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Unit One

An Overview of Chinese MICE® Cities

Since reform and opening-up to the outside world, China has made great
development in convention and exhibition industry. Over the past ten years, the
exhibition economy rose gradually in scale and benefit, and has developed into one of
the three most promising industries, greatly impelling the regional economy and urban
economic development. Success of 2008 Beijing Olympic Games and 2010 Shanghai
World Expo not only shows the world the image of a more open and confident China,
but also helps the world to feel the strength of Chinese exhibition industry. The year
2010 witnesses the booming of convention and exhibition industry in China; 2010

belongs to the city convention and exhibition industry in China.
Beijing—Head of China’s Exhibition Industry

According to the China International Exhibition Center Group Corporation data, the
total exhibition area of Beijing ranks first of the country. Its scale and grade are ahead of
the other cities. Some exhibitions have entered the rank of the international brand
exhibition. Machine Tool Exhibition, Foundry Exhibition, Textile Machinery
Exhibition, Print Exhibition and Refrigeration Exhibitions have obtained the
authentication of Union of International Fairs ( UFI). Of the six exhibitions that have
gained access to UFI authentication, five are in Beijing and the other is in Shanghai.
There are numerous main exhibition organizations in Beijing, and the type of exhibition
is also very complete, including international conferences and exhibitions. Every year
the ratio increases significantly. In 2010, Beijing exhibition industry has reached a total

market size of nearly 4 billion Yuan. Exhibitions held in Beijing are mainly economic

N

@ MICE: Initials for meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions.
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and technological ones, which account for more than 70% of the total and have formed
the prototype of the Chinese exhibition industry. Centralized authority and the market
concentration of resources are the bases for the development of Beijing exhibition

industry.
Shanghai—An Upstart of International Exhibition Industry

In 1990s, Shanghai’s exhibition industry began to develop. Nowadays, the number
of national or international exhibitions held in this city has increased at an annual rate of
nearly 20% , of which 50 exhibitions have had a considerable international reputation. A
city of international economic, financial and trade center, Shanghai’s total area of
exhibition venues stands in the forefront of the nation. Shanghai exhibition industry rose
rapidly with the pace of reform and opening-up, and has become the highlight and new
booster of the national economy of the city.

There are more than 100 professional exhibition companies, exhibition structures
and transportation companies along with over 4,000 people employed in these
industries. The exhibition has become a vibrant growth industry.

More than half of the world’s top 100 industrial-based multinational corporations
have gathered in Shanghai. Some high-level international conferences held in Shanghai
have won Shanghai a reputation of international convention center. These include
APEC, Shanghai International Industry Fair, International Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting, etc.

Shanghai World Expo extends from May 1st to October 31st in 2010, lasting half a
year. It is estimated that 70 million people from all over the world will be attracted to
visit it. The Expo’s subject is “better city, better life”. Shanghai World Expo has been
held as scheduled, and will further strengthen the ties between China and other
countries in society, economy and various aspects. Furthermore, it will help the Chinese
to establish a more intimate relationship with all peoples, and enable Chinese people
and enterprises to know more about each participating country’s economy and culture,
impelling Chinese enterprises to go abroad and develop the overseas market, which will
in turn bring good opportunities to various countries in developing business partnerships

and the technological exchange with China.
Guangzhou—One Exhibition Impelling the Booming of more Exhibitions

With a reputation of “the first Chinese exhibition” and a display area of 170, 000
square meters, Guangzhou Export Commodities Fair has passed through 53 years. It is
currently the most comprehensive international trade event with the longest history, of

the largest size and most complete types of goods to the largest attendance and with the
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best business turnover. Guangzhou, the political, economical and cultural center of
South China, is one of the most active areas of the domestic convention economy where
convention and exhibition industry developed very early. Depended on the Fair’s
influence, the Guangzhou peripheral locality has presented the pattern of a hundred
exhibitions striving for hegemony. Its display quantity, display area, exhibition scale
and influence are ranked in the national front row.

