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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury

of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been

awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.
Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you another precious gift, 7he Picture Treasury
of World Science Fiction Stories. This set is the fifth in the series entitled
The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children.
We hope that you will enjoy them.

A science fiction story depicts unusual scientific fantasies through
literary means. It presents man’s soaring aspirations to explore, to
understand and to harness nature. It can satisfy your curiosity and thirst
for knowledge and help you learn scientific knowledge, long for the future
development of science, and enrich your imagination.

The set consists of eighteen world-famous science fiction stories,
including four Chinese ones and presents them in ten volumes. It includes
more than fifteen hundred pictures.

The editor-in-chief of the series is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the Chinese
writer of children’s literature. He has set strict demands on the overall
plan, contents and compilation and made careful checks to ensure
its quality. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former president of the
Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and English so that Chinese
readers can learn English while appreciating the works. We have
specially invited Dr. Daniel Downes, an American professor and teacher
of literature, to be the general editor of the translations. He has worked
arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the English
translations in the book.

»
The Editors
November, 2011
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(1) 1949 FHRM—K, BB, BREH. SHEHIBKARELE
x - MR, ENHER EAGEHARZAT, BPEREZMARRSELE L,
RREXREZAFAMP TR . “SRIELE! FREER, AEWE
e, XREMZHE "

On a sunny summer day in 1949 just before his disappearance from the
world,Joseph Schwartz,a short, fat, retired tailor who liked reading, was walk-
ing down a suburban Chicago street of America, and reciting a poem by the fa-
mous English poet Robert Browning—— “Live with me in the future / Life and
death are both of great nature------"
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A shabbily dressed smiling rag doll was lying in the middle of the sidewalk.
It looked like an abandoned baby. Schwartz was about to kick it with his right
foot, when he suddenly felt diggy as if whirled around by the wind. He had no
breath and fell unconscious.
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In a nuclear research institute on the other side of Chicago,Dr. Smith was
gazing at a beam of blue light behind the chemist through the half-opened door.
The chemist,a young man, was whistling while putting a measuring bottle slant-
edly on the table. Inside the bottle,a little white metal powder was rolling and
gradually dissolved in the liquid.
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Dr. Smith rushed inside, took a ruler and wiped everything on the table to the
floor. The dissolved metal fizzed terribly, splashed everywhere and then coagu-
lated on the floor and gave off heat. The doctor seemed lost in thought and said
to the chemist, “This is dangerous! I’m sure this place is full of radiation power
which has leaked out. We’d better collect the cooled metal and analyse it. ”
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When Schwartz opened his eyes, he was sitting on a dense grassland sur-
rounded by trees whose leaves had turned red. The toy doll was still there, but
had been cut by something. How strange it seemed! When evening came, he
stood up and wanted to pass the night in someone’s home. After it was dark, he
saw through trees the horizon sending out a beam of blue light. There looked like
a radiation district.
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He ran to the highway, crossed fields, canals, forests,and a stream. He found
a white house which still had light. Kicking the door, he shouted wildly. A thin,
tall and haughty woman who looked stupefied,opened the door and spoke a
language which Schwartz did not understand. Behind her there stood a thin man
who had a weather-beaten face. Schwartz tried hard to support himself by hold-
ing the door, and smiled nervously at them.
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The woman named Royar and the man, her husband Abing, were both farm-
ers. At that time, they had been playing cards. Mailoo,Royar’s father who
preferred reading, was sitting in an engined wheelchair in the corner. Mailoo
showed a newspaper to them and said, “The Milky Way Empire is going to send
an archaeology team to the earth. Bell Awadon,a senior research fellow of the
Empire Archaeology Research Institute, is now researching the earth in the Sirius
Zone which has the deepest hatred of the earth. It is said that he will make a great
achievement. ”
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Suddenly, someone knocked at the door heavily and shouted sternly. Royar
looked flustered. After she and her husband hurriedly hid Mailoo in the next
room, they opened the door with hostility. '




