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A Brief Introduction

Zheng Qiao didn’t attend the imperial examinations, and devoted
all his life to the academic researches, and gained important accom-
plishments in the Confucianism, the scholarship on the rites and mu-
sic, linguistics, natural science, the classics, histriography and etc.
He was a scholar with strongly critical spirit. He refuted the argument
of “Shi Da Xu” or The Preface to the Poems that the function of the
poetry is to commend or denounce; opposed the conception of “the
intention of praising or censuring” in the study of “Chun Qiu” or The
Spring and Autumn Annals. He pointed out that Wu Xin Shuo or the
Theory of Five Elements speaking recklessly the fortune or misfortune
is to bully the Heaven. It is his purpose to eliminate such absurdity
and weirdness. Zheng Qiao had a rigorous and scientific approach in
his research. He not only tried to read all the books around the coun-
try, but also paid special attention to the bronze and stone inscrip-
tions and the illustrative plates, emphasized social investigation, ad-
vocated the combination of the theory and practice and practised what
he advocated. He paid much attention to the bibliography and the
collation, and was good at analysis and induction. He had a notable
comprehending insight, comprehended various scholarship and crea-
ted his own scholarship. Concluding all the comprehension through
his life, he composed “Tong Zhi” or A General Record in 200 vol-
umes,, erecting for himself a monument. In the end, there are two ap-
pendixes: A Brief Chromicles of Zheng Qiao’s Life and A Note on
Zheng Qiao’s Bibliography, giving a systematic and comprehensive,
brief and clear description of his life and scholarship.
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