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A Brief Introduction

Records of History is the first well-organized book of history
in China, whose author Sima Qian is a cultural giant well-versed
in history, literature and philosophy. Based on the studies of pre-
vious scholars and the present author, and in the light of the de-
velopment of Chinese philosophy and culture, this biography ana-
lyses the background of history, society, family relations, aca-
demic inheritance and other factors which influenced the writing
of Records of History. It provides detailed comments on Sima
Qian’s achievements in philosophy, history and literature obtained
under his academic principle of “studying the relationship be-
tween human society and the nature, understanding the develop-
ment of history, and formaulating a theory of my own”. Then it
discusses his thoughts on philosophy, politics, economics, histo-
ry, warfare and talented people reflected in his works. A consid-
erable proportion of this book is given to the explanation of the ev-
erlasting value of Records of History with a view to its history of
distribution and the development of the “study of Records of Histo-

”
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