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Preface

Now, China is in a time of cultural development and
flourishing. In the Sixth Plenary Session of 17th CPC Central
Committee, the programmatic instructions for cultural develop-
ment were put forward. This laid a strong ideological and the-
oretical foundation for China’s cultural development, and also
marked its direction. We must grasp firmly this excellent op-
portunity for cultural development and do something to con-
tribute toward the excavation, sorting, rescue, protection,
transmission and development of China’s advanced culture and
ancient civilization. China is an ancient civilization where
many ethnic groups coexist harmoniously. In China, members
of all ethnic groups respect one another, get along harmoni-
ously, learn from one another, and work together in unity in
order to build a beautiful country.

However, we can see that our nation’s linguistic culture



is constantly facing dangers, under the direct and indirect
influences of the growing role of science and technology in
everyday life, rapid economic and social development, and a
variety of foreign languages and culture. For the language
and culture of minority nationalities with very small popula-
tion, only a few people can speak and understand them.
Most people can't speak their ethnic language or have become
less familiar with it. At this critical moment, the government
has asked us to make the efforts to accomplish the flourishing
and development of all different ethnic languages and their
cultures at all costs, and to save and protect our ethnic lan-
guages and cultures. This is the reason why we implemented
this project.

The purpose of this project is to put together 366 sen-
tences used in everyday conversation in 55 ethnic minority
languages by recording them using specific symbolic sys-
tems. We then translate them into Chinese, English, Rus-
sian and Japanese. This is to: (1) allow more people to
participate in the rescue and protection of our nation’s eth-
nic languages and cultures, and to learn and inherit them ;
(2) rescue and protect our nation’s ethnic languages, oral

materials pertaining to their spoken form and oral historical
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documents, especially the critically endangered ethnic lan-
guages; (3) strengthen as far as possible the international
communication about China’s 55 minority ethnic languages
in their spoken form and knowledge about their dialogues.
We hope that this project can play an active role in the
process of rescuing, protecting, developing and enriching our
nation’s ethnic language and culture. And we hope the pro-
ject will help usher in a new era of shared flourishing of all of

our nation’s ethnic languages and cultures.



[Ipenucnosue

B maHHBIZI MOMEHT Hallla CTpaHa BCTPeYaeT CBOE camoe
Xopomlee Bpems, Korga ObICTPO  pasBMBaeTcsi W
MpOIBeTaeTCs HAllla HAlMOHalbHas Kyabrypa. Ha 6 — M
wienyme 1K KIIK 17 cosbiBa BBIABHHY/ICS HPOTPaMMBbIil
KypC Ha Ppa3BUTHE U IMpOLBETaHHE KyJIbTYpPbl HaIlein
CTPaHBbl, KOTOPBIH 3a/I0KUI TEOPETUYECKYI0 OCHOBY H
reHepa/bHyI0 MOJUTUKY Pas3BUTHsA KyabTypbl Kwuras B
GynyiieM nepcneKTUBHOM BPeMEHHM. MBI JO/DKHBI XOPOIIIO
NOJb30BATbCA TAaKMUM CIydyaeM M BCEMH CHIAaMH HCKaTh,
YyOOPANOYMUTH, CHacaTh, 3allUIIaTh W  HAC/IelOBaTh
KMTACKYl0 IMBW/IM3aIMI0O M BHECTH HOBBIM BKJIaJg B
KyJIbTYPHOE J1€/I0 Hallleil CTPaHBbI.

Hamra ctpana - 3TO gpeBHee M MHOTOHAIIMOHAJIbHOE
rocyflapcTBO, B KOTOPOM BCeé HAaIMOHAIBHOCTH, KakK B

OIHOM CeMbe, YBaXalOT APYT APYry, y4aTcs APYT APYTy,



TIepeHUMAIOT TOJIOXKUTEIBHO APYT Y APYra, APYXKHO XXHBYT
u paboTaloT, COBMECTHO CTPOSIT CBOIO IIPEKPacCHYIO
Ponuny.

B To >xe BpeMs Mbl M Iy6OKO CO3HaeM, YTO TIOMaB
moj BAHSAHHEM rn06a3anmuu BO 06/1acTAX IKOHOMMKH H
HAay4YHO — TeXHUKH BceoOliee COCTOSIHHME S3BIKOBOI
KyJIbTYpbl ~ HAIIMEHBILIMHCTB  HAaIlle  CTPaHBI  O4YeHb
medyajpbHOe M 6eCrOKOHOe, OHa Jaxe MIAET Ha Kpaiwo
rubenn. Ceifdyac TOJIBKO Majio JTOJIe U3 HAIMEHbIIHHCTB
yMeeT  TOBOPHMTb, IIOHMMaTh,  MHCIOIb30BaTh  CBOM
HallMOHA/JIbHBIN fA3bIK. A  6O0/JbLIECTBO HAIMEHOBCKUX
JIOJei yXe He TOBOPAT WIM He MOTYT XOpOIIO 3HaTh
CBO€ro HAIMOHAJIBHOTO s3bIKa. Haille NMpaBUTEILCTBO Ha
aTo obpamiaer 60/lbIIOe BHUMAHUE U pellaeT U30 BCEX CHII
CTapaThCcsi CIIACTM M 3AIUTHTh HAIMEHOBCKHE S3BIKM WU
HAIIMEHOBCKYIO Ky/IbTYpY Hallleif CTpaHbl. BOT modemy Mbl
pellMan B3ATHCA 3a TaKylo 3ajady - pefaKTHpOBaHHE
cepuio kuur {366 ¢pas auanormueckux peueir mo 55
HanuoHanbHOCTAM Kuras ) .

PenakTtupys psiga TakMX KHUT, Mbl XOTHM, 4YTOOBI
no6osibilie /0eil MOI/IM y4acTBOBAaTh B [0 CITaCeHMS ,

H3Yy4YCeHHA , HacClnenoBaHUA W 3alIMTbl HAIIUMOHAJIBHBIX
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A3BIKOB, YTOOBI CIIACTH M 3AIIUTUTH PAa3TOBOPHBIN SI3BIK U
NMCbMEHHBIE  JOKYMEHTBI  HAI[MOHaJIbHBIX  KYJIBTYp,
KOTOpble yXe Ha Kpalo rubenu, 4dYTOOBI IIMPOKO
pacnpocTpaHATh [MAJIOTMYECKHMX peded U  SA3BIKOBBIE
3HaHHMA 10 55 HauuoHanbHOCTAM Kuras.

Hapmeemcs ®a TO, dTOo Hama paboTra CcMOXeT
OpUHECTH OOJIBLIYI0 I10/Ib3y B HAac/Ae€AOBaHHWE M 3alIUTY
HaI[MOHA/JbHBIX A3BIKOBBIX KYIBTYp HallleH CTpaHbl. Mbl
BEPUM, YTO Yy>Ke IPHUXOJMUT HOBasg I3I0Xa IIPOIBETaHHUSA

HAaIlMOHAJIbHBIX A3BIKOBBIX KY/IAbTYP Halmeun CTpaHBbI.
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