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around the world

Unit 1 Festivals around the world

B8 Goals (S AN

« Reading skill: Understanding subtitles (B fife/Nr3l)
« Writing skill: Giving an end to a story (485 #&3)

. Z] Reading (3i%)

Part A Reading skill ((i%Hifg)
Understanding subtitles (FLAR/|IVRS)
I. Read the following passage, and try to tell how the passage is organized.

How is the following passage organized?

A. Topic — Argument (&%) — Explanation (fiB§)

B. Introduction — Supporting examples — Conclusion

C. Opinion — Discussion — Description

D. Main idea— Comparison (kt4%) — Supporting examples

The Midsummer Festival
The Midsummer Festival, more than soul: the part of a person
that is not the body and is

thought not to die A i

100-year-old tradition in Scandinavia,
falls on June 22nd or 23rd, when the sun
reaches its highest point in the sky, to

create the longest day of the year. Many religious: of or concerning
centuries ago, this festival was to pay respect to water, fire and plants. | religion 2% |-/

It was also a time to clean one’s soul. However, over time, this "
holiday lost much of its religious meaning. Actually, midsummer

marks a change in the farming year.
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Bonfires

Huge fires called “bonfires” are built. The fire was thought to
Jrighten away the evil spirits. The bigger the fire, the farther the
spirits ran away. The wood that’s used for the fire has been collected
throughout the year, to suggest that a big harvest does not come
suddenly, but bit by bit.

Flowers

Homes are decorated with wild flowers. Girls would collect 7
to 9 different wild flowers and place them under their pillows in
hopes of dreaming their future lovers. It was believed that on this very
night flowers would open, but only the true heart would be able to
find the rare flowers. It is easy to understand that people take pride
in finding the flowers.

Dews

Y oung people gathered grasses with which they predicted their
futures. Dew was collected that gathered on the leaves and flowers
on the Midsummer’s night as it was believed to have magical power
in medicine. As cows play a great role in people’s life, great attention
is still paid to protection of cows — people will keep the cows safe
inside. Only after the dews have gone away the cows go out to enjoy

the grasses.

Gathering

Family and friends get together to treat themselves with such
wonderful food as boiled potatoes, bread, beer, followed by fresh
fruit. After the meal, people would dance to drive away spirits and
ensure a big harvest. They sing traditional songs and play games into
the next day—remember, the sun does not set at all in Scandinavia
at this time of year!

Today, Midsummer is celebrated all over, including parts of the
USA and China. It is believed that A Midsummer’s Dream was

Weasmadst — — — — — — — — — — —

[frighten: to fill with fear

{E i

evil: very bad, esp. in thought
or behavior F3EH:

spirit: abeing without a body,
such as a ghost HL£%

throughout: from beginning

toend MLERE

decorate: to serve as, or
provide with, something
added because it is
beautiful, esp. for a
special occasion 21

predict: to see (a future
happening) in advance
as aresult of knowledge,

experience, reason, etc.
——
WS




written in the midsummer of 1594 or 1595. Have a look at the

delicious play and wonder: so wonderful as it is why do we not
celebrate the Festival by all means?

II. Go over the passage again, and choose the best answers for the following.

1. How many ways people celebrate the Midsummer Festival are mentioned according to the passage?
A. One. B. Two. C. Three. D. Four.
2. Which of the following is the most efficient way to find out the answer to Question 1?
A. Reading the first and the last paragraphs. B. Understanding the title.
C. Reading the whole passage word by word. D. Searching for the subtitles.
3. As a part of the passage, subtitles have several practical functions EXCEPT
A. stating the main idea of the whole passage
B. making the structure of the passage more obvious
C. summarizing the contents of some parts

D. making it easier for readers to understand the text

I1I. Further training for consolidation (L[&).

Finish the exercises below on the basis of the above text.

(A) Actually, the whole passage is organized in three parts. Now exercise your imagination and add
three new subtitles for each part.

1.

2.

3. .

(B) Pick out the necessary information from the text to fill in the form to get a better knowledge of
the Midsummer Festival.

The Midsummer Festival

Time 1.

Meaning in the past 2.

Meaning at present 3.
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Ways of celebration Meaning
4. 8.
5 9.
6. 10.
7 11.

Part B Reading task ([&i%{F%%)

Read the following passage and see how well you command the skill of understanding subtitles by

doing the exercises below.
What does winning really mean?
In terms of winning, people hold different
opinions. Someone thinks winning can bring money.
Someone believes winning can bring fame. Someone
hopes winning can bring power. But is winning
really “the only thing”? Here is how three top athletes
feel about that.

