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Foreword

Located in Songnen Plain in western Heilongjiang Province, Qiqihar borders the area of Heihe City, Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region and Jilin Province. It is the second largest city of Heilongjiang Province.
Qiqihar, meaning “natural pastures” in the Daur language, is the political, economic and cultural center
of west Heilongjiang Province and its transportation hub. Qiqihar is also known as “City of Cranes” be-
cause the Zhalong Nature Reserve, a world-renowned national scenic location, is just 26km southeast to
downtown Qigihar. It is famous for dozens of crane species, thus winning it the fame of “Hometown of
Cranes™.

Ancestors of the Chinese nation had already developed Nenjiang River Valley in primitive society some
five thousand years ago. As an ancient historical and cultural city, Qiqgihar is more than 300 years old.
Founded in 1691, it was recorded in the “Manchu Dictionary” as the “Qiqihar Garrison™ during the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1911) . In 1665, the Qing government established Bokui post station here; in 1674, the
government relocated Jilin Navy to Qiqihar to fight Tsarist Russia invaders. Qigihar town was built in
1691 to further reinforce defenses; Heilongjiang General Yamen was established in 1699 and Heishui De-
partment in 1894. In 1907, Qiqihar became the capital city of Heilongjiang Province. Japanese troops cap-
tured it in 1931 and it became the capital city of the puppet state of Manchukuo. In 1936, Qigihar Town
was upgraded to Qiqgihar City and became capital city of Nenjiang Province and Heinen Province. Qigihar
became the capital city of new Heilongjiang Province after the Anti-Japanese War. After the founding of
New China, it turned to be the capital city of Nenjiang Province, Heinen Province and Heilongjiang Prov-
ince. In 1954, Heilongjiang and Songjiang provinces were combined, with Harbin as the capital city; from
then on, Qigihar was a provincially administered municipality.

During three hundred years of change and development, Qiqihar experienced invasion by Tsarist Russia
and occupation of Japanese imperialists. Its urban architecture has been sadly marked by Tsarist colonial-
ism and traces of Japanese invaders’ iron heels. Today it is undergoing great changes; old buildings are
disappearing or soon will. During two years of searching and collecting, I have composed a book to record
the old architecture and ancient folk customs. There may be errors and shortcomings in the book due to



my limited skill and knowledge: so, | sincerely hope that insightful people will give me helpful comments
and corrections.

Review the past, understand the present and look forward to the future! Society develops and humankind
makes progress. | attempt to arouse the awareness of unplanned development for people through remind-
ing them of historical architecture and the cultural landscape in the face of a rapidly developing economic
society, so as to make patriots more enthusiastic about our environment. I believe our life will be better
and there will be a new look for urban development.

Ma Baochao
March 2013
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Old Streetscape in Qigihar

In the beginning of 20th century, Qigihar was administrated by
the police, which marked the start of police politics in Qigihar. This
scene is an old street view of Qigihar at the beginning of the last
century.
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Ying'en Gate

The old town's south gate built in Bokui Street in 1691. It was called
" Jiefang Gate" during early days of New China.



