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Selected Addresses of Jimmy Carter

Our Nation’s Past and Future
July15, 1976

In accepting the Democratic Party’s
nomination for President, Mr. Carter told
the Democratic National Convention meeting
at Madison Square Garden in New York City
on July 15, 1976.

My name is Jimmy Carter, and I'm running for President.

It’s been a long time since 1 said those words the first time, and
now I've come here after seeing our great country to accept your
nomination.

I accept it, in the words of John F. Kennedy, with a full and
grateful heart and with only one obligation: to devote every effort of
body, mind and spirit to lead our party back to victory and our
nation back to greatness.

It's a pleasure to be here with all you Democrats and to see that
our Bicentennial celebration® and our Bicentennial convention has
been one of decorum and order without any fights or free-for-alls (J&
). With this kind of a united Democratic Party, we are ready, and
eager, to take on (#Mi5) the Republicans—whichever Republican
Party they decide to send against us in November.

Nineteen seventy-six will not be a year of politics as usual. It
can be a year of inspiration and hope, and it will be a year of concern,

of quiet and sober reassessment of our nation’s character and purpose.
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Selected Addresses of Jimmy Carter

It has already been a year when voters have confounded ({##HZEX) the
experts. And I guarantee you that it will be the year when we give
the government of this country back to the people of this country.

There is a new mood in America. We have been shaken by a
tragic war abroad® and by scandals and broken promises at home®.
Our people are searching for new voices and new ideas and new
leaders.

Although government has its limits and cannot solve all our
problems, we Americans reject the view that we must be reconciled
to failures and mediocrity (&), or to an inferior quality of life.
For I believe that we can come through this time of trouble stronger
than ever. Like troops who have been in combat, we have been
tempered in the fire; we have been disciplined, and we have been
educated.

Guided by lasting and simple moral values, we have emerged
idealists without illusions, realists who still know the old dreams of
justice and liberty, of country and of community.

This year we have had thirty state primaries (%) —more
than ever before—making it possible to take our campaign directly to
the people of America: to homes and shopping centers, to factory
shift lines and colleges, to beauty parlors and barbershops, to

farmers’ markets and union halls.
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This has been a long and personal campaign—a humbling experience,
reminding us that ultimate political influence rests not with the power
brokers but with the people. This has been a time of tough debate on
the important issues facing our country. This kind of debate is part
of our tradition, and as Democrats we are heirs to a great tradition.

I have never met a Democratic President, but I have always
been a Democrat.

Years ago, as a farm boy sitting outdoors with my family on the
ground in the middle of the night, gathered close around a battery
radio connected to the automobile battery and listening to the
Democratic conventions in far-off cities, I was a long way from the
selection process. I feel much closer to it tonight.

Qurs is the party of the man who was nominated by those distant
conventions and who inspired and restored this nation in its darkest
hours—Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Ours is the party of a fighting Democrat who showed us that a
common man could be an uncommon leader—Harry S. Truman.

Ours is the party of a brave young President who called the
young at heart, regardless of age, to seek a “New Frontier”® of
national greatness—John F. Kennedy.

And ours is also the party of a great-hearted Texan who took
office in a tragic hour and who went on to do more than any other
President in this century to advance the cause of human rights—
Lyndon Johnson.

Our Party was built out of the sweatshops of the old Lower East

Side®@, the dark mills of New Hampshire, the blazing hearths of Illinois,
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the coal mines of Pennsylvania, the hard-scrabble farms of the
southern coastal plains, and the unlimited frontiers of America.

Ours is the party that welcomed generations of immigrants—the
Jews, the Irish, the Italians, the Poles, and all the others, enlisted
them in its ranks and fought the political battles that helped bring
them into the American mainstream.

And they have shaped the character of our party.

That is our heritage. Qur party has not been perfect. We have
made mistakes, and we have paid for them. But ours is a tradition of
leadership and compassion and progress.

Our leaders have fought for every piece of progressive
legislation, from RFD® and REA® to Social Security and civil rights.
In times of need, the Democrats were there.

But in recent years our nation has seen a failure of leadership.
We have been hurt, and we have been disillusioned. We have seen a
wall go up that separates us from our own government.

We have lost some precious things that historically have bound
our people and our government together. We feel that moral decay
has weakened our country, that it is crippled (K55, {fEER) by a
lack of goals and values, and that our public officials have lost faith
in us.

We have been a nation adrift (ZEZJHK), EICHABIK) too long.
We have been without leadership too long. We have had divided and
deadlocked (PG AfBJR) government too long. We have been governed
by veto too long. We have suffered enough at the hands of a tired and

worn-out administration without new ideas, without youth or vitality,
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without vision and without the confidence of the American people.
There is a fear that our best years are behind us. But I say to you
that our nation’s best is still ahead.

Our country has lived through a time of torment (FTEE). It is
now a time for healing. We want to have faith again. We want to be
proud again. We just want the truth again.

It is time for the people to run the government, and not the
other way around.

It is the time to honor and strengthen our families and our
neighborhoods and our diverse cultures and customs.

We need a Democratic President and a Congress to work in
harmony for a change, with mutual respect for a change. And next
year we are going to have that new leadership. You can depend on it!

It is time for America to move and to speak not with boasting
and belligerence (IFh& M) but with a quiet strength, to depend in
world affairs not merely on the size of an arsenal (ZE#ZE) but on
the nobility of ideas, and to govern at home not by confusion and
crisis but with grace and imagination and common sense. Too many
have had to suffer at the hands of political economic elites who have
shaped decisions and never had to account for mistakes or to suffer
from injustice.

When unemployment prevails, they never stand in line looking
for a job. When deprivation results from a confused and bewildering
(A2 ANBHZFKB) welfare system, they never do without food or
clothing or a place to sleep. When the public schools are inferior or
torn by strife (#12€, A F1), their children go to exclusive private
schools. And when the bureaucracy is bloated and confused, the
powerful always manage to discover and occupy niches of special
influence and privilege. An unfair tax structure serves their needs.

And tight secrecy always seems to prevent reform.
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All of us must be careful not to cheat each other. Too often
unholy, self-perpetuating (REf# B &K ATFFER]) alliances have been
formed between money and politics, and the average citizen has been
held at arm’s length®.

Each time our nation has made a serious mistake the American
people have been excluded from the process. The tragedy of Vietnam
and Cambodia, the disgrace of Watergate, and the embarrassment
of the CIA revelations could have been avoided if our government had
simply reflected the sound judgment and good common sense and the

» high moral character of the American people.

It is time for us to take a new look at our own government, to
strip away (BRZ:, ##) the secrecy, to expose the unwarranted
(AR H#E ) pressure of lobbyists (%), to eliminate waste, to
release our civil servants from bureaucratic chaos, to provide tough
management, and always to remember that in any town or city the
mayor, the governor, and the President represent exactly the same
constituents GGERL).

As a governor, 1 had to deal each day with the complicated and
confused and overlapping and wasteful federal government bureaucracy.
As President, 1 want you to help me evolve an efficient, economical,
purposeful, and manageable government for our nation. Now, I
recognize the difficulty, but if I'm elected, it’s going to be done.
And you can depend on it

We must strengthen the government closest to the people.
Business, labor, agriculture, education, science, and government
should not struggle in isolation from one another but should be able

to strive toward mutual goals and shared opportunities. We should
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