Courage

Some athletes earn their greatest victories by overcoming their
own fears. Competitive rock-climber Bobbi Bensman once fell forty-
five feet from a rock face in Colorado. It took courage for her even to
continue climbing again.

“When you are on the rock, sometimes you are frightened and just
trying not to fall, but you have to focus your mind on climbing.” Bobbi
says, “You must put your problems aside and think about the next
move. Winning can mean a lot of things. I think that learning to
overcome your fear is the most sarisfying victory of all.”

Persistence

Although the great athletes we see on television make it seem easy,
succeeding in sports does not come easily for anyone. Five-time
Olympic gold medallist Bonnie Blair was born into a family of speed
skaters, but she did not begin to take the sport seriously until she was

in terms of: when talking
about ?‘k ...... ﬁ

courage: the quality of mind
that makes a person able
to control fear in face of
danger BX

overcome: to fight
successfully against

safik

competitive: of competition

YERE i)

focus on: pay attention to

EHEELT

satisfving: giving satisfaction

A NHERY

persistence: continuous
efforts in a habit or
course of action in
spite of opposition or
warning %%

A-T ¢



fifteen. positive: effective; actually
“ At twelve or thirteen I did not know how to skate at all.” Bonnie helpful Bk
says. “Everyone kept encouraging me to stick with it, so I did. One S
positive thing about losing is that it shows you how far you have to go | patience: the quality of being
and what you need to do to succeed.” * patient Zf
Patience

Losing can be hard to handle, especially when your team is heavily or idea) 1
Javored to win. In 1991 the US Women’s Soccer Team won the world
championship. The next time the tournament was played, in 1995, the

Americans were expected to be the champion again. But star Michelle

Akers was injured and missed several key games. Michelle sat on the
sidelines and watched her team finish third.
“When we lost the 1995 World Cup, it helped me remember that

people can’t control the outcome of everything that happens,” she says.
“I like to think that God has a plan and I can learn to handle whatever

comes on my way.”

I. Choose the best answers.

1. Why did it take courage for Bobbi Bensman to continue climbing again?
A. The terrible accident happening in Colorado left her a fearful impression.
B. She had no confidence to climb to the peak of all the mountains.
C. She always lacked courage.
D. In the rock-climbing field, it’s easy for athletes to feel frightened.
2. According to Bonnie Blair, what’s the positive thing about losing?

A. It makes you understand nobody can always win.

[Festivals around the world

Javor: to believe in (a plan

B. It shows you that losing is nothing serious and you have enough courage to deal with it.

C. It shows that you have a long way to go and what efforts you should make to succeed.

D. Losing means you can succeed at another attempt.

3. What does the underlined sentence in Paragraph 6 mean?

A. Michelle assisted the coach during the match and helped her team win the champion.

B. Michelle didn’t take part in the match and her team won the third place in the end.
C. Michelle participated in the match but they only won the third place.
D. Michelle didn’t take part and her team only played three matches.

——
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IL Fill in the form according to the passage.

\Wwraing

Athletes | Sports Meaning of winning or losing
L. 2. 3.

» 4. 5. 6.

_ 7 8. 9.

a

e Writing (51F)

Part A Writing skill (‘S{EH:fE)
Giving an end to a story (B55f )

I. Expressions used to give an end to a story:
1. As it turned out, 1 was away during the time these events were taking place. Naturally, all of the

workers finally...
2. Unfortunately, the money I was counting on to get me to San Francisco never made it to me in time,

so L attended no show. I had really looked Jforward to meeting so many of you, but as it turned out, ...

3. The truth was, Douglas had given up any more tries.
4. But, as I thought of you and saw you smiling back at me, everything around me would become silent,

and I would be with you again for a few precious moments, far from the fears that ...
5. As I thought about it more, however, it sounded like a new and different experience, so I tried it ...

6. It is said that the true nature of being is still hidden far behind.

I1. Advice on how to give an end to a story.
The writing skill of giving an end to a story requires your imagination, creativity, ability of
language organization and logical thinking, so you can gain a lot by practising it. Here is some advice

on how to give an end to a story:

1. Read the given part of the story carefully again to get an overall | plot: the set of connected
understanding of the time, place, characters, plot and so on. ; events on which a story
2. Find out some key information that may have an effect on the | is based &7
end of the story. | clue: sththat helps to find an
3. Decide what kind of end it will be, happy or sad? § answer to questions £%23
|




4. List out some clues to the development of the story. You can
write down an outline as a preparation for the main body.

5. In order to create an excellent ending, you may put a climax or
a turning point in the story. An unexpected ending with
positive meaning will always leave readers a deep impression.

6. No matter what kind of end it is, you should organize the story by

taking logic and common sense into consideration.

