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Preface

Nowadays, museums and libraries are important learning areas for the public. Their structure
and functions have many similarities. These are, for example, conservation, demonstration, data
collection, and recreation through the provision of public space to the community. However, the
success of electronic technology in the 21st century is driving the utilization of the internet and
making digital conservation techniques popular. It has changed the nature of interaction between
museums, libraries and the public. Through the internet, data can be found and explored easily;
research can be conducted on a computer at home. Under the impact of the new technology, we :;lre
forced to rethink the social responsibility of museums and libraries. The questions of how to
combine the humanities with technology, and how to highlight the particularity of their functions,
has caused us to break from the status quo and look for new directions.

The issues of this conference mainly concern trends within museums and libraries in the last
half-century. They are: the experience of museums and libraries in making use of non-governmental
resources in research and display, international and cross-strait cultural exchanges, the research of
artifacts and documents in Taiwan and Fukien Province, the excavation and conservation of
aboriginal artifacts, and the employment of technology in the conservation of artifacts in the 21st
century. All these issues have for long been major tasks for scholars and specialists.

This year (2005) is the fiftieth anniversary of the National Museum of History and the
ninetieth anniversary of the National Taiwan Library. The library has recently received permission
from the Ministry of Education to turn over 3,830 artifacts to the National Museum of History. Most
of the items in the collection were acquired, after the end of Japanese rule on Taiwan, from a
corporate body named Southern Asia Archives. The other items are the library's purchases of early
Taiwanese folk artifacts. It is to celebrate this important event that the National Museum of History
énd the National Taiwan Library are together holding this conference, Dialogue between Museums
and Libraries. We have invited scholars and specialists to present papers and publicized the event to
the public and to the staff of museums and libraries.

The main purpose of this conference is to gather the opinions of the specialists, in order to
encourage new ideas for further development. We want museums and libraries to cooperate more
efficiently and seek better communication in sharing public resources. In addition, in the furtherance
of its aim to promote lifelong learning among the public, the conference wishes to make good use of
technology and resources of social education.

I am delighted to welcome you to this conference, which I wish every success.

Tseng Teh-Gin

Acting Director
National Museum of History
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Abstract

In 1895, the Japanese colonial regime was established in Taiwan. Under tﬁe regime of
Kodama Gentaro, the fourth Japanese governor, the development of Taiwan was gradually and
stabilized. It was decided to create libraries and museums. In 1908, Taiwan Governor's Palace
Museum was established under the Propagation Bureau of the Civil Affairs Department and in
1915, Taiwan Governor's Palace Library was built. The libraries took charge of the collection
and display of Taiwanese academic works, craft work and industrial products. They also made
books, archives, and documentary files available to readers. The main purpose was to underline
Japan's sovereignty over Taiwan and its process in colonizing Taiwan.

Libraries and Museums thus came to represent a window on modern Western knowledge.
Under the shadow of colonialism, Taiwan also strove to approach Western modernity by
following the lead of Japanese bureaucrats, scholars and specialists who cherished the ideal of
“developing the new territory” . This thesis mainly introduces the historical development of
the National Taiwan Museum, including its eighteen-year merger with the Taiwan Governor's
Palace Museum and the Taiwan Governor's Palace Library. By reference to items in the
museum's collection, and to historical events, it discusses the sometimes discordant relationship
between colonialism and the modernity of knowledge in Taiwan. A plan for the establishment

of a possible system of Taiwan Museums, to publicize the modernity of knowledge in Taiwan,

is proposed in the conclusion.

Keywords : Taiwan Governor's Palace Museum, Colonialism, Modermnity,

The System of Taiwan Museums
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