare glimpses of the distant homeland.

» ,;,_' | am gratefully for“the undivided support of Cultural Affairs Bureau of Taipei Government,
b and the .Taipei County Heka Museum for the publication of the book Tracks of the Hakka in

d Dingjhou in Taipei, County. Research Study on family shrines and dwellings of the Hakka in

3 T Dingjhou in Taip/',ﬁ‘ounty has been published and included field data collection of other Hakka

I© <% dwellings in T ipei County. Under the time constraints, | apologized for extending more articles
<in this book-with my [imited insights. Some issues are needed to be explored in the near future.

R r‘}"" __“lnsaddition, the book is aimed to reveal realistic stories and historic interpretation built
e AT upof’ grassroots history. Therefore, the author tried not to make this book just another form

oﬂ;}e dant narration and excerption. The bibliographies of book titles are shown in the text.
2 _/The rest of the references can be found in the research paper.lastly, in addressing the issue
A /" of howﬁto.praserve the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County foc the future generations, to preserve
i the cultur& through aspects of folklore would be a crucially feasible strategy and revival
- d approach. Fhtroducing the unigque and distinct ethnic group and their way of life, including its
4 cultura)-heritage and intangible folklore assets that remain in the hustle and bustle of Taipei
“‘*.if Countﬂ{wil\ be a significant and practical strategy to preserve the culture
& i
""" % Y

W - author (’uw KM-“V‘@ uﬂo
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Prologue

The book, derived from field contact made in the Hakka villages in Dingjhou in Taipei County,
has attempted to keep traces of the Hakka in terms of heritage recognition and cultural practice
beyond their mother tongue of the Hakka

The book attempts to explore from the historical timeline to practical living ambience,
including the following aspects such as folklore industry, architecture and dwellings, the modern
aspects, and cultural significance of the Hakka in Dingjhou in Taipei County. The book is divided
by chapter and section. Part | reveals the sights of the Hakka villages in Taipei County. Part Il
introduces the Dingjhou Hakka residing in Taipei County. Part Il focuses the family ceremonia
rites on Sept. 9th of the Dingjhou Hakka. Part IV is religious ceremony circle and the religion
of the Dingjhou Hakka. Part V is the folklore custom and industry of the Dingjhou Hakka. Part V
is the architecture and dwellings of the Dingjhou Hakka in Taipei County

The historical timeline on the four major traditional Hakka blocks in Taipei County, the
twenty-one divisions of the four triads encompassing the six major surnames of the Chinshan
Temple, the stories revolving around how certain unique surnames of the Dingjhou Hakka have chosen
to reside in Taipei County, the Dingjhou family ceremonial rites on Sept. 9th, and grassroots
living of the Dingjhou Hakka deep-rooted in historical ambience are introduced in this book. The
traditional custom and heritage that practiced among the Dingjhou Hakka today in Taipei County is
a reminder to all modern Dingjhou Hakka and their way of life are indeed the grassroots resources
and folklore heritage that Taipei County needs to preserve
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