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Preface

The period of Liu Qi, the Emperor Jing of Han (188-141 BC), and his father Liu Heng, the Emperor
Wen of Han, has been generally eulogized as the “Rule of Wen-and Jing” by historians. In the early days
of the Han dynasty, society and economy were still ravaged by the wars that began in the previous dynasty
(the Qin ) and ended with the establishment of the Han dynasty. As recorded in the Treatise on Food and
Merchandise in The Book of Han, the economic condition was dire indeed: “People lost their jobs and a
great hunger prevailed. A stone of rice cost five thousand. People ate each other and more than half of the
population died. Emperor Gao of Han allowed people to sell their own children and leave for Shu and
Han to find a living.” By the efforts of Emperors Wen and Jing, the economy was much recovered in the
ensuing period of Emperor Wu: “Common citizens had sufficient means of life. Storehouses in urban and
rural areas were all full. Government treasury had surplus wealth. In the capital, cash was accumulated in
millions, a lot of which too rotted to account for. Millet in the official warehouses had been stored for too
long that these crops were spilt outside, too decayed to be edible.” The entire country was in a rich and

peaceful status unseen before.

Other than the economic recovery, the period of Wen and Jing was also underlined by the distinctive

political thought that informed its governance. The Han government after the Emperor Wu was’

thoroughly guided by Confucianism. Until then, however, the Wen-Jing governance was based on the
Taoist thoughts of Huandi and Lao-tzu and therefore came to be seen as an idiosyncratic phase in Han
history, with the emphasis on the continuation of existing policies and a decrease in governmental
interference. The aim was to reduce citizen’s obligations and allow everyone to recover. The land tax on
agricultural production, for example, was reduced to a rate of one-thirtieth of crop yield.

To understand the society of this period, we can turn to the burial terracotta figures found in the Yang
Mausoleum of Emperor Jing, located in the north of today’s Xian, Shaanxi Province, and the most
thoroughly excavated among all the mausoleums of Western Han emperors. These figures reflect a society
in which, the complicated policies and severe punishments of the previous Qin dynasty were shed, and
the political and legal system provided not only physical richness but also spiritual liberation. In terms of
the production style, the terra-cotta soldiers of Qin Shi-huang were life-sized and magnificent; the
terracotta figures of Emperor Jing were only one third of the size of their Qin counterparts, created in
softer lines and generally with richer facial expressions; usually a mystical smile. Other than the standing
posture, these figures were also sculpted in walking or upward-looking or downward-looking postures.

As for their subjects, the Han figures are wider in range than those of the Qin dynasty. Among the human
figures, we see female and eunuch, both previously unseen. Among the livestock figures, we see a large
number of dogs, horses, pigs, chicken, oxen, and goats, all polished and appealing in design. Other
excavated items include a terracotta storehouse, tile ends, food utensils, decorations, lamps, etc. These
artifacts illustrate the progress of technology and the comfort of life during the Han dynasty.

This exhibition of Han burial figures and other artifacts shows the gentle and unaffected grace of Han
culture. Students will see the physical manifestations of phenomena discussed in history textbooks, while
creative workers from the cultural industries will find sources of inspiration. In cooperation with the
UDN Group, Shaanxi Cultural Heritage Promotion Center, Han Yangling Museum, and the National
Museum of History have selected more than 200 sets of artifacts, simulated the excavation site of the Yang
Mausoleum and daily life scenes from the Han dynasty, and are delighted to present this exhibition. We
sincerely hope that all art lovers will make the best of this rare exhibition, and the National Museum of
History welcomes any comments and feedback.

Huang Yung-Chuan
Director
National Museum of History
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Preface

Since its inception, and guided by the ideal of journalistic integrity, the United Daily News Group has
provided the Chinese language community with rapid, trustworthy, and in-depth news stories in its
newspapers and magazines, and on the internet. It is generally regarded as the premier content service
provider among Chinese language newspapers. Meanwhile, the UDN Group also devotes itself to
introducing artistic and cultural exhibitions and activities to the public, gearing itself up to become a
prominent platform of cultural marketing.

Only last year, UDN Group introduced Millet’s paintings, Mammoth, and Cirque du Soleil to the public
in Taiwan, creating a window for firsthand experience of classic paintings and world class performance,
polishing the brand of the UDN Group, and offering precious joy in an era of economic downturn.

From the enormous experience and energy acquired in these activities, the UDN Group deeply
understands the double helix of cultural industry and society. The power and influence of culture is
immeasurable and infinite. In the long river of time, culture is the only thing permanent, passing from
generation to generation, maintaining an unassailed corner for affect and amazement.