Since the reform and opening-up, Guangzhou and the Zhujiang Delta region have
become a hot spot for foreign investment, the processing and manufacturing center of
China, and the world. Exhibitions of electronic components, light industry and
consumer goods have developed rapidly. Guangzhou convention and exhibition industry
is characterized by a high opening degree. There are Guangzhou Export Commodities
Fair at the state-level, overseas specialized exhibitions from abroad, and various
professional exhibitions operated by private exhibition organizations. We have reasons to
believe that with the speeding process of building Guangzhou into an internationalized
metropolis, and based on its original advantages, Guangzhou exhibition industry will

attract more international exhibitions.
Dalian—A Coastal City “with the Business Card of Exhibition”

Dalian convention and exhibition economy has been propped up by a dozen of
stereotyped brand shows such as “Dalian Fashion Festival”. With the completion of
Dalian Xinghai Convention and Exhibition Centre in 1996 as a hallmark, the exhibition
industry in Dalian began to develop rapidly. Within several years, its economy and trade
display projects developed from little to many, the exhibition scale from small to large,
the subjects from single to diversity, and the contents from synthesis to specialty. The
exhibition industry has maintained an annual growth rate of 20%, and turned mature
gradually. Mr. Bo Xilai, the mayor of Dalian city, once said that in order to increase the
proportion of international exhibits and enhance international cooperation, greater efforts
should be made to improve the level of the exhibition layout and make exhibition a
beautiful Dalian business card opening to the outside world. Dalian is thus hailed as a
coastal city “with a business card of convention and exhibition”.

Currently, Dalian ranks after Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou in Chinese MICE

cities.
Shenzhen—A New MICE City Coming to the Fore

No other cities have experienced the ups and downs in exhibition industry like
Shenzhen. It wasn’t until 1999 that “Shenzhen Hi-Tech Exchange Conference” became

the core of the leading exhibition, which brought convention and exhibition industry of
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Shenzhen to a climax. With the success of “Hi-Tech Exchange Conference”, Shenzhen
exhibition industry ushered in the spring of development. Display companies and various
exhibitions grew like mushrooms. During the two years from 2000 to 2001, more than
200 commercial exhibitions were conducted in Shenzhen. Some well-known brand
exhibitions like Clock and Watch Exhibition, Gifts Exhibition, China Hi-tech Fair
etc., have been formed in Shenzhen.

According to incomplete statistics, in 2000, the direct creation of economic
efficiency coming from Shenzhen exhibition industry is above 200 million Yuan, and
have brought several billion Yuan’s additional output values for the related
transportation, finance, communication, advertisement, decoration, traveling, and
business etc. Shenzhen exhibition industry has become a new growth point for economic
development. The important position of the convention & exhibition economy in the
tertiary industry has been stably established. Shenzhen exhibition divides approximately
into two parts: the first are various exhibitions adapting with the traditional industry like
clock and watch exhibition, furniture exhibition etc.; the second are the convention
echoing with the new economical, high technology and new technology industrial

development, like China Hi-tech Fair, Internet Exhibition and so on.
Chengdu—Leading Convention & Exhibition Industry in West China

The exhibition material from Chengdu Exhibition Office shows that five big
exhibition halls such as Century City New International Convention & Exhibition Centre
have been formed, and the hall area has broken through 200, 000 square meters,
ranking the fourth place in the MICE cities after Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou. In
2007, 86 exhibitions such as the automobile, medicine, good food and sugar and
alcoholic commodities exhibitions were conducted in Chengdu.

According to statistics, Chengdu has reached an exhibition asset size of 85 billion
Yuan, and the annual output of about 7 billion. In accordance with international practice
1:9 of the industry leading role, the exhibition economy has given an impetus to
Chengdu’s economy by 60 billion Yuan every year. Conventions and exhibitions of a
large scale in Chengdu include the National Sugar and Alcoholic Commodities Fair,
Software Association Meéting, Chengdu Furniture Exhibition, Chengdu Auto Show and
Good Food Traveling Festival etc. “Chengdu wants to build an internationally influential
city exhibition business card on the basis of its own characteristics and needs.

* * *

Currently, the leading role of convention and exhibition industry has been shown in

the country. It may extend forward to constitute the supply chain of exhibition service,

including relevant service industries like guesthouse hotel, transportation, cultural
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traveling, dining entertainment, advertisement media and so on; it may also extend
backward to constitute optimization development of the first and second industries. On
the whole, 1 unit exhibition output value may lead 9 units output values of the related
profession. By this calculation, the Chinese exhibition industry’s contribution to the
socio-economic growth has reached more than a thousand billion Yuan each year. There

is no doubt China will play an increasingly important role in the international exhibition

industry.
New Words

alcoholic / @lka'holik/ adj. JEAEHI n. [C] MEEE, HR
association /asausi'erfon/ n. e, #H; BE, &6, XfE
authentication /a1,0entr'’kerfon/ n. [U] TAiE; %5E; AR
benefit /'bentfit/ n. 3§4L, HFAb; HTE, RKEE

