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Unit

Part ]

1 The Price of Truth

Reading for Information

» Pre-Reading Questions

1. Do you agree that truth requires as much strength to give as to receive?

2. Can you describe the sun in your own words?

blink /blink/ v. £~

daze /deiz/ v. (kI

essence /'esons/ h.

consist in 7

temper /tempa/ v. |

=
i

absolute /wbsalu:t/ adj. “

ISHlEs)

resolve /ri'zolv/ n.

L
QAL

culinary /kalinari/ adj.

Raa|
CEHY

masterpiece /ma:stapi:s/ N

swallow /swolau/ v. #0

wince /wins/ v. ([

] 111 9F

common room

2 Student’s Book

1) 1f

v HAKE

Like the Sun
By R.K. Narayan

I Truth, Sekhar reflected, is like the sun. I suppose no human
being can ever look it straight in the face without blinking or
being dazed. He realized that, morning till night, the essence

of human relationships consisted in tempering truth so that it
might not shock. This day he set apart as a unique day — at
least one day in the year we must give and take absolute truth
whatever may happen. Otherwise life is not worth living. The
day ahead seemed to him full of possibilities. He told no one of
his experiment. It was a quiet resolve.

2 The very first test came while his wife served him his
morning meal. He showed hesitation over an apple pie, which
she had thought was her culinary masterpiece. She asked,
“Why, isn’t it good?”” At other times he would have said,
considering her feelings in the matter, I feel full up, that’s
all.” But today he said, “It isn’t good. ['m unable to swallow
it.”” He saw her wince and said to himself, “Can’t be helped.”
Truth is like the sun.

3 His next trial was in the common room when one of his




The Price of Truth

About the text

“Like the Sun” is a very interesting story about a small social experiment of practicing
truth. It reveals the way that human beings handle the truth where human relationships are
concerned. Truth, as is proved convincingly through the story, is like the sun. As we cannot look
the sun straight in the face, we can hardly give or accept the absolute truth on most occasions.

The story is more like a fantasy than a real happening. The daydream nature of the
experiment leads to all kinds of comic situations full of dramatic tension — the hero’s
apparently mindless comments on his wife’s “culinary masterpiece”, on a man who
has just passed away, and finally on his headmaster’s musical ambition. We follow and
watch the hero going around carrying out his experiment and laugh all the way from
beginning to end. It shocks people in most cases to tell them the absolute truth, but to
do so for just one day and in an acute self-conscious way is an interesting experience.
Anyway, the result is not so bad: The hero thinks that the punishment he is given is
just “a small price to pay for the luxury of practicing truth”, and we, as readers, have
had some insights into human nature through his experience.

The author is not only a good storyteller but also a master of words. Overstatements

”ou

like “Two casualties for today”, “No judge delivering a sentence felt more pained and

helpless”, “He croaks like a dozen frogs”, “He is bellowing like a buffalo”, and others
add to the comic effect of the story.

Notes for teacher’s reference

R. K. Narayan (1906-2001): one of the well-known and most widely read Indian novelists
writing in English. He portrayed 20th-century Indian life, and his works were grounded in
a compassionate humanism and celebrated the humour and energy of ordinary life. He
lived to the age of 95, writing for more than 50 years, and publishing till he was 87. He
wrote 14 novels, five volumes of short stories, a number of travelogues and collections
of non-fiction, an English translation of Indian epics, and the memoir My Days. His works
were translated into every European language as well as Hebrew.

... the essence of human relationships consisted in tempering truth so that it might not
shock. (Para. 1): ... basically, to handle human relationships was to make the truth less
severe or cruel so that it would not hurt.
eg. The beauty of air travel consists in its speed and ease.

For her, happiness consists in watching television and reading magazines.

This day he set apart as a unique day... (Para. 1): He made this day a special day ...

eg. The separation of words into sense groupings is one of the things that sets this
dictionary apart.
What set her apart from the other candidates for the job was that she had a lot of
original ideas.

Teacher's Manual 2a



