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Poor People also
can Have a Lawsuit

in American
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America's courts are built on a system of
rules and procedures that assume that almost
everyone who comes to court has a lawyer.
Unfortunately, the reality is quite different.
An increasing number of civil cases go forward
without lawyers. Litigants who cannot afford
a lawyer, and either do not qualify for legal
aid or are unable to have a lawyer assigned to
them because of dwindling budgets, are on
their own prose. What's more, they're often
on their in cases involving life-altering situa-
tions like divorce, child custody® and loss of
shelter.

As the economy has worsened?, the
ranks of the self-represented poor have ex-
panded. In a recent informal study conducted
by the Self-Represented Litigation Network,
about half the judges who responded reported
a greater number of prose litigants as a result
of the economic crisis. Unrepresented liti-
gants now also include many in the middle
class and small-business owners who unex-
pectedly find themselves in distress® and
without sufficient resources to pay for the le-
gal assistance they need.
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As judges, we believe more needs to be
done to meet this growing challenge: an inac-
cessible, overburdened justice system serves

none of us well. California took a major step

forward when it became the first state to rec-

ognize as a goal the right to counsel in certain
civil cases. But this is only a beginning. It is
essential that we promote other efforts to
close the “justice gap”. One such effort in-
volves the “unbundling” of legal services.
Forty-one states have adopted a model rule
drafted by the American Bar Association, or
similar provisions, which allow lawyers to
take only-partof a case, a cost-saving prac-
tice known as. “ limited-scope- representation”
that is responsive to new realities.

" Traditionally, lawyers have been re-
quired to ‘siay with a case from beginning to
end,:‘dnless a court has excused them from
this obligation. Now, in those states that ex-
plicitl); or implicitly atlow unbuﬁdling, people
or businésses can hire a IaWyer to help them
fill out forms, to prepare documents, to
coach them on how to present in court or to
appear in court for hearings. What could be
wrong with this? Well. some lawyers have
expressed concern that limited legal repre-
sentation will encoﬁrage litigants to dissect
their cases in an effort to save money. sacri-
ficing quality representation that the litigant
might otherwise be able to vafford. We have
also heard the argument that by offering too
much assistance to self-represented litigants.
the courts themselves are undermining”’ the
value of lawyers and the legal profession.
Apparently, some are concerned that the
court system will become so user-friendly that

there will be no need for lawyers.
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wrong /ron/ adj. OFRE A IL#HH QA&
B ALY AFEN | 0 OIR,
K QAN R || o FAE Al
S
[iRA4A]) go wrong D it & AL ES 12 @ A& 4k
B, 4 B4/ in the wrong 45 5. 11 47 o¢ (T
wrong-headed H| 7 55 i% i) .

afford /o'tod, or. LA HH 7 1 E @4
i, 451
[iA 48] afford to /&7 14 i

forward / 'to:wod/ adwv. [-s| @il i @ 4] ¥
A NS | ady. @ [0 AL 361 il
1 @ [ §if (4 i 2E 0 [ o B0k, %
[iA 4] put forward {2 i}

divorce /di'vos/ n. (D& @45 5. 1B &5 |l
vi. BUF ([ 7] X | separate, disjoin, divide,
disconnect;| fz X | marry, join. connect) ||
u. DY A Q5 A

document /'dokjumoant/ n. A X« X . i
8 1 o JH T Col SRR 3 Uk BH L 1 2

business /'biznis/ n. @O & 4. . &l

C#) QL Ff izl it @B . T4 £ 5 |

@F% .4

[i@ 48] get down to business A i & F- )
4 /go out of business # \[I/have no busi-
ness JCAL. % A7 1 /in business 48 [ . %%

# /mind your own business 5 41X H & fY

3, /L4 7 #/on business [H 2. [H 3/
mean business fi i\ H. 11

recognize /'rekognaiz/ wr. @ ik H. 1 B
([[A )‘Cacknowledge. distinguish) @ 7& i\ .

kAT Q@F I K EE
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P
ED,

[i21Z) cogn (ial #2) %M1 i& — recognize A
&I
qualify /'kwolifai/ v. (fi) AT, (fd) BA ¥
i () G4
(i@ 4] be qualified to practise law in this
state 4 HE 75 i JH 24 0
(A %] qualify for/as # 73 “ i f1
18" . His skills qualified him for the job.
L A A B RE R LA AT X AR .
procedure /pra'sidzo/ n. FEJF . F4. 5B
draft /dreeft.dra:ft/ n. O FE R, E €, HH
@I % QOME &, IR& @8R, Kl .
O, FHl Q1 55 . 4E A
| [id 48] draft new guidelines i & & 1 77 £
| budget /'badsit/ n. Tl 8. B H % & | v
(for) %4 7 55, VE & HE | ve. BRI, % HE ||
adj. fICHERY B2 TE 1Y
reality /ri'eliti/ n. OB, Lhr QHE
| [R4Y in reality Scfz b 9155 |
aid /eid/ n. OF 8, 82 8, K Bh QB F . 4 Bh
Yy BT B v #E B 8% Bh BB
argument /'a:gjwmoant/ n. @48, G Wb, Hif
w Qe ie A QU , I
. [iA4] the argument over self-rule X F

......

| [ 4 it /beyond argument K o] 4 Bf (1)

(Hl)/open to argument n] %+ %t [ /settle a

dispute by argument il i:f i FH i o 4 i/

state one’s argument 2 i i¢ i /tear sb. 's

} arguments to pieces ¥ ¥ A 18 & B 18 (&

ke

economy /i'konami/ n. D% ¥ . 2 5% #l B,
SWHN QB Ty . EaMH

|
|

Forty-one states have adopted a model rule drafted by the American Bar Association. or similar
provisions. which allow lawyers to take only part of a case, a cost-saving practice known as
*limited-scope representation” that is responsive to new realities.

4. )b a model rule fil similar provisions & J=41 % £ . [d) Ky & &) 5 , i1 [ B 8% which 5|
S5 18 M A& 1 . 44 ) &I i a cost-saving practice fi: %F which 5] 5 52 8 M %) B9 #b 75 588 .
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1.

The passage mainly talks about

[A] the influence of crisis on U.S. court system
[B] the defects of America’s court system

[C] the different ways to apply for a lawyer
[D] new rules concerned with lawyer service

. From the first paragraph, we can learn that

[A] it is illegal if litigants don’t have a lawyer in America courts
[B] the number of self-represented litigants is increasing
[C] America’s court system is built on the basis of meeting the reality

‘[D] litigants can only pay for the legal assistance by themselves

. According to the author, what change has been made because of the economic crjsis?

[A] The number of prose litigants has been enlarged.
[B] The cases about economic dispute have increased.
[C] Many prose litigants lost the case without lawyer.
[D] Half of the prose litigants are a result of the crisis.

. The “unbundling” of legal services (Line 10, Para.3) means that

[A] a lawyer is excused from his obligation by a court

[B] a lawyer may take the whole case

[C] the cost for litigants to have a lawyer might be lower
[D] litigants can only hire a lawyer to do some trifle things

. Why do many people worry about the rule of limited legal representation?

[A] Because the rule might harm the interest of lawyers.
[B] Because the rule has helped litigants too much.
[C] Because the rule might lower lawyers' income.
[D] Because the rule neglects the importance of lawyers.

AT
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An increasing number of civil cases go forward without lawyers. Litigants who cannot afford a
lawyer, and either do not qualify for legal aid or are unable to have a lawyer assigned to them
because of dwindling budgets,are on their own prose. KL 1 RFJFiL B E R EE
A7 FE U R 0T o R . AR B AN R R A R R R R B Sl T4 E %
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