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reface

Huang Nengfu,

Professor

The Central Academy of Industrial Arts and Crafts
December 5th, 1987,  Beijing

(Translated by Wang Kimchang )

Mr Wu Xianchunisa long-parted schoolmate and close friend of mine, and we were the destitute students of the Central Academy of Fine
Artsin the early 1950's. He, however, enjoved rich background knowledge, studied hard and was enthusiastic about painting practice, which was
well known to his classmates and teachers. Thirty years and more had passed before I knew, since graduation . Thirty years. Whata long time itis
in the shorthuman life. We, whose fate is fused into the destiny of our motherland, have welcomed the bright to-day, on sweeping over the rapids
and shoals during the voyage on the rolling sea. Unfortunately, we have lost each other ever since the disastrous "Cultural Revolution”.

The doorbell rang, and on opening the door I saw Mr Wu coming towards me. Hardly had he been seated, when he unrolled a painted scroll,
the fresh airand aroma of which enchanted me in no time at my first glance. A Chinese rose, facing breeze, caressed by dewdrops, fluttering and
waving, reminded of a graceful beauty from the heaven, pleasantly smiling and elegantly dancing. I felt as it T had been brought in a quiet garden.
Thrvivid graceful rose he painted from nature implies his mastery and excellence of arts, which are by no means easy to acquire.

Painting from life requires similarity not only in form and appearance, but in the spirit as well. Similarity in the spiritis the high-level state
which painting from life seeks and which demands painful efforts. What is more, it becomes available only for those who have acquired special-
ized artistic mastery and have engaged in long-term skilful practice to imply the spirit by means of succinct and well-knit strokes, quiet and
delicate colours, fine and soft expressive manipulation of technique. Mr Wu has been able to manipulate coloured pencils in sketching from
nature and depicting one hundred sorts of famous and precious roses in a vivid manner. The exquisiteness and accuracy of expression resemble
that of modern realistic painters and emit the aroma characteristic of flowers-and -plants in the Song Dynasty. Mr Wu is unique in his style, which
is characterized by being real without vulgarity, charming without flirtation and weeding through the old to bring the new in his artistic creation.

Chinese roses are native of China, rich in breeds and varieties, blossoming in all seasons and easy to cultivate, which has made them favourate
flowers of people. The roses are known as "Tht Flower of Luck”, and have been chosen and honoured the title of City Flower of Capital Beijing
since january, 1987. They are a popular subject people are fond of in industrial artistic decoration. The publication of Mr Wu' s Album of

Chinnese Roses will certainly please its readers. Itis my hope that this preface will serve as our mutual encouragement.
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~ WuXianchun

Mr.Wu Xianchun was born in Qiandao Lake, Zhejiang province in 1928. Later
graduated from The Central Academy of fine Arts in 1954.

He was once the chief editor of fine arts of Daily Hangzhou and directed the

interior decorative design of Shanxi Hall in The Great Hall of the People.

He compiled the books-The Art of Pattern & The Art of Calligraphy & Drawing . His
poster paintings and annual drawings were never ceased published. He also won

for several times the First Prize of Artistic Design for silk and drygoods in China.

He was invited to conduct "The Fine Arts " Exhibition of the Six Wu's' in Qiandao
Lake in 1985. And he conducted his personnal art exhibition at The Little Swallow
Tower Gallary in Xian in 1991. His artworks were welcomed and collected by
collectors both at home and from abroad. Duning recent years, his calligraphy
works had been shown in "The Fifty's Anneversary of the Victory of Anti-Japanese
War" in Beijing and Shenzhen. His traditional Chinese painting, exhibited in "The
Eulogy for Probity art exhibition " in Shenzhen and Beijing, was honored to be
selected and published in "The Selects of Eulogy for Probity Art Exhibition".The
artworks-"Condensed Fragrance", "Spring Beauty" and "Merit Spring" were collected

by art gallanries from America and Taiwan.

In 1996,he was asked to calligraph the title for the forty series television program

"Two Emporors- Yan and Huang".

He is a mamber of China Artist Association and a professor of the Chinese
Calligraphy and Drawing Correspondence University at present. He is also a
member of the council of Yu youren Calligraphy Academy in Xian and senior artstic
designer. He had the honour to be compiled in "The Distinguished Personages of
Chinese Artists"in 1978.
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