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A Brief Introduction

This is one of the few books on Liu Yuxi, the political re-
former, materialist philosopher and outstanding writer of the Tang
Dynasty. It is characterized by two remarkable features. First ,its
author reconsiders a series of questions about Liu Yuxi’s life,
such as his ancestry, native place, birthplace, family back-
ground, studies, scholarly honour, official position, social net-
work, and the political developments around the “ Yongzhen Re-
forms” , coming to some new conclusions which may redress the
omissions and errors in the previous literature. Second, its author
comprehensively outlines and evaluates Liu Yuxi’s political
thought, philosophy, his outlook on life, and views on literature
and art.

The copious quotations, the thorough analysis and the style
of explaning the profound in simple terms make the book not only
an excellent academic work but also an interesting book for all

readers.
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