Part B Writing task (B{E{F-5%)

outline: the main ideas or
facts of something A4

climax: the most powerful
or interesting part of a
book, film 3

logic: the science of reasoning
by formal methods 1% %it

[. Here is a beginning part of a story about Christmas. Please read it and think about the end of the

story.

Two weeks before Christmas, Mother told me we were going to
my grandmother’s house for the holiday. Grandma and Uncle Henry
lived on a farm some 15 miles out of town. They had no electricity

or running water and lacked what I considered the “good things” in

life. They also made no plans for Christmas. When Christmas Eve
arrived, Mom told me in her best “I-mean-it” voice to remove all the
decorations from our tree. She packed those up, along with all the

trimmings for a complete turkey dinner.

Christmas morning dawned perfectly, with the sun shining
brightly across a fresh blanket of snow. I su/ked (i 2%) silently in
the backseat of the car as we made our way to Grandma’s. This was

going to be the worst Christmas ever!

@ HINT: Find out the key
information:

- The story happens at
Christmas.

- There are four main
characters in the story.

Grandma and Uncle lead
a poor life with bad housing
condition.

- They make no plans for
Christmas.

‘I'hate to spend Christmas
in Grandma’s.

- Mother brings decorations
of a Christmas tree with all
the trimmings for a turkey
dinner.

What will happen next? Given below is an end to the story. Read it carefully and compare it with

the one you think of to find out something you can learn. In addition, please fill in each blank using the

words in the box. Change the word form where necessary.
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fill take on surprise stop set

ever on earth otherwise expect do with

P > — S
a2 = >
T2, RS

'r Grandma was (1) toseeus. “What (2)___ are you doing here? We ‘)
1 didn’t(3) anyone. It’s Christmas, and I don’t even have a turkey to cook for you.”
“I knew that,” Mom said as we (4) boxes of goodies on the kitchen table. “That’s
why we brought one with us.” “We must have a tree,” Mom insisted. “(5) , What
will we (6) all these decorations?” Uncle Henry quickly caught Mom'’s spirit, and
we found a perfect Christmas tree in the woods. Soon the house smelled fresh and the day
(7) a festive air. The turkey dinner was delicious, too. I was actually beginning to
enjoy this unusual Christmas day.

Dessert was forgotten until Mom came out with the final surprise— a flaming pudding!
“Merry Christmas, Mother,” Mom said. “Dear me!” Grandma gasped. “I haven’t seen a
flaming pudding since I left England before I was married.” Tears of joy (8) her
eyes.

I couldn’t (9) the tears rolling from my eyes, either. I knew then that Mom had
also given me the best Christmas present (10) — she had taught me what a 87

beautiful thing it is to give. \
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IL. Here is another beginning part of a story. Read it carefully, and write an end to it referring to

the advice given above in Part A.

Like most July days, it was hot. I stepped into a small ice cream | © HINT: Find out the key
shop to cool off with a chocolate ice cream. It was a very old store f . ;
| information:

/ith littl *1
with little round tables and chairs | . It happens in a tiny old

Asl entered, I found a very old woman bent over a table near ; foie teith Stars o Tt

the door. Her back was so badly bent by some sadness that her face day

nearly touched the tabletop. I sat down facing her a couple of tables LA o Ed bIE A BE s

away.




“Poor woman,” I thought. “What does she get out of life? Why over a table with 2 sad look.

does God let people live so long past their youth?” - I show empathy to the
old woman.

e SN
= ~ )
A=, ROAS
1T )

{
( 3

A P
-y B R ___.(..._’.J;
e =7

;%K Challenging yourself (35 A#k&%)

Part A Using the language (ifi ;534 ])

L. Fill in the blanks using proper modal verbs such as may / might, can / could, will / would, shall /

should, must.

1. Look! There’s a light on Dr Baker’s office. He be working in his office.
2.1t sound strange, but it is true.
3. When I was young, I sing for hours.
4. — When can I come for the photos? I need them tomorrow afternoon.
— They be ready by 12:00.
- Mr Bush is on time for everything. How it be that he was late for the opening ceremony?

W

6. A bear not touch a dead body.
7. — There were already five people in the car but they managed to take me as well.
— It not have been a comfortable journey.

o]

. Johnny, you play with the knife, or you may hurt yourself.
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9. Professor Wang, many students want to see you. they sit here or outside?
10. — Are you coming to Jeff’s party?
— I'm not sure. | go to the concert instead.

I1. Reporting task.

