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Introduction

[ Abstract] Clinical epidemiology,developed in the late 1970s,is an important basic science of
clinical medicine. It is an essential methodology to guide clinical research, practice,,and health services
management. It uses patients as its study subjects and employs epidemiological principles and methods
to help in diagnostic and treatment decision-making and to help in the evaluation of disease prognosis
as well as disease etiology. Clinical epidemiology thus plays a crucial role in the advancement of clini-
cal medicine. This chapter introduces the definition and history of clinical epidemiology , its relationship
with clinical medicine and epidemiology, frequently used study designs in clinical epidemiology, its

main applications. This chapter ends with a perspective of developments of clinical epidemiology.
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