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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The

Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs. )
The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s

literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fab/es,' The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the Ianguége
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Myths. The book is the third in the series The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We hope that
you like it.

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people and presenting
supernatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among people
and reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of humans. Myths can let people
have a better understanding of man, nature and society.

The book selects seventy-six world famous myths, including eighteen
Chinese myths, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek myths as well as influential early
works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew myths, Indian
myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American myths,
Australian myths, etc., are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenijing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. And the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The book is written both in Chinese and in English. We have specially
invited the American professors Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to
be the general editors of the translations. They have worked very seriously
and diligently, and ensured the accuracy and standardization of the
English trarslations in the book.

The Editors

November, 2011
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In the northern part of ancient Greece, there lived a musician named Iby-
cas, who respected gods very much.
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Every summer, groups of white cranes flew there to nest. Whenever Ibycas
played his xylophone and sang, the white cranes would dance for him.
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One day,a friend from Corinth in the south came to visit Ibycas. He told
him that there would be a grand concert in Corinth that autumn.
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Ibycas had a mellow and full voice given by the God of Music. He hoped to
have a try at the concert.
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Together with the lovely white cranes,Ibycas decided to arrive earlier in
Corinth, as the weather was warmer in autumn.
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Riding on a four-wheeléd cart, Ibycas hurried along on his journey day and
night, and soon reached the outskirts of Corinth.
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The famous peaked towers of Corinth could already be seen when he ar-
rived in front of the temple of the God of Sea Poseidon.
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He decided to get off to pray to the God of Sea,thanking him for the pro-
tection already given, and begging him for further granting.
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In a happy and pious frame of mind, he stepped into the temple of the God

of Sea. In the temple yard, there were some towering trees, huge halls and
temples. But nobody could be seen there.
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Because he had got there too eafly, he only saw a group of white cranes
land in trees. They had just arrived from the north to spend the winter.
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“You have followed me through many mountains, and you have also arrived
here safely. This must be a good omen of my long journey, "Ibycas shouted to
them.
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Then a white crane flew toward Ibycas and could not be driven away. It
seemed to be saying,“Be careful, my dear host!”
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Ibycas did not understand what the white crane meant. He walked into the
hall at a brisk pace, and silently prayed before the statue of a god.
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In the end, Ibycas went to the backyard of the temple. Suddenly, two men
rushed out from behind a big tree and blocked his way.
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Holding daggers in their hands, they had a murderous look on their faces. It
was clear that they would kill him for his treasures.
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“Help! Help!”As a musician who could only play his xylophone and sing,

how could he defeat two evildoers with lethal weapons? He could not but shout
madly.



