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The Ass and His Shadow
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@yﬂaveler hired an Ass to convey him to a distant place. The day
being intensely hot, and the sun shining in its strength, the Traveler stopped to
rest, and sought shelter from the heat under the Shadow of the Ass. As this
afforded only protection for one, and as the Traveler and the owner of the Ass
both claimed it, a violent dispute arose between them as to which of them had
the right to the Shadow. The owner maintained that he had let the Ass only,
and not his Shadow. The Traveler asserted that he had, with the hire of the Ass,
hired his Shadow also. The quarrel proceeded from words to blows, and while
the men fought, the Ass galloped off.

In quarreling about the shadow we often lose the substance.
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The Wolf and the Donkey
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%olf once met a Donkey on the road outside the village.

“I’m going to eat you up,” said the Wolf.

“Certainly,” replied the Donkey, thinking fast, “But please don’t eat me
out here on the road where everyone can see. I shall be so ashamed. Take me
into the forest. Don’t be afraid that I shall try to escape. Here, tie this rope
round your neck and fasten it to my bridle. Then I will lead you to a quiet spot
I know.”

The Wolf thought this was a good idea so he fastened the rope round his
neck and knotted it firmly to the Donkey’s bridle.

“Now I will go wherever you say,” said the Donkey.

“Show me the way to your quiet spot,” ordered the Wolf.
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“Very well,” said the Donkey, setting off down the road towards the
village. As they came to the first houses the Wolf began to suspect that he had
been tricked.

“This is not the way to the forest,” he said, ragging at his end of the rope,
“This road goes to the village.”

“Don’t worry,” said the Donkey cheerfully, “This is a short cut.”

The Donkey began to trot faster, then to gallop. The rope round the
Wolf’s neck drew tight; in a very short time he was dragged right up to the
donkey’s door.

The master, his wife and their three sons all came running out to rescue
the Donkey. They were so angry that they would have killed the Wolf there
and then. Fortunately for the Wolf, however, one of the sons threw a knife at
him. The knife missed, but it cut the rope round his neck. The next moment
all the family could see was a cloud of dust in the road as the Wolf fled to

safety in the dark forest.
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The Fox and the Cat
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@}2{ fox was boasting to a Cat of its clever devices for escaping its
enemies. “I have a whole bag of tricks,” he said, “which contains a hundred
ways of escaping my enemies.”

“I have only one,” said the Cat; “but I can generally manage with that.”
Just at that moment they heard the cry of a pack of hounds coming towards
them, and the Cat immediately scampered up a tree and hid herself in the
boughs. “This is my play,” said the Cat. “What are you going to do?”

The Fox thought first of one way, then of another, and while he was
debating the hounds came nearer and nearer, and at last the Fox in his
confusion was caught up by the hounds and soon killed by the huntsmen.
Miss Puss, who had been looking on, said: “Better one safe say than a

hundred on which you cannot reckon.”
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Lion and Gnat
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%ve a tale that tells you that, of how the lion’s pride was humbled

~

by a gnat. Well, here, as I've been told, is how the story went. The lion with
the gnat put on a cold contempt. The gnat was filled with rage; he could not

R o N

stand the slight. The gnat he rose in arms and sallied.forth to fight. He’s

knight and bugler, too; he trumps with all his breath, and challenges his foe to

fight him to the death.

The lion laughs; but Gnat’s not jesting. On back, or eyes, or ears, our

trumpeter comes pesting; and picking out his spot, and waiting for his chance,

A OO W

with eagle’s swoop he lunges, and in the back his sting he plunges.
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The lion quivers; at the foe his tall he flaunts. But nimble is our gnat,

besides he knows no fear. Full on the forehead perched, he is sucking near the
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brain. The lion twists his head; the lion shakes his mane; our hero strikes and
strikes again, Gets home upon the nose, or pricks behind the ear. How Lion
swore! How terrible his roar!

He grinds his teeth with foaming jaws; He tears the earth up with his
claws. The forest shakes all around, those awful tones to hear; The beasts are
terror-struck; they hide, they fly in fear, The best foot first, and quick at that,
As if the flood had come, or some great conflagration. And who? A gnat has
thrown them in this consternation.

The lion’s rage is spent; his frantic efforts cease; He falls upon the
ground and sues the gnat for peace. The gnat has slaked his ire; his ardour he
restrains, Achilles’ part is played: It’s Homer’s now remains; his own, the

trump that to the woods shall make his triumph known.
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