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Preface Master the art of love
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1: His Task

Should anyone here not know the art of love, read this, and learn by
reading how to love. By art the boat’s set gliding, with oar and sail, by art
the chariot’s swift: love’s ruled by art. Automedon was skilled with
Achilles’s chariot reins, Tiphys in Thessaly was steersman of the Argo,
Venus appointed me as guide to gentle Love: I'll be known as Love’s
Tiphys, and Automedon. It’s true Love’s wild, and one who often flouts
me: but he’s a child of tender years, fit to be ruled. Chiron made the
young Achilles perfect at the lyre, and tempered his wild spirits through
peaceful art. He, who so terrified his enemies and friends, they say he
greatly feared the aged Centaur. That hand that Hector was destined to
know, was held out, at his master’s orders, to be flogged; I am Love’s
teacher as Chiron was Achilles’s, both wild boys, both children of a
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Book I How to love

goddess. Yet the bullock’s neck is bowed beneath the yoke, and the
spirited horse’s teeth worn by the bit. And Love will yield to me, though
with his bow he wounds my heart, shakes at me his burning torch. The
more he pierces me, the more violently he burns me, so much the fitter
am I to avenge the wounds. Nor will I falsely say you gave me the art,
Apollo, no voice from a heavenly bird gives me advice, I never caught

sight of Clio or Clio’s sisterswhile herding the flocks, Ascra, in your
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valleys: Experience prompts this work: listen to the expert poet. I sing
true; Venus, help my venture! Far away from here, you badges of
modesty, the thin headband, the ankle —covering dress! I sing of safe
love, permissible intrigue, and there’ll be nothing sinful in my song.

Now the first task for you who come as a raw recruitis to find out who
you might wish to love. The next task is to make sure that she likes you:
the third, to see to it that the love will last. That’s my aim, that’s the
ground my chariot will cover: that’s the post my thundering wheels will

scrape.

BRSO . BLSE, X R EEIR K 7 BhIRIE, BTBLUR, FRIKRESE |
FEATLL, R B AN, T IR AL, TR, B KA, RK TR AT
RSO AT R BEAE T —3 1 IROTZE IR R A fE R R R FI13 5 Ao
VR 57 K7 BRI FFR B — AT LT & 1.

IR BRI BT 22 ST N, He—, R4 B0 2 F 4R AR 1
AEX R =, RN B LR A G RIT &7 H =, EX R4
FERR A o IR 2 B P, T A2 R P 5 2 S (RO SR T 8 24
EEIRE K.



E—E WMARSEE

Book I How to love

Il : How to Find Her

While you’re still free, and can roam on a loose rein, pick one to
whom you could say “You alone please me” . She won’t come falling for
you out of thin air: the right girl has to be searched for: use your eyes.
The hunter knows where to spread nets for the stag, he knows what valleys
hide the angry boar: the wild —fowler knows the woods: the fisherman
knows the waters where the most fish spawn: You too,who search for the
essence of lasting love, must be taught the places that the girls frequent. I
don’t demand you set your sails, and search, or wear out some long road
to discover them. Perseus brought Andromeda from darkest India, and
Trojan Paris snatched his girl from Greece, Rome will grant you lots of
such lovely girls, you’ll say:“Here’s everything the world has had. ” Your

Rome’s as many girls as Gargara’s sheaves, as Methymna’s grapes, as
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fishes in the sea, as birds in the hidden branches, stars in the sky: Venus,
Aeneas’s mother, haunts his city. If you’d catch them very young and not
yet grown, real child-brides will come before your eyes: if it’s young girls
you want, thousands will please you. You’ll be forced to be unsure of your
desires: if you delight greatly in older wiser years, here too, believe me,

’
there’s an even greater crowd.
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