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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s

|iterary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s

literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious qift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Myths. The book is the third in the series The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We hope that
you like it.

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people and presenting
supernatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among people
and reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of humans. Myths can let people
have a better understanding of man, nature and society.

The book selects seventy-six world famous myths, including eighteen
Chinese myths, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek myths as well as influential early
works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew myths, Indian
myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American myths,
Australian myths, etc., are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. And the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The book is written both in Chinese and in English. We have specially
invited the American professors Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to
be the general editors of the translations. They have worked very seriously
and diligently, and ensured the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors

November, 2011
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Long,long ago,according to legend, the universe and all things on earth
were an organic whole;and there was no division of heaven, earth, and ocean.
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Later, with his magic hands,God divided it into heaven, earth, oceans,and
rivers.
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God also made elaborate arrangements and adjustments for the earth,and

created mountains, valleys, hills, basins, forests, fields, and lakes.
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Since then, the mountains and rivers on the land were green,and the air
was clean. Fishes swam in the water, birds flew in the sky,and animals ran in the

forest.
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At last,a god named Prometheus mixed clay with water,and created a
man. Mankind thus appeared.
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Prometheus asked his brother Epimetheus to teach man the abilities and
skills of survival,such as collecting tree leaves for clothes, hunting for food, and
SO on.
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Epimetheus wanted to give man more grace; however, he could do nothing
about it. He had to seek advice from Prometheus.
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With the help of Athena, the Goddess of Wisdom, Prometheus flew to heav-
en, taking a branch with him. .
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When the flaming sun chariot was driving from the east to the west, Pro-
metheus lit his branch.
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He brought the heavenly fire down to the earth,and gave it to man. It was
an unusually valuable gift,a priceless treasure.
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With the fire, men began to warm themselves, to cook food,to forge weap-
ons, to make plough, to mint money, and to trade goods------
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Men were so grateful to Prometheus, who had brought them happiness and
warmth, that they esteemed him as “the God of Benevolence and Savior of Man-
kind”.

.
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But Zeus, the Father of the Gods and the God of Thunder, was mad at see-
ing that man had got fire. He wanted to give man and Prometheus a severe pun-
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There was no woman on the earth yet,so Zeus created a beautiful woman
Pandora with his own hands, and sent her down to the earth to spread disaster.
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Pandora came down to the earth. She fascinated Epimetheus with her beau-
ty and honeyed words, and soon became his wife.
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In Epimetheus’room, Prometheus had stored a box. It was elaborately-
carved and well-decorated with a big lock on it.



