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Studies on Cestodes in China

Records of the Sui Dynasty (581 ~ 618) mention several cases of
cestode infection caused by the consumption of roasted bull meat . In more
recent times, Chinese cestodology research failed to keep up with interna-
tional research, although important work had been done between 1920 —
30 and in the 1940s and 1950s when a wide range of studies in cestode
taxonomy were published ( Li, 1948; Gu, 1958; He, 1959; Lin, 1959;
etc. ). These authors were mostly parasitologists who had conducted large
- scale cestode field research. At present, the leading authorities in ces-
todology are Prof. Lin Yuguang of Xiamen University in southern China
and Yun Lian of Academia sinica in northern China. Both scholars have
done extensive wildlife research in the course of which a great number of
hitherto in China unknown cestoda species were discovered. Lin (1982a;
1982b; 1984; 1986 ) also investigated the life — cycles of several cestode
species and generally advanced the research in cestodology in China. So
far, however, no comprehensive scholarly work on this subject has been
published in this country and the author of the present publication hopes
to fill this gap and stimulate further research in this field.

The present work focuses on the taxonomy of cestodes from reptiles,
fish, and mammals and also a small number from birds. The author com-
pares the ultra — morphology of cestoda with that of certain, medically im-
portant insects and finds that the morphological body structures and the
receptor functions in the higher developmental stages of protostomes (in-
secta, f.e. Periplaneta americana) are much further differentiated than
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those in the less developed stage of the genus cestoda (f.e. Anomoaenia
amaurornisus ) . Furthermore, by the technique of SME, it has been ob-
served that the cestoda are equipped with at least two types of sensilla in
the scolex; this finding puts into question the relevant, and so far unchal-
lenged statements in ~General Zoology” - the text book widely used in
China at the moment. The author’s above — mentioned finding may also
lead to new insights in cestodology research circles. At the same time,
the author believes that cestode research in China has reached internation-
al standards, as recently demonstrated by the work of Liao and Lun
(1998) who employed methods of molecular biology in determining the
phylogeny of species in the genus Bothriocephallus.
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— . J&3k B Proteocephalidea Mola, 1928

(—) /& 3~#} Proteocephalidae La Rue, 1911

1. J& L8 Proteocephalus Weinland, 1853

(1) FEHBFELLEHR P. fima (Meggitt, 1927)
KuE . fEE

(2) FERIFELZE S P. ficus (Meggitt, 1927)
KuE . HEE
By E e, BRI

(3) H/NEKLZH P, exiguus La Rue, 1911
Ly E s, BRI

(4) KBiFL% S P. longicollis (Zeder, 1800)
MEAE. BRI

(5) /MAKSKEHE P. torulosus (Butsch, 1786)
RACRED . aiEasl, A BRI

(6) B KA M P. parasiluri Yamaguti, 1934
. YLF

2. W7 B Ophiotaenia La Rue, 1911

(7) MR & H 0. nankingensis Hsii, 1935
BXEE: R
(8) BEEMHLE 0. fixa Meggitt, 1927



