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Part I Warming-up Exercises

Section B Sentence Dictation
Directions: Listen to the tape and write down each sentence. FEach
sentence will be read three times .

1. What a freezing day!

2. Very strong gusts of wind blew into his room.

3. Pat had hardly stepped back into the house when the rain began
to fall in waves.

4. The temperature changes very little between summer and winter.

5. Trucks and trains carry fruits and vegetables very quickly to all
parts of the United States.

Part T Conversation Practice

Section A
Directions: In this section you will hear 10 short conversations. At

the end of each conversation, a question will be asked
about what was said. Choose the best answer from the
four suggested answers marked A), B), C), and D).
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: Terrible day, isn’t it?
: Yes itis. It’s cold and damp. I hope it will be sunny tomor-

Trow.

: How is the weather like today? (C)
: Did you listen to the weather forecast this morning? What’s

the weather going to be like tomorrow?

: I did. The weatherman says it’s going to snow.

: What does the woman ask the man? (D)

: Oh, snow! How wonderful! I like snow a lot.

: How come?

: What is the man’s attitude towards snow? (A)

: I don’t like it. It will cause a lot of trouble, especially the

slippery road.

: I enjoy the snow very much. It can clean the air and we can

have a lot of fun playing snow.

: Why does the woman like the snowy weather? (D)

: You know, in my hometown, people are expecting snow at

this time of the year. The old farmers often say “A timely

snow promises a good harvest”.

: Well, it seems I am going to like the snow as well.
: What do the old farmers say about the timely snow? (D)
: By the way, what’s the weather like in your hometown?

: It’s as cold as here, but not so damp.

What'’s the weather like in the woman’s hometown? (B)

: Which is the best season there?
: I think it’s fall. It’s not too hot and not too cold. The air is

fresh. The sky is blue. The farmers are very busy but they
are very happy.

: Why are the farmers busy but happy in fall? (C)
: Which is the best season here?
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M: Spring, I think. It’s sunny and warm. I enjoy going out in
spring a lot.
Q: What does the man enjoy doing in spring? (D)
9. W: Is it windy in spring? In my hometown, we have a lot of
windy days in spring.
M: Sometimes it is windy, but it’s comfortable as the wind is
soft and warm.
Q: How is the weather like in spring in the woman’s hometown?
(A)
10. W: By the way, what’s the temperature like tomorrow?
M: The high will be 2C and the low will be —9T.
Q: What's the temperature for tomorrow? (C)

Section B
Conversation One
1. Directions: In this section, you will hear a short conversation
once. Listen to the conversation carefully and de-
cide whether the following statements you hear on
the tape are True or False.
Tom: It’s raining again.
Mary: Yeah, it rains a lot here in summer.
Tom: I hope it clears up soon. We are going to have a picnic
tomorrow.
Mary: I heard the weather forecast this morning. It said that
there’s a chance of showers tomorrow.
Tom: That’s too bad. What’s the temperature forecast?
Mary: The high is 38C and the low is 29C .
Tom: Oh, no. I hate the weather here. It’s getting hotter and
hotter.
Mary: What'’s the weather like in your hometown?



Tom: It’s not as humid and hot as here.

Mary: Is there much snow in winter?

Tom: No, not much. The winter is usually mild.

Mary: Well, which is the best season?

Tom: The fall, I think. The air is fresh and the weather is

cool. The sky is always blue. It is really beautiful.

Statements:

1) It rains a lot here in spring. (F)

2) They are going to have a picnic this afternoon. (F)

3) There is a chance of shower tomorrow. (T)

4) The woman hates the weather here because it’s getting hotter and

hotter. (F)

5) Fall is the best season in the man’s hometown. (T)

2. Directions: Listen to the conversation again and fill in the
blanks with the exact words and expressions you

have just heard .

1) summer 2) picnic

3) weather forecast 4) a chance of

5) temperature 6) hotter and hotter
7) hometown 8) hot

9) snow 10) mild

11) season 12) fresh

13) cool 14) blue

15) beautifu

Conversation Two

1. Directions: Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to
each question you hear on the tape.

W :Oh, if only the bus would come soon! What a freezing day!

M: Have you been waiting long?
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: It feels like hours, but I guess I've only been here for about fif-

teen minutes.

: That’s terrible, especially in such weather, an awful winter.

: | hate winter too. It was sunny this morning and the weather-

man said we have light rain, but. ..

: I doubt the weather report since it started to snow. The weather

forecast said one or two inches but we’ ve got at least three inch-

es already. My shoes are full of snow.

: Well, that’s typical. Remember last year when they predicted

four inches of snow and we actually had four feet?

: I had the same thing in New York last year. We expected to get

a little rain one night, but when we woke up, guess what? We

had six inches of snow and it was so awful that I didn’t go to

work that day.
: By the way, what do you do?

: I work in a travel agency. And you?

: I'm a lawyer. My office is around the corner.

:Oh, that’ s where I've seen you before. I work in the same

building. Stop in and have a cup of coffee sometimes.

: [ wish I had a cup of coffee right now.

: Well, we're standing right in front of a snack bar. Why don’t

we get some coffee to warm up?

: That sounds great. Oh, look, here comes the bus. Thanks anyway.

: That’s okay. Another time.

Questions:

1)
2)
3)
4)

What is the weather like? (B)

How long has the woman waited for the bus? (C)
How thick is the snow on the ground? (C)
Where does the woman work? (A)
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5) Which of the following statements is not true? (D)

2. Directions: In this section, you will hear the conversation a-
gain. Fill in the blanks with the exact words and
expressions you have just heard .

