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Professor Jianhong Liu, is one of our great Asian criminolo-
gists, a towering leader and President of the Asian Criminological
Society. In this book he adds a signal contribution to Durkheimian
criminology. It is about the idea that disapproval of crime builds
social solidarity, while fear of crime has more mixed and divisive
effects. These central questions of criminology are addressed with

a freshness of empirical rigor.

John Braithwaite, Professor, Australian National
University, the winner of First Stockholm Prize in
Criminology, Known as “the Father of Restorative

Justice”
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This is an insightful book that examines the subtle and
complex ways that crime affects the social order by in some
cases promoting fear and in other cases cultivating social
solidarity.The author skillfully integrates diverse literatures
to formulate an intriguing theoretical model and assesses this
model with sophisticated statistical techniques.The careful and
thorough analyses shed new light on a core topic of sociologi-

cal criminology.

Steven F. Messner, Professor,State University
of New York at Albany, President of American

Society of Criminology
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A provocative study of the consequences of crime for society.
Professor Liu’ s analyses of the relationships of crime and social

solidarity have important implications for China today.

Peter Grabosky, Professor, Australian National Univer-
sity, Past President of Australian and New Zealand Soci-

ety of Criminology
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Criminologists typically study specific criminal activities and individu-
als and do not pay much attention to crime as a larger social phenomenon in
its own right. Concentrating on its negative effects is only part of the issue.
A better understanding requires a scientific lens that has a much broader
focus and that considers its relationship to social cohesion and institutions.
In this important and refreshing work, leading criminologist Jianhong Liu
draws upon the classic work of sociologist Emile Durkheim in reformulating
old questions using more contemporary ideas to provide enlightening new
ways to consider the broader impacts of crime in society. In doing so, the
theoretical framework that Liu develops regarding the functions of crime will
undoubtedly be of great interest to sociologists, criminologists, and students

alike.

Henry N. Pontell, Professor, University of California at Irvin,

Past Vice President of American Society of Criminology
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