boom /buim/ vi. B, FEEE; MRE 0 WY, (BFFE) iR, AHEAkE
booster /'buista/ n. [C] BhifESs; PUEHIZiwE, BEIE

calculation / kelkju'lerfon/ n. [U] & ; #ElF, B, f&it; £8; Hit
characteristic / karikto'ristik/ adj. FEA R, AR n. [C] FFE, FF&
commodity /ko'mpditi/ n. [C] B&, HHY; AR AA

concentration / kpnsen'treifon/ n. [U] &>, £H; £+, £4

constitute /'konstitjuit/ vt. ¥R, HR; B, HIE; EE, 1F4r
convention /kan'venfan/ n. [C] K<&; &, BH; i, theE
corporation / koipa'reifan/ n. [C] A H]

currently /'karontli/ adv. 4Rj; HEI; BT

delta /'delta/ n. (FTEH)) =AM

dining /'damig/ n. #HE&E

exhibitor / Ig'ZIbIta/ n. [C] B2R¥%, SRBH

extend /1k'stend/ vi. & vt. (ZS|d]. BE]) %ELE; HEK; ¥ B; K3

fair /fea/ n. [C] £Ti; BYS, RS, ARaXSE

finance /'famens/ n. [U] WMB, &ft; B4, MHEHEL w. K- 25 %
M S RE )

fore /f21/ adj. TERIERH adv. FERTL, BIRTL

foundry /'faundri/ n. %1

guesthouse /'gesthaus/ n. [C] &R, BB

hallmark /'ho:lmazk/ n. [C] #Ri2, #5:&; A, FFIE

hegemony /hi'gemoni/ n. [U] 4i3f; #EHE; F;NEX

highlight /'hailartt/ n. [C] B&, BIEEHMIS o RIH, R, BFEF
influential / ,influ'enfal/ adj. &K

&
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impel /1m'pel/ vt. #EZf, HEPBMEEAMSHEE

impetus /'mmpitas/ n. [ U] #E3h, {3, #E; sh&, shAH

increasingly /m'krizsigli/ adv. H2§, #ORARZH, AWTHE N

intimate /'mtimit/ adj. FEH, BUK; BAK; ERM

medium /'mirdjom/ n. [C] 4k

multinational / malti'nefanol/ adj. ZEE, BEK

optimization / pptimar'zetfon/ n. [U] BfEfk, H|iftdk; 1k

partnership /'paimafip/ n. [C&U] {kfEXE, AkANB; BEXE
il

peripheral /pa'rifaral/ adj. LY, HIEH

prototype /'proutotarp/ n. [C] JRE, 4, B4

ratio /'retfiov/ n. ., HFE

reform /ri'form/ n. WE, WE, K& v & v BE, E, ki

regional /'rixdzonal/ adj. HIXHY, XK

relevant /'relivant/ adj. %K), YIBE

reputation /repju'terfon/ n. [C] &K, &5, K%

software /'softwea/ n. [U] ¥4

tertiary /'t3:fori/ adi. =[], E=HH

textile /'tekstail/ n. [U&C] Zi4A 5, 48

turnover /'tamjouve/ n. [U&C] ENvHi; (FTER) HB n [C] KE
BRf

usher /'Afo/ vt. 5|40, R

upstart /'apstazt/ n. [C] F&R, BEKF; BEEAHA adi. BEW

urban /'aitbon/ adj. T

venue /'venjur/ n. [C] BE&HAE; £%; KRBT HEGHT

vibrant /'vaibront/ adj. FEiHAESHI, W FWHH; R, W

witness /'witnis/ n. [C] Hii#, IEAN; iFid, WF#E o Hi, iFEH

Phrases and Expressions

ahead of A\ F----- ZHi; FEFREIS

develop into KB N

echo with [E{; - -FERY

gain access to FRMESEA ; HHUHEH

account for HF, Lo Bt B (JRE); Xfeeeee A R7E
at an annual rate of PAEE4AE------ B 32 B

extend from...to... MA\------ gk (JEfH) 3|

inturn  ARIR, RHHL; MNH; FE

M,
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y A
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base on  [f:eeee R FEA

pass through £33, &5

prop up XHF, X

hail...as fg------ BE N

rank after HEZ7E----- zZkE

strive for sth. /to do sth. Ay------ mearsl, FEEEEE
come to the fore #HFELA

the ups and downs (of sh. /sth. ) B3, JiiF
bring...to a climax J:---- HrEE (TUS)
adapt with 53BN

usher sth. in #3E; FiH, Hw

break through Zf, gk

in accordance with 5------ —3, K

give an impetus to  #5-----+ VIFESN/

Proper Names

MICE cities 23R

convention and exhibition industry &)\l

Machine Tool Exhibition #L/KE

Textile Machinery Exhibition Z542 ¥k &

Shanghai International Industry Fair ¥ T4 (ERTIERS)
International Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting [E R &4E 4
Shanghai World Expo it

