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FOREWORD

Since the end of the Second World War, the study
of Chinese has become increasingly popular among foreign
students. Everywhere in the world, colleges and even
high schools offer courses in Chinese, and the number
of foreign students who have come to the Republic of
China specifically to study Chinese has increased steadi-
ly. There are, of course, a good number of {ine
Chinese language teaching materials available, but in
the face of current extensive and pressing needs, the
amount of these materials remains clearly insufficient.
It is hoped that the present series will contribute toward
meeting those needs.

This series comprises four volumes: 1) Chinese Moral
Tales; 2) Chinese Customs and Traditions; 3) &4) Sto-
ries from Chinese History. These materials can be used
either as outside reading, offering the student an opportu-
nity for self-enrichment, or can be employed in the class-
room as supplementary readers.

The vocabulary chosen for the first volume Of the
series assumes familiarity with the “One Thousand Most
Frequently Used Characters” from the Chinese Language
Press Institute’s List of Three Thousand Characters
Commonly Used in Newspapers (see Appendix]l). Each
of the four volumes employs an additional vocabulary of
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approximately 400 words, which is drawn, with the
exception of a few characters necessary to the telling
of the stories, from the List of Three Thousand Characters
Commonly Used in Newspapers and the Vocabulary List
Jfor Primary Schools compiled by the National Institute
for Compilation and Translation,

The texts in this volume have all been written by
Professor Hsi-chen Wu and his team. Pronunciation for
characters is given in both Chinese Phonetic Symbols and
the Yale system of romanization, while grammatical
designations follow the system used in the Dictionary of
Spoken Chinese published by Yale University. Four
sections follow each text: a list of vocabulary ; a list of
idiomatic expressions: sentence patterns; and exercises,
Characters new to a particular Iessqn are marked with
an asterisk in the list of vocabulary.

Ho Yong
Chairman, Editorial Committee

Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China
May, 1977
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WA (ux «xz; jouging)

N: Choukung, popularly known as the Duke d{f -Chou

(d. 1105 B.C.); helped in founding the Chou Dynasty
(1111-256B .C.). '

2.4 Cuis 3D
N: 1) a Chinese family name
2) handsome girl; charming women
g g ¥ . _—
3. WAAFEE (W o v Ly jtlidzwoywe).
to establish rules for ceremonies and to compose app-
ropriate music for different occasions

1. J ;‘é{‘i (ux X' x«75 jouwlwang)
N: Ruler Wu of the Chou Dynasty, posthumous title of
Chi Fa (i®) elder brother of B
5.35F (w .7 ;itdz)
N: nephew (the son of one’s brother)
*E(w; i)
B: children of one’s brother; nephew or niece
Bz (w zu';jinyl)
N: niece (the daughter of one’s brother)

6.8 B E (ux #4° x«5 jouchéngwing)
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N: Ruler Ch’eng of the Chou Dynasty, posthumous title
of Chi Sung ([EFH), son of RE

7.BE (e wins ivéin)

FV: to exhaust; to deplete; to devote to the fullest
T—ERRFTHE » EEGEMILE o
I will certainly spare no effort in completing this
job.

*B (uie’; jyé)
B: devote or put forth; exhaust

B Quie a1 jyéld)

AV: to try hard to; to endeavor to; to
do one’s utmost to
B—ERIBIRIC o
I'll try hard to help you.

8. B M Gsxv mu; kwinriu)

FV: to harass; to annoy; to allow no peace to
BRESMEREZEM o

There are so many problems annoying him.

9. 7%5ME (Gexe uw kingiyi)
SV: be awe-stricken
FV: to fear
YR ZENR A R 2
What do you fear?
N: a fear; a dread
i XCIHHEY)
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B: fear; dread
A (Yo 21 jyunéi)
SV: be henpecked
10. gi\ (F* tL; shiféng)

FV: to attend on; to serve

2 S -
1.3 E (412 x4 jingwed)
FV: to stand in awe of; to veriérate
MR b7 o
She venerates God.
12. BIAE (uxe vxes gwodzwd)

N: the duration of a reigning dynasty
*ik (rxe dzwo)
B & N: 1) blessing
2) throne
13, ¥R 3E T 4 (N1’ 179X Jyue’s myanyanbijywé)
IE: to last forever; to keep on endlessly

*# (ni=zs myan)
B: everlasting; endless

14. 7R EF (1 «x; yigwad)

FV: to turn to; to return to; to depend on

15.@% U1y «x\'; jingweéi)

N: a metal bookcase



