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PREAMEEMESZRKRSE (2013—2014)

Abstract

The year 2014 saw a key juncture in China’'s new media development. New
media’s position as the foremost media became more evident as they had turned
into a new engine for China’'s further development, becoming more mobile, inte-
grated and socialized, with the number of their users growing steadily and their
innovation capécity further enhanced. Their applications better met social needs,
their market competition was both vigorous and orderly, and their industrial pat-
terns were open and expanded, displaying more positive social power.

Since the Internet thrived, the media industry has experienced unprecedented
changes. The mobile age has had a revolutionary impact on the ecology of mass
communications. Currently, China's news media are transforming into digital, mo-
bile and micro communications at an increasingly fast pace. In the era of micro-
communications, China's news media are becoming more active, with new media
and traditional media undergoing fast integration. Traditional media are becoming
increasingly digital, intensifying integration with new media and developing such
new communication models as Weibo, WeChat and mobile portals.

China has the most abundant new media applications. Such applications as
instant messaging, social networking, mobile videos, online payment, online fi-
nance, online education, search engines, online games, e-commerce, e-govern-

ance and online tourism are thriving. China's new media are becoming increasingly
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socialized.

Spurred by technologies related to mobile Internet, cloud computing, big da-
ta and the Web of Things, China's new media have increased their capacity for in-
dependent technological innovation, and enterprises in this field continuously pro-
duce innovative applications, which, represented by WeChat, show that Chinese
enterprises boast independent capacity to innovate products and models.

Against the backdrop of global new media development and China's drive to
comprehensively deepen reforms, the field of new media has been quite eventful.
Riding the high tide of reform efforts to healthily develop new media so as to be-
come a strong power in new media has been the main theme of China's new media
development since 2013.

Also since 2013, China’s new media have been the most active capital
market worldwide. Major Internet companies are no longer focused on the devel-
opment of their own fields. Instead, they pay more attention to cross-industry de-
velopment and are penetrating into traditional industries at an increasing speed.
As a result, the capital market has been extremely active. IPOs, acquisitions,
and fund raising constitute the main themes of the reshuffling efforts of the new
media industry.

2013 was the hottest year for online finance, which has blurred the bounda-
ries of traditional finance. The Internet innovated traditional finance while sticking
to its profit-making models. By increasing its Internet elements, traditional finance
also realized self-innovation.

Since 2013, new media technologies have been enjoying an important devel-
opment opportunity, with mobile Internet, big data and cloud computing being the
focuses of efforts to develop new media technologies in various countries. In the

new round of technological competition, China has been accelerating research
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and development of 4G and 5G, as well as enhancing the construction of facilities
and the commercial applications of technologies. This holds great significance for
the stimulation of information consumption and domestic demands, as well as the
realization of national innovation strategies.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Par-
ty of China, said: "Without cyberspace security, there would be no national se-
curity." Cyberspace, with Internet at the core, has become the fifth biggest stra-
tegic space after land, sea, air and space. All countries attach great importance
to cyberspace security. In 2013, the PRISM scandal revealed by Edward
Snowden stunned the world and aroused unprecedented concern about
cyberspace security. Cyberspace security in China is generally stable, but there
are still quite some cyberattacks and security challenges, which not only affect
the interests of Internet users and the healthy development of the industry, but al-
so pose threats and challenges for social, economic development and national
security.

In recent years, the fast-developing new media industry has also
experienced some high-profile problems. In 2013, while pushing forward new
media development, the central authorities decided to improve the cyberspace
management system. China has also been improving the legal standards of cyber-
space management and regulation.

Report on Integrated Development of China’s New Media 2013-2014 is the
first industrial report in China that gives a comprehensive account of how new
media are undergoing fast integrated development as the new media market flour-
ishes. By embracing a global perspective with attention on Chinese characteris-
tics, it provides rich content and a wealth of cases on new media's integrated de-

velopment. It contains 12 parts—Overview, On Media, On Society, On Innova-
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tion, On Technologies, On Applications, On Industries, On Finance, On
Security, On Management, Prospects and Proposals. It comprehensively records
the progress of China's new media since 2013, analyzes hot issues related to the
integration between new media and technologies, industries, and markets, pre-
dicts the direction in which China's new media will develop in an integrated way
and offers proposals on how to boost the healthy development of China’s new

media industry.
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