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A MAN WHO DOESN'T
OWN A WATCH*

Alex Rosen* was a rich man but he always went
to work by bus. He always sat with his friend Sam
Stein*. The two men were old friends, but they did not
talk very much. They read their newspapers.

One morning a young man got on the bus. He sat
near Alex and Sam.

As he sat down he said to Alex, “I’m sorry to
trouble you, but can you tell me the time?”

Alex looked up from his newspaper, looked at
the young man, and then looked at his newspaper
again. He did not say anything.

The young man spoke again. “‘I’m sorry to trouble
you,” he said, “but | want to know the time. Can you
tell me, please? | haven’t got a watch.”

Alex did not look up. He did not take his eyes
off* his newspaper. The young man became angry.

watch: (n.) gko

Alex Rosen [‘zliks’rosn]: (n.) EEEETLHT - REFR ©

Sam Stein [’sem’stamn]: (n.) #i§ - HHE °

take one’s eyes off: W HCH BN BB ) "HEE -
1 can’t take my eyes off her. ( BRAEEAMEEE L © )
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3 A MAN WHO DOESN'T OWN A WATCH

“Why won’t you tell me the time?’’ he asked.

Alex said nothing, so Sam Stein answered the
young man’s question.

“It’s nine fifteen,”” he said.

When the bus came to the next stop*, the young
man got off. Sam and Alex were alone again.

“What’s the matter with you, Alex?’’ Sam asked
his friend. “Why didn’t you tell that young man the
time? You’ve got a watch, haven’t you?”

Alex put down his newspaper and looked at his
old friend. “I'll tell you a true story,” he said, “and
you’ll understand.”

“Last year,” he began, ‘I met a young man. He
came up to me on the street. ‘I’m sorry to trouble
you,” he said, ‘but can you tell me where the post
office* is?’

““He was a nice young man so | said, ‘Walk along
with me. I’ll show you. It’s on my way.’

“We walked along and we talked. He told me
about his life. He liked the country. He liked flowers

stop: (n.) (ASLKH -~ BHAM ) ¥ o
post office ['post,ofis]: (n.) ®fiye post —(n. & v.t.) ¥ ;
W 5 B o CRLF1FBharl iy » B KBIAIGE » XBIH mail o )
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5 A MAN WHO DOESN'T OWN A WATCH

and birds. | thought he was a very nice young man.
When we got to the post office, | said, ‘Let’s meet again.
Come to my house on Sunday. I’d like to show my
flowers to you.’
“He came to my house. | showed him my flowers.
I took him inside the house and we had some tea.
Then my daughter, Lily*, came in. She and the young
man began to talk. Then he left.
“The next Sunday he came to the house again.
But he didn’t come to see me. He came to see my
daughter, Lily. He asked her to go to the country with
him. | couldn’t stop her, could 1? She’s not a child.
She’s over twenty-one.
“The next Sunday she went out with him again.
And the next Sunday. She went out with him every
: Sunday for six months. Then she married him.”’
Sam Stein laughed. “That’s a very happy story,
Alex.”
“Happy!” Alex cried. “Happy! You don’t know
what you are saying. That young man had no money.

Lily ["hl: (n) ##i (&F4 ) ©
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7 - A MAN WHO DOESN'T OWN A WATCH

He had no job. He knew | was rich and he married my
daughter because | was rich. She is very unhappy
with him.”

“Oh, that’s too bad,” Sam said. “I'm sorry.”
He thought about Alex’s story. Then he said, “But |
still don’t understand, Alex. Why wouldn’t you speak to
the young man this morning? He only wanted to know
the time.” '

“l don’t know what he wanted,” Alex said. “I
don’t believe anyone now. | have another daughter,
Lucy. If | speak to another young man, | may like him.
I may ask him to my house. He may meet Lucy. They
may fall in love. She may marry him.”

“But why not?” Sam asked. “Your daughter will
meet a young man one day*. She will want to marry.”

“My daughter,” Alex said, ‘“‘is not going to marry
a man who doesn’t own a watch.”

one day: (3REEZEAY) HH 3 H—K o I'll come and see you
one day. #KE—KIKAHKEN o One day I met him on the
street. H—REBEH LBRMT -
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EXERCISES

A~ R :

1. How did Alex always go to work?

2. What did a young man on the bus ask Alex one
morning?

3. What did Alex say to the young man?

4. Who told the young man the time?

5. What did a young man who met Alex on the street
last year ask him?

6. Why did Alex ask the young man to come to his
house?

7. Who did the young man meet in Alex’s house?

8. How often did Lily go out with the young man?

9. Why was Lily unhappy with the young man?

10. What may happen if Alex speaks to another young

man?



EXERCISES 10
B~ &

1. He did not take his eyes off his newspaper.
| can’t take my eyes off her.

2. Your daughter will meet a man one day.
I’ll come and see you one day.

C~ ¥ :
1. RARAMBEREXEOER
2. WERA-RFABRBES -