1) Have you been waiting long 2) fifteen minutes

3) an awful winter 4) I hate winter too

5) one or two inches 6) that’s typical

7) actually 8) We expected to get a little rain
one night

9) awful 10) travel agency

11) around the corner 12) in front of a snack bar

Part T Passage Practice

Passage One
1. Directions: In this part, you will hear a passage. After the
passage, you will be asked some questions. You
will hear the passage and the questions about just
one time. Listen corefully and choose the best an-
swer from the four choices marked A), B), C),
and D).
A Thunderstorm
Last Sunday Pat’s neighborhood saw the worst thunderstorm in
years. It came suddenly in the mid-afternoon and lasted for more
than three hours. At about two o’clock, Pat was reading a copy of
Reader’s Digest in his room. The air was hot and still. For about
fifteen minutes, all was quiet.
Then the sky grew dark all of a sudden. Within minutes, forks
of lightning pierced the sky. This was followed by the boom-boom-

boom of thunder. Very strong gusts of wind blew into his room. His
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precious notes, lying on his desk in the room, flew high into the
air. He jumped up to catch them but unluckily a few sheets sailed
out of the open window. As he ran out in pursuit of the notes, big
drops of rain began to fall.

Pat had hardly stepped back into the house when the rain began
to fall in waves. He fought to close the windows. He did it but was
wet all over. He dried himself with a towel. Then he heard a very
loud crashing sound from the back of the house. He ran out of the
room to find out what it was. His mother and brothers had gathered
noisily at the kitchen door. A coconut tree had torn through the roof
of the kitchen. Part of its big trunk lay across the floor. Pots and
pans were thrown all over the place. The stove was broken into
pieces. It would take a lot of work to restore the kitchen to its origi-
nal condition. However, they were thankful that no one was hurt by
the falling tree.

Questions:

1) When did the thunderstorm come? (B)

2) What was Pat doing in his room at that time? (B)

3) How long did the storm last? (D)

4) What happened to Pat’s precious notes on his desk? (A)

5) What happened to the kitchen of the house? (C)

2. Directions: Listen to the passage for the second time and write

True or False for each statement you hear.

Statements:

1) Pat found that it was not easy to close the windows when the
strong gusts of wind blew into his room. (T)

2) Pat got wet while trying to close the windows. (T)

3) Only one of Pat’s brothers was hurt by the falling tree. (F)

Passage Two

Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each



question you hear .
El Nino

Last summer, the Atlantic Ocean was strangely calm. During
the usually stormy months between July and November, only one
hurricane was recorded, when there was normally seven or eight.
This was one effect of El Nino. Its other effects were far less kind.
Droughts and flooding attacked parts of the tropics, while the
storms that failed to appear in the Atlantic instead swept across the
Pacific, hitting the western states of the America. Even the semi-
desert state of Arizona did not escape the flood.

El Nino has existed for a long time. It was first observed by
Peruvian fishermen, who noticed that the sea warmed up every few
years around Christmas time. They named the phenomenon El Ni-
no, which is Spanish for “the child”, and refers to the young
Christ.

In more recent years, climatologists have established that El
Nino appears every two to seven years. Its cause is still unknown,
but it’s clear that when it does appear, it can change weather pat-
terns over three quarters of the globe. In fact, after the El Nino of
1982- 1983, climatologists realized that it affects the world’s weath-
er systems more than any other phenomenon except the seasons.
That EI Nino killed over 2,000 people in floods and droughts and
caused $13 billion worth of damage.

Questions:

1. What happened to the Atlantic Ocean last summer? (D)

2. What was NOT true about the effects of El Nino? (C)

3. The name El Nino refers to which of the following? (A)

4. According to the climatologists, how often does El Nino appear
in the recent years? (D)

5. According to the climalologists, which of the following has the



greatest effect on the world’s weather systems? (D)

. Passage Three

Directions: Listen to the passage core fully and answer the follow-
ing questions .

The United States has many different kinds of climate. On the
west coast, the temperature changes very little between summer and
winter, but the north central states have a very different kind of cli-
mate. In those states, people wear light clothing during the sum-
mer, and they need heavy wool or fur clothing during the winter.

In the southwest, the climate is pleasantly warm during the
winter, but the summer is unpleasantly hot.

In the eastern part of the United States, summer temperatures
are very different from winter temperatures. Summers are usually
hot, and winters are usually cold. Spring temperatures are comfort-
ably warm, and fall temperatures are pleasantly cool.

Years ago, people in the cold parts of the United States did not
often get fresh vegetables and fresh fruits during the winter. Today,
however, trucks and trains carry fruits and vegetables very quickly
to all parts of the United States. In this way, Americans “send their
climates” to people in other states.

Answers:

1. Yes, there is less difference between summer and winter on the
west coast than on the east coast.

2. In the southwest, the climate is pleasantly warm during the win-
ter, but the summer is unpleasantly hot.

3. Trucks and trains carry fruits and vegetables very quickly to the
cold parts of the U.S.

4. In the eastern part of the United States, summer temperatures
are very different from winter temperatures. Summers are usual-

ly hot, and winters are usually cold.
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. On the west coast, the temperature changes very little between

summer and winter, but the north central states have a very dif-

ferent kind of climate.

. People in the cold parts of the United States did not often get

fresh vegetables and fresh fruits during the winter. Today, how-
ever, trucks and trains carry fruits and vegetables very quickly to
all parts of the United States. In this way, Americans “send

their climates” to people in other states.

Part V Entertainment

Section A
Directions: You are going to hear some English proverbs and max-

AN N B W -

ims. Match the number with the letter according to
what you hear .

Lightning never strikes twice in the same place. (E)

One cloud is enough to eclipse all the sun. (F)

A snow year, a rich year. (A) A

Every cloud has a silver lining. (C)

It never rains but it pours. (D)

. After black clouds, clear weather. (B)



