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Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you four times. During
the first reading, which will be done at normal speed, listen and try to understand the mean-
ing. For the second and third readings, the passage will be read sentence by sentence, or
phrase by phrase, with intervals of 15 seconds. The last reading will be done at normal speed
again and during this time you should check your work. You will then be given 2 minutes to
check through your work once more.

Passage 1
Unidentified Flying Objects

There are many explanations for why UFOs visit the Earth./ The most popular
one is that they may contain visitors from other planets. / To fly such an aircraft, their
builders must develop different forms of aviation, / because they seem to fly much fast-
er than normal aircraft./ The UFQOs, it is believed, must contain scientists / from other




planets who are studying life on earth. / It is even believed that several such aircraft
may have landed on earth / and the space visitors may be living amongst us. /

But there are also less fantastic explanations available. / Although some sightings
of UFOs are difficult to explain, most can be explained quite easily. / In many cases
the observers might have made a mistake. / They might have seen a weather balloon or

an aircraft. / Or the light they saw in the sky might have been light from the ground, /
reflected on to the clouds. /

However, the exact cause of many sightings still remains a mystery. /

Passage 2
A Market Strategy

As a traveler in other countries, you will never get the locals’ price in the market, /
but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try. /

Take your time, especially with significant purchases. / If you want to buy an ex-
pensive carpet, / for instance, stop by the shop for a few days / running to see if the
“final price” there has become less certain. / If it hasn’t, disappear for a few days to
let the shop owner sweat / before you come back to continue negotiation. / If the shop
owner isn’t smiling when you make your final transaction, / that’s a good sign that you
got a fair price. /

The best rule is that if you really want something, / bargain as hard as you can,
and then go ahead and buy it. / The truth is that you will forget about any $2, $ 20,
or $ 200 overcharge / as soon as you hear your friends’ sighs of approval / while telling
the story of bargaining in the crowded and dusty markets.

Passage 3
The Learning Chains

When people are asked to name a language school, / more often than not, they
think of one of the large international chains of schools. / Some of the most familiar
names are vast language teaching organizations / with schools in many different coun-
tries, / teaching a variety of languages. / Other well known chains operate in only a
few countries / and may teach just one language. /

One of the main strengths of these chains is that their name is familiar to people all
over the world. / This can be a big advantage in the confusing world of language learn-
ing. / Most students are often confused / by the large choice of schools and courses on
offer, both at home and abroad, / and so many prefer to choose a school with a famil-
iar name and an established reputation. / Chain schools know this, / and part of their




success is due to effective marketing and advertising. / which helps to keep their name
well known.

Passage 4
The Credit Card in U. S.

Today, more and more people in the U.S. are using credit cards / instead of mon-
ey to buy what they need. / Almost anyone who has a steady income and a continuous
work record / can apply for a credit card. /

With a credit card, you can buy a car, eat a dinner, take a trip. and even get a
haircut / by charging the cost to your account. / In this way. you can pay for purchases
a month or two later. / Or you may choose to spread out your payments over several
months / and pay only part of the total amount each month. / With a credit card, you
don’t have to carry much cash / and you don’t have to be concerned about losing your
money / through carelessness or theft. / The card user only has to worry about paying
the final bill. / This of course can be a problem / if you spend more than you can pay
for.

Passage 5

The Medicine Man

Among the Indians of North America the medicine man was a very important per-
son./ He could cure illnesses and he could speak to the spirits. / The spirits are the
supernatural forces that controlled the world. /

The Indians believed that bad spirits made people ill. / So. when people were ill,
the medicine man tried to help them by using magic./ He spoke to the good spirits and
asked for their help. /

Many people were cured because they thought that the spirits were helping them. /
But really these people cured themselves. / Sometimes your own mind is the best doctor
for you./

The medicine men were often successful for another reason. too./ They knew
about plants that really can cure illnesses./ A lot of modern medicines are made from
plants / that were used by medicine men hundreds of years ago./
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