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Reading Exercise 1

Not long ago, there were few African American ballet dancers.
Arthur Mitchell changed that. He was the first African American dancer in
the renowned New York City Ballet. At the age of 35, when he retired
from performing on stage, he decided to teach. He started a school in
Harlem,a center of New York City’s African American community.

At first, Mitchell charged fifty cents a week and taught classes in a
garage. In summer, the garage grew so hot that Mitchell taught with the
doors open. Youngsters walking by grew curious, and Mitchell would
invite them in. Some of them were embarrassed to take classes. Mitchell
pointed out that he could teach them to jump higher and run faster,and he
let them practice in cutoff jeans instead of tights. The dance class was a
huge success, and Mitchell formed his own ballet company. Today the
Dance Theater of Harlem is recognized as one of the best groups of
dancers in North America.

1. The best title is ;
A. A New Dance Company B. Sports for Children

C. Fashions in Dance D. Arthur Mitchell’s Youth
2. Arthur Mitchell was one of the first ballet dancers who was

A. male B. African American

C. from New York D. older than 35

3. After Arthur Mitchell retired from the stage,he
1



=°

7 aorERREE(EBE)

A. joined another dance group B. left Harlem
C. lost interest in dance D. opened a dance school.
4. At first, some of the- students probably thought that tights would

A. be colorful B. look silly

C. look great D. be too hot
5. The underlined word “renowned” means .

A. unexpected B. hopeful C. recent D. famous
L -3 )

renowned adj. F&Z K, A 7 ER . The city is renowned for its magnificent abbey.
AT LA R R i T 42 o

charge v. Wg#%:She charged me fifty dollars for her services. fi i3 50 IR
o

cutoff n. (HRFHAI EWEN) BHEHE

=
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AARLBOEEFEEARNEEZER., TF - KU RRET XFHHE
W, EELMAABTESZHNE —NIEREESREER, 35 ZBF, M5
FTEEES, TEHBEESERE, hEAANIERTEE AR O A 3E
WX T HEHZER,

—FFiE, KR EEE B, SRR 50 E00%%H, BITEX, 5EA
BAEE R, KT R EEFRO N EE 1T . BdERABIXMZE
ERAEF A, RV R E R E I3k, HiRn, ARFEELSREESR, XV RET
Ui, b RE SRR B BB R, T B AR F NS I W F 2R A FEE
DIRE S S, SIRRRATEARY, T, KIAFAITHCHEESAF,
I, BB X W EEB R A AN ERIFNEEEAZ —,

It was a village in India. The people were poor. However, they were
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not unhappy. After all, their forefathers had lived in the same way for
centuries.

Then one day, some visitors from the city arrived. They told the
villagers there were some people elsewhere who liked to eat frog’s legs.
However, they did not have enough frogs of their own, and so they
wanted to buy frogs from other place.

This seemed like money for nothing. There were millions of frogs in
the fields around ,and they were no use to the villagers. All they had to do
was catch them. Agreement was reached,and the children were sent into
the fields to catch frogs. Every week a truck arrived to collect the catch
and hand over the money. For the first time, the people were able to
dream of a better future. But the dream didn’t last long.

The change was hardly noticed at first, but it seemed as if the crops
were not doing so well. More worrying was that the children fell ill more
often, and , there seemed to be more insects around lately.

The villagers decided that they couldn’t just wait to see the crops
failing and the children getting weak. They would have to use the money
earned to buy pesticides and medicines. Soon there was no money left.

Then the people realized what was happening. It was the frog. They
hadn’t been useless. They had been doing an important job—eating
insects. Now with so many frogs killed, the insects were increasing more
rapidly. They were damaging the crops and spreading diseases.

Now ,the people are still poor. But in the evenings they sit in the
village square and listen to sounds of insects and frogs. These sounds of
the night now have a much deeper meaning.

1. From paragraph 1 we learn that the villagers
A. worked very hard for centuries
B. dreamed of having a better life
C. were poor but somewhat content
D. lived a different life from their forefathers

3
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2. Why did the villagers agree to sell frogs?
A. The frogs were easy money.
B. They needs money to buy medicine.
C. They wanted to please the visitors.
D. The frogs made too much noise.

3. What might be the cause of the children’s sickness?
A. The crops didin’t do well.
B. There were too many insects.
C. The visitors brought in diseases.
D. The pesticides were overused.

4. What can we infer from the last sentence of the text?
A. Happiness comes from peaceful life in the country.
B. Health is more important than money.
C. The harmony between man and nature is important.
D. Good old day will never be forgotten.

S0 [#A)
pesticide n. 3% HF]; 424 the overuse of pesticide in agriculture FZZ57E &RV I
TR

N
“% [B£iEx)

XREER—AN/IME. BBEHABRS , BHMI1SBEIFL, BE,JLEE
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When Jim Bruce was invited to attend an international conference on
computer network, he was delighted. The conference was to take place in
Geneva and Jim thought it would be a good opportunity to take Mary on a
short holiday. They decided that they would go to Paris for a week before
Jim traveled on to Geneva for the conference. Mary would then return
home.

Jim and Mary spent an enjoyable week touring Paris. They did a lot
of walking and at the end of the week, they were very tired. Jim went with
Mary to the airport and saw her onto a plane for London. While he was
waiting in the lounge for his plane to Geneva,a mist began to form.
Eventually , his plane took off two hours later. As soon as he sank into his
seat,Jim fell fast asleep.

Unfortunately , as the plane flew towards Geneva, the mist changed to
thick fog. The pilot radioed his destination and was told that it was
impossible to land there because of the fog. When this news was given to
the passengers, Jim was still fast asleep. He did not wake up until the
plane landed back in Paris. Still very sleepy ,he hurried through the airport
~ lounge and found a taxi. He asked the driver to take him to the Geneva
International Hotel. The surprised driver looked at Jim as if he were mad.

