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1. Approaching the Topic
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ALAELF; BHAIRLEZ R DM RGN M FFRIAE, O HFF
RE . B HAR B YIRS, AF T E AP SHRT, TRNEFEERRE, FRF R
K BEIRFANPIE G LR S AR RS A S FRA B AL ) 5 6 W AHIT Ay P,
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Cummins(1979) A A, —ANAG3EZ K -F o “AFRA IR AR AL ( Basic Interpersonal
Communicative Skills, BICS) 5 “IA 4= 5 K & F 4 /17 ( Cognitive/Academic Language
Proficiency, CALP ) 4Lk, #4245 B H A F X F PR 6iE S, LIRES 0 iAsmE R
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W, kAL, EE PR F R WA (appropriately challenging academic content ) Fe
— Z IR E Wik % Z 3 (sufficient depth of cognitive interaction ) 5% 3% 2 3% 15 /K T 69 % 4&
( Kong & Hoare, 2011),
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RAZ, B2 B RS ARG IE A B P IBE, M1 A AF 395 F b 5 A Tk ey 355 R AR
LF—EAFAREETIL.FAREFRS  FAREBRRFIRAE, B X LRI
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Multidisciplinary Education



In this unit you will carry out a project-based study
on Multidisciplinary Education. It is suggested that
the class be divided into several groups and that
each group design a related topic of its own. Use the
information of the four reading materials and three
listening materials provided in this unit along with
other information on the Internet. Evaluate, synthesize
and organize the information and write a short report
to be presented in the class as the research result of

your study of this unit.



Unit 1 Multidisciplinary' Education

1. Work with a partner. Skim the following passage (Reading 1) to find information for the following questions

(student A) and prepare to summarize its main idea(student B). Then exchange the answers with each other.

1) What’s the aim of college education?

2) What is of growing importance in college education?

3) In which two ways can this new educational challenge be addressed?

4) What kind of students should college education produce?

Addressing the Challenge

College education has always aimed to produce individuals who are well on their
way to becoming experts in their field of interest. However, as society faces ever more
complex problems that require systematic thinking, we also see the growing importance
of producing professionals who have the skills to work with people from a diverse set
of disciplines. In broad terms this new educational challenge can be addressed in one of
two ways: (a) through an interdisciplinary approach, concepts from different disciplines
can be integrated to generate new ways of thinking. Participants must become fluent in
the participating disciplines to create new approaches. (b) through a multidisciplinary
approach the distinct perspectives and concepts of each discipline can be used to tackle
particular parts of a complex problem; fluency in all the participating disciplines, however,
is no longer emphasized. The important thing is for each participant to understand the
multi-faceted nature of the problem and to have the necessary skills to communicate

with others to produce a collaborative solution through a common scientific perspective.

Although numerous significant scientific challenges may require an interdisciplinary
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arrangement, we believe that a multidisciplinary approach to scientific education has

tremendous value. First, a strictly interdisciplinary approach needs to restructure the

boundaries between disciplines and can thus require serious financial and administrative

support. A multidisciplinary approach, on the other hand, works well with the existing

systems we see in today’s institutes of higher education. Second, we believe that a

multidisciplinary emphasis is a prerequisite to producing individuals who may later

become expert interdisciplinary problem solvers.

2. Find the words in column A in Reading 1 and match them with their definitions in column B according to

the context. Then exchange your answers with your partner.

A
1) address
_ 2)discipline
_______3)approach

4) integrate

5) generate

6) perspective

7) tackle
8) fluency

9) multi-faceted

10) collaborative J-

11) restructure
12) boundary

13) prerequisite

B

a. a way or method of doing something or dealing with a problem
. to organize something in a new and different way

. a thing that is required as a prior condition for something else to

happen or exist

. an area of knowledge; a subject that people study or are taught,

especially in a university

. to combine two or more things so that they can work together

. to think about a problem or a situation and decide how you are going

to deal with it

. to produce or create something

. a real or imagined line that marks the limits or edges of something

and separates it from other things or places; a dividing line
involving, or done by, several people or groups of people working
together

to make a determined effort to deal with a difficult problem or
situation

the quality of being fluent

. having many different aspects to be considered

. a particular attitude towards something; a way of thinking about

something
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| Listening 1

|4

3. Study the following words and phrases which will occur in Listening 1 you are going to listen to.

flexibility /fleksa'bilati/ RIEME
pharmacy [faimasi/ s
insurance /m'[varans/ PR
diverse /dar'vsis/ ZRhZREN

4. Listen to Listening 1 and then fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Let me introduce multidisciplinary studies(MDS) , a new program (1) in our universities
recently. The program does not restrict students to courses of study in a particular area, but rather
2) the importance of a wide range of knowledge and cross-disciplinary communication. MDS
emphasizes flexibility and integrates specialized knowledge from individual disciplines. In this way it
applies unique (3) to approach problems from (4) perspectives. Students learn to apply
their knowledge to real problems by using a multidisciplinary (5)

Multidisciplinary studies help to bridge what have become (6) specialized, separate
and segmented fields of study within American universities. The ability to tackle problems from an

interdisciplinary perspective is an increasingly valuable skill in today’s highly-specialized society. We

produce (7) of Multidisciplinary Studies degrees who often (8) the same fields
of more traditional majors such as Communication Studies or Business Administration. These include
9) in management or sales or in industries such as hotel, hospitality, pharmacy, insurance, or
retail. (10) opportunities for individuals who have learned diverse methods of solving problems

can be found in education, social services and government.

5. Listen to the Listening 1 again to check your answers and try to write a few sentences about the main

idea of the speech. Then exchange ideas with your partner.

6. Read the passage (Reading 1) again and discuss the following questions with your partner.

1) What theme do the passage and lecture share?

2) What are the writer and the speaker’s attitudes towards college education today?