Guangzhou Export Commodities Fair [ &4 (J"MHOFRXEE)
Dalian Fashion Festival JCi&ERf3ETy

Shenzhen Hi-Tech Exchange Conference ¥RIYI|EARL

Clock and Watch Exhibition #hERE

China Hi-Tech Fair FEERZS

National Sugar and Alcoholic Commodities Fair £ EMER S HE
Software Association Meeting 344 (#MBIRE)

Chengdu Fumniture Exhibition FREFEE

Chengdu Auto Show JREZEE

Good Food Traveling Festival & RIET

the tertiary industry S =7=\)

China International Exhibition Center Group Corporation 1 [E [H 54 & vh 0> £

B/
LN

Union of International Fairs (UIF)  [EfrESE
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APEC (The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) I KZ-& 2L
Dalian Xinghai Convention and Exhibition Centre Ki%EEBSBEH L
Century City New International Convention & Exhibition Centre 47 35 3r [ Fr

gL (RER)

1.

Bo Xilai HEER (AZ)
Notes

Exhibitions held in Beijing are mainly economic and technological ones, which

account for more than 70% of the total and have formed the prototype of the

Chinese exhibition industry.

BB ELSUZTFTEARLANET—LHAE SR 70% , ELEELE

BT P ES R AR o

The expression “account for” means “give a reckoning of”.

More examples:

(1) Poor peasants accounted for the majority on the rural population.

(2) The boy has to account (to his ‘parents) for the money they give him for school
expenses.

Nowadays, the number of national or international exhibitions held in this city has

increased at an annual rate of nearly 20%, of which 50 exhibitions have had a

considerable international reputation.

BAE, RXBESRT 2 E s E PR R LIS 4RI 20% R BE#, H+
50 NEA T YH EFRAE B

Here the expression “held in this city” is used as a post modifier. “of which” is

used to introduce an attributive clause, modifying “ national or international

exhibitions”. The expression “at an annual rate of” means “at the rate of...every

year”.

More examples:

(1) In the past three years, the plant’s product sales grew at an annual rate of 10
percent.

(2) In recent years, the mine’s coal production has grown at an annual rate of 2. 5
times.

It wasn’t until 1999 that “Shenzhen Hi-Tech Exchange Conference” became the core

of the leading exhibition, which brought convention and exhibition industry of

Shenzhen to a climax.

HE 1999 %, Ll “BXL” AROKELES, AR R —

A

Here “which” is used to introduce a non-restrictive attributive clause; “bring...to a

N TARY



climax” means “to cause...to ascend to the climax”.

Comprehension

I. Pair work and group discussion

A. Pair work

Directions: One of the students asks the questions and the other gives answers.
When you have finished, the teacher may want to put some of the questions to you for a
check.

1) What caused Beijing to become the head of China’s convention and exhibition
industry?

2) Why do we describe Shanghai as an upstart of international exhibition industry?
At what rate has the number of national and international exhibitions held in Shanghai
increased nowadays?

3) Which exhibition has been described as “the First Chinese Exhibition”? How
old is it?

4) What has Dalian been hailed as? Why?

5) What is the core of the leading exhibition in Shenzhen? When did it become the
core?

B. Group discussion

Directions: Break into small groups and discuss the following topics. Later the
teacher may want to ask some of you to present the ideas of your group.

1) Tell the symbolic and practical meanings of the success of 2010 Shanghai World
Expo.

2) What enabled Shenzhen to become a new MICE city coming to the fore?

3) What benefits can convention and exhibition industry bring to a city?

4) According to your opinion, what are the key points in developing a city’s
convention and exhibition industry?

5) Why is it necessary for us college students to study this textbook? Is it helpful

for our future work?
II. Multiple Choice

Directions: Read the following questions or incomplete statements and choose the
One that may best answer the question or complete the statement.
1) Which of the following exhibitions in Beijing have gained the authentication
of UIF?
A. Machine Tool Exhibition, Foundry Exhibition, Textile Machinery Exhibition

and Floral Exhibition.
k(m