This summer, the UDN Group is cooperating with the Hanyangling Museum in Shaanxi Province to
organize the special exhibition, “The Smiling Kingdom— The Terracotta Warriors of Han Yang Ling.”
For the UDN Group, this is the third date with terracotta figures, the previous two highlighting the

Terracotta Warriors of the Qin dynasty, attracting 1.5 million visitors in total.

As this exhibition unfolds, the relationship between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait is more peaceful
and stable than it has been in recent decades. Coincidentally, though perhaps not accidentally, this
Exhibition recreates the first peaceful and rich period of ancient China, namely the rule of Wen and Jing.
In many senses, this is the most significant exhibition in sixty years of political turbulence in the Taiwan
Strait. In the Exhibition, the visitor can witness the smiling grace of the colored pottery figures from Han
Yangling, learn about its history and characteristics, and understand the wisdom behind the Emperor
Jing’s leadership and management. His wise choice of heir further pushed the Han dynasty to its zenith
and made “Han” the symbolic alternative name for all Chinese people.

Because of this, many companies, societies, and foundations have expressed their support for this
Exhibition. It is estimated that the event could attract hundreds of thousands of visitors, covering all
strata of society, from CEOs to salary workers, from grandparents to toddlers. We believe everyone can
find their own inspiration in the event. We hope that Taiwan as a community can learn the ways of a
great dynasty and work together toward another golden age of graceful smiles.

\aitl, VX%

Event Department, Gold Media Group COO
Economic Daily News Vice Presidentt
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Preface

This summer, through the joint efforts of several institutions on both sides of the Taiwan Strait, this
Exhibition will take place at the National Museum of History. On behalf of the Han Yangling Museum, I
would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the institutions and personnel who have made this

possible.

The Western Han was one of the most important periods in Chinese history. Chinese culture, blossoming
outwards from its center in Chang-an, the capital of the dynasty, came to symbolize oriental culture, as
Chang-an in the East and the Rome in the West served as the two cultural centers of the ancient world.

The fourth emperor of the- Western Han, Liu Chi (Emperor Jing), who came to the throne in 157 BC,
was the grandson of Liu Bang, the founder of the Han. Like his father, Liu Heng (Emperor Wen),
Emperor Jing continued to uphold the thoughts of Huangdi and Lao-tzu, governing his empire by the
principle of “Wu Wei”, or non-action. His policies gave the economy a breathing space in which to
recover and the citizens an opportunity to prosper. The period of Emperor Jing and his father is
commonly referred to as the “Rule of Wen and Jing”, the first recorded prosperous period in ancient
Chinese feudal society, paving a solid political, economic, military, and cultural foundation for the leaps.

and bounds which followed during the reign of Liu Che, Emperor Wu.

In 1990, the construction of Xi-an/Xian-yang International Airport Highway led to an important
archeological discovery: that of the Yang Mausoleum of Emperor Jing, known as the Han Yangling. From
the burial pits of this mausoleum, more than 10,000 attired figures in terracotta were excavated, and
dubbed one of the ten most important archeological findings in China in 1990. These terracortta figures
used to have arms made of wood, and were dressed in silk apparel or clad in leather armor, but these have
long been eroded with their centuries of underground burial. They are therefore naked and devoid of
decoration, and have been tagged “Oriental David” and “Oriental Venus” by the local media. These Han
terracotta figures are more charismatic and gentle than the life-sized and fierce-looking Qin terra-cotta
soldiers; they amaze visitors with their soft and vivid facial expressions.

The design and arrangement of this imperial mausoleum was guided by the ancient burial culture in
which services for the dead resembled those for the living. Years of archeological investigation, excavation,
and research yield a better portrayal of the imperial image, palace system, and living condition of the
Emperor Jing. Currently, more than 200 burial pits and 10,000 accompanying graves have been found
near the Yang Mausoleum. The burial compound is quite large and a rich array of treasures can be found
in it. In 2006, the Han Yangling Museum built a protective exhibition hall above the mausoleum site,
facilitating protection, study and display of this imperial mausoleum.

Experts from both sides of the Taiwan Strait selected exhibits for this exhibition. The terracotta attired
figure specimens include males, females, and eunuchs. They represent soldiers, ministers, or maids. In
terms of their physical postures, they are either armed and alert or subservient and smiling. The most
distinctive feature of these terracotta figures is that they are vividly characterized and show all forms of
facial expressions. Other exhibits include vivid terracotta figures of horses, oxen, goats, pigs, and dogs.
They illuminate life within the forbidden palace of the Han dynasty. An understanding of the
underground empire of Emperor Jing will not be complete without such peripheral artifacts as the bronze
mirror, ceiling stop, terracotta storehouse, and chess board, which will also be exhibited.

I believe this exhibition will enrich the visitor's cultural life and enhance exchanges and communication
between the people on the two sides of the Taiwan Strait. I wish the exhibition every success!

Yan Xin-zhi

Director
Han Yangling Museum
12 May 2009
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