5
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He asked him if he was sure that he wanted a taxi. Jim said he did, since
he felt too tired to walk. At this the driver laughed and said that he did not
imagine that Jim wanted to walk the two hundred and fifty miles to
Geneva. On hearing this, Jim became fully awake and asked the driver
where he was. He was told that he was in Paris, and that if he wanted to
go to Geneva he had better take a plane. The driver said that the fog had
started to clear. By this time the fog in Jim’s mind had started to clear
too.

1. Jim was going to attend a conference to be held in

A. Geneva B. Paris C. London D. New York

2. Which flight was delayed for two hours because of the fog?
A. Jim’s flight. B. Mary’s flight.
C. The flight for London. D. The flight for Paris.

3. Mary returned home by air after
A. she had attended the Geneva conference
B. she had seen Jim onto a plane for Geneva
C. two hours’ waiting at the airport
D. her one-week tour of Paris
4. Jim took a taxi after the flight because
A. he didn’t want to be late for the conference
B. there wasn’t a bus going there
C. he felt very tired
D. he would like a tour of Geneva
5. The driver was surprised
A. to see Jim so sleepy
B. to be told to drive to the Geneva International Hotel
C. to hear about the delay of Jim’s flight
D. to know of Jim’s travel experience
6. Jim didn’t know what had happened until
A. he landed back in Paris

6
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B. he got into a taxi
C. he was told where he was
D. he reached the Geneva International Hotel

N
S
Sl

€3-))
lounge n. (HRIEZ/AFEFTH)) kBT : We regard the theatre as something more

than an after-dinner lounge. A1H AR IEBIBEAULE fERFRRE HK BRI o
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Wb . AT RIS N T BN &K ERSIE R RE X, &)
e B N LT, & A X R D A R L& Tk EfREE R
—A REEWEBAESMEN, BmEX,

HIRAID T ZE AR T MR — M. ATE TREZE, AR ESIER
W, HIMREEEENG, BENE LT CAEREK ¥l LABFERALK T S5
“aEHHER WA, REET . PG, CHLE e o — A B A7 b BT
BEF,

REWE BRE W WEHRENED BEER TRE, MITRMAE F) B
REHEN, BTRE, W LHEERERE. WX BBERARER, &
FERE, HPI YLK E EREER, A Bk, 2k SRR AR T ALK
F.RTHEHEE, R ACXR HARERER, FiF W EIHLE B, TR
RT ., AN EBERENETHEE, MR, BB KET, EA AT
£ WEXE,FAINE T, MY, TR EBEEE 250 REBHNR. X, H
W LEBRT AN E CHEERE, AL TRMTE R, UL, IR L H
AW, BTk L, AP, KEFREZE. XA, HF WL E R REE
Ts

Getting lost isn’t usually something people do for fun,but in Britain,
running through mazes has recently become a popular pastime.
7
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Some people have more trouble than others finding their way out of
the mazes. Not long ago an American tourist entered a maze near
London. After wandering inside for an hour, he found a broom that a
gardener had left on one of the paths. He held it high in the air so friends
outside could see where he was and rescue him.

British TV staged a maze-running contest between a dog and a
reporter. Holding the dog by a leash, the reporter took an hour and a half
to find the center of the maze. Then the animal was let go. As the reporter
wandered in bewilderment, the dog raced directly to the exit in four
minutes! Eventually, the dog had to be sent back in to fetch her
exhausted human companion.

1. The best title is ;
A. Tourists in Britain B. The Abilities of Dogs

C. The History of Mazes D. Lost in a Maze!
2. One lost tourist was saved by a
A. broom B. reporter
C. map of the maze D. path
3. The dog found her way out of the maze in
A. one minute B. one hour
C. four minutes D. one hour and a half

4. The story suggests that the dog got out of the maze befbre the reporter
because the dog

A. could run faster B. could sense the way out
C. received help D. was stronger
5. The underlined word “bewilderment” means .
A. gardens B. paths C. happiness D. confusion

&
L 3|

maze n. P :a maze of narrow winding streets fi$7iF B f/NVEHI BB BE
pastime . JHi#, %K Stamp collecting is an agreeable pastime. £2HR 2 —Fh4 A
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bewilder v. {FHEEL, [f#i1% : She was bewildered by their questions. B AT
REFMIE T . || bewilderment n. HEX,F B THR . He was in a complete
state of bewilderment and did not know what to do next. fliE2HBR T , AT —

SEMt 4.
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Reading Exercise 2

Lina Basquette made her debut as a movie actress in 1916 , when she
was nine years old. Her up-and-down career included work as a skilled
dancer , a starring role in a film by Cecil B. DeMille, and periods when
she could find no work at all. Basquette left Hollywood for good in the
1940s.

She moved east and began to breed Great Dane dogs. Then she
entered the world of professional dog shows, where her show-business
training paid off. By the early 1980s, she was the most famous exhibitor
of Danes in the United States,and one of her dogs had broken all records
for its breed.

It wasn’t until she was in her eighties that Lina Basquette retired
from breeding and showing dogs. At that time, her friends in the show
world could catch up with her at shows across the country , where she was
acting as a judge.

1. The best title is
A. Lina Basquette’s Careers B. You and Your Great Dane
C. A Child Star D. The World of Dog Shows
2. During her time in Hollywood, Lina Basquette both acted and

A. sang B. directed films
C. danced D. raised dogs

3. Basquette moved east in ;

A. 1916 B. the 1930s C. the 1940s D. the 1980s
4. The story suggests that Lina Basquette had

A. a sad life B. many talents C. few friends D. poor health
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