Read the following passage, and try the reporting task that follows.
APRIL FOOL’S DAY
Among all the festivals in the world, there is a traditional one that gives

people much pleasure even if they are played jokes on. Yes, that’s April Fool’s

Day. Many people regard it as a good chance to relax and a wide variety of tricks

will be produced on that day. But do you know how this festival began and how 2, ;;’r'v )_._‘\‘)m_ 7

itis celebrated in France and Britain? Given below is some information for you. Foot's Bag
Origin: (11) . New Year’s Day was celebrated on March 25th and

celebrations lasted until April 1st. When New Year’s Day was changed from March 25 to January 1st
in the middle 1560’s by King Charles IX, there were some people who still celebrated it on April 1st
and those people were called April Fools.

Tricks performed on April Fool’s Day range from the simple (such as saying, “Your shoe’s
untied!”), to the elaborate. Setting a roommate’s alarm clock back an hour is a common practice.
April Fool’s Day is a “for-fun-only” day. Nobody is expected to buy gifts or to take their lovers out
to eat in a fancy restaurant. Nobody gets off work or school. (12)

Way of celebration in France: In France, the April Fool is called “April Fish” (Poisson d’ Avril). The
French fool their friends by taping a paper fish to their friends’ backs. (13)

Way of celebration in Britain: (14) . If a trick is played on you, you
are a “noodle”. In Scotland, April Fool’s Day is 48 hours long and you are called an “April Gowk”,
which is another name for a cuckoo bird. The second day in Scotland’s April Fool’s Day is called Taily
Day and is dedicated to tricks involving the buttocks. Taily Day’s gift to posterior posterity is the still-
Jjoyful “Kick Me” sign.

Now choose a suitable Modal Verb from the list to complete the following sentences first. Then fill
in the blanks of the passage with a correct sentence according to the content of each paragraph. Give

the complete report about April Fool’s Day to your classmates.

1]

10



“Festivals around the world

may can will must

A When someone discovers this trick, they yell “Poisson d’ Avril!”

A The closest point in time that be identified (7ffi,&) as the beginning of this tradition
was in 1582, in France.

A Tn England, tricks be played only in the morning.

A 1t’s simply a fun little holiday, but a holiday on which one remain forever careful, for
he be the next April Fool!

Part B Entertaining yourself ([14%[5)

As we know, there are a wide variety of festivals around the world. Each festival has its unique features
and way of celebration. Read the following five descriptions and a song of festivals both at home and
abroad and decide which festival each one actually is. Then pick out a typical picture for this kind of
festival. See if you have a good knowledge of the festivals in the world.

1

While celebrating this festival, each family pastes couplets on doors, paper-cut on windows and sets
off firecrackers. All enjoy family reunion dinner and dumplings are always the first choice. People stay
up late to see the old year out and welcome the New Year in. On the first day of the New Year, people pay

New Year calls to their relatives, friends and colleagues, expressing best wishes to each other.

2

Itisa night-time children’s holiday. It is a time for frightening costumes, masks, parties, games and
tricks— all for fun. Children with curious masks go from house to house to frighten friends or neighbors

and threaten them with “Trick or treat.” (Give me something nice, or I'll play a trick on you.)

3

Itsa typical American holiday. The theme of it has always been peace and plenty, health and
happiness. Today the Americans usually hold a big family dinner to celebrate the holiday, which often lasts
four days. They have such traditional food as roast turkeys, pumpkin pies, apples, cranberry sauce, squash
and so on.

4

This festival comes in March or April. This is a religious holiday, and it celebrates the coming of
spring. At this festival, children dye eggs bright colors. They receive gifts in baskets containing toy rabbits

— — S— — e — e — — — _—
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or chickens and candy eggs. On a specific Sunday, many people get to church.

5

[t’s a romantic festival full of candle dinners, flowers, chocolates and balloons for lovers. But many
young men are unhappy about the pressure they feel to make a big deal out of this day. It is always a
headache because there are so many expectations. Men have to be really creative to please their lovers.
Some people expect gifts like jewelry or clothes, while others say they are happy with an enjoyable walk

through the park or a relaxing picnic lunch.

A song about this festival:

Celebrate morning / The cry of a loon on a lake in the night / The dreams that are born in the dawn’s
early light/ Celebrate morning / Celebrate evening / The stars that appear in the loss of the sun / Whispering
winds / We are one / We are one / Celebrate living / The laughter that sings in the heart of a child / The
freedom that flies at the call of the wild / Celebrate living / Celebrate land and sea / Celebrate it, every day
/ Celebrate you and me / Celebrate it, every day.

Titles to choose from: A. Thanksgiving Day B. Earth Day C. Spring Festival
D. Easter E. Halloween F. Valentine’s Day
Pictures to choose from: G. H.
J. K.

é@g Checking out (tH%3&iE)

e
W e
Wy e =

1. Festivals in the world: http://www.24xuexi.com/Article/sh/fq

Sources include:

Spring Festival

i



