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A Brief Introduction

Zhan Tianyou (1816 ~ 1919) was among the first returned
students from the United States in the modern Chinese history. He
was a pioneer in Chinese railway construction as well as in other
scientific and technological fields, a prince in the engineering cir-
cle, and a great patriot.

The present book is an unprecedented critical biography of
Zhan Tianyou. It not only portraits his uneven but glorious life in
a vivid and systematic way with authentic facts, but also verifies
and corrects the mistakes in the previous records concerning with
him. The book explores from an ideological approach the patriotic
feelings, the thinking of science and technology and economic
management, the thinking about education and bright people
training, and his political and ethic ideas. It also gives a thorough
analysis of and proper comment on those thoughts and ideas. The
author of the book holds that Zhan Tianyou’ s tremendous a-
chievements and pioneering spirit inspire the whole Chinese na-
tion and his contribution in ideology is a precious legacy for our

people.
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