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Over the years, astronomers ( FH{2¢%) have come up with several theories which attempt to
explain how the Earth ended up with the mysterious Moon as neighbor. One hypothesis ({§i%), for
instance, called a “daughter theory ” , claims that the Moon was once part of the Earth but separated
from it, like a giant dewdrop, some five million years ago, when the planet was still molten. The
“sister theory” suggests that the moon was formed in the same cloud of pre-planetary matter with the
Earth. The so-called “boyfriend theory” claims that the Moon was an independently- formed planet,
captured by the Earth’s gravity. But all these theories are unsatisfactory because they seem incapable of
the Moon’s size, its orbital characteristics and, mist importantly, its chemical make-up. The Moon is
very large comparison to the size of the planet (the Earth) it orbits. Its density, about three times that
of water, is much less than that of any of the planets. Its chemical composition, revealed by the
samples from the Apollo and Luna missions, is considerably different from that of the Earth.

Astronomers have recently developed a model which seems to explain all these mysteries ( #54)



the so-called “single impact” hypothesis. Their computer simulation shows the Moon could have been
formed as a result of a single, giant collision between a large body (somewhat bigger than Mars) and
the early Earth. According to this theory, both the Earth and the planet-sized giant rock had already
solidified and differentiated into a metallic core surrounded by a mineral coat ( mostly silicate fif: fi#
£h). Following the collision, which occurred about four and a half billion years ago at the huge
velocity of five kilometers per second, the shattered giant rock then spread out in Space. Its iron core
separated from the silicate coat and, about four hours after the initial encounter, fell down onto the
Earth’s surface. At the same time, the rest of the scattered fragments from the collision went to Earth
orbit. About twenty-four hours later, this matter became a closely gathered group by gravitational

attraction and formed the Moon. Our satellite was thus born as the result of a game of cosmic snooker!

According to the selection, some scientists seem to believe that

A. they have finally solved one of the most curious astronomical puzzles

B. the Moon is a natural satellite of the Earth

C. the spacemen would land on the Moon

D. the Moon revolves around the Earth
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No woman can be too rich or too thin. This saying often attributed to the late Duchess (/A B K
A.) of Windsor embodies much of the odd spirit of our times. Being thin is deemed as such a virtue.

The problem with such a view is that some people actually attempt to live by it. I myself have
fantasies of slipping into narrow designer clothes. Consequently, I have been on a diet for the better- or
worse-part of my life. Being rich wouldn’t be bad either, but that won’t happen unless an unknown

relative dies suddenly in some distant land, leaving me millions of dollars.

According to the passage, being thin .

A. is considered as beauty B. grows out of health concerns

C. needs exercises and balanced diet D. is pure vainglory ( HE5€)
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The United States is said to have a mixed economy because privately owned business and

government both play important roles. Indeed, some of the most enduring debates of American
economic history focus on the relative roles of the public and private sectors.

The American free enterprise system emphasizes private ownership. Private businesses produce
most goods and services, and almost two-thirds of the nation’s total economic output goes to individuals
for personal use (the remaining one-third is bought by government and business). The consumer role
is so great, in fact, that the nation is sometimes characterized as having a “consumer economy. ”

This emphasis on private ownership arises, in part, from American beliefs about personal
freedom. From the time the nation was created, Americans have feared excessive government power,
and they have sought to limit government’s authority over individuals-including its role in the economic
realm. In addition, Americans generally believe that an economy characterized by private ownership is
likely to operate more efficiently than one with substantial government ownership.

When economic forces are unfettered, Americans believe, supply and demand determine the
prices of goods and services. Prices, in turn, tell businesses what to produce; if people want more of
a particular goods than the economy is producing, the price of the goods rises. That catches the
attention of new or other companies that, sensing an opportunity to earn profits, start producing more of
that goods. On the other hand, if people want less of the goods, prices fall and less competitive
producers either go out of business or start producing different goods.

There are limits to free enterprise, however. Americans have always believed that some services
are better performed by public rather than private enterprise. For