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Revisiting Shi Dao’an’s Theory of Translation
Chu Chi Yu

Abstract: Being one of the most prominent scholars in Buddhist studies, Shi
Dao’an had a profound influence on the translation and transmission of Buddhist
scriptures in China. This paper discusses six most translation-relevant essays by
Dao’an, trying to offer explanations of some of his seemingly inconsistent remarks on
issues of translation. It focuses on his attitudes towards: (1) simple translation vs.
sophisticated translation (wen zhi), and (2) “matching the meaning ( geyi)”. The
“inconsistencies” of Dao’an’s attitudes reflect his progressive understanding of the
nature of sutra translation and the discrepancy between his ideal and actual practice.
More than any of his contemporaries, Dao’an realized the importance of cultural
issues in translation.

Key words: translation of Buddhist scriptures; Shi Dao’an; Chinese theories of
translation ; simple translation and sophisticated translation; matching the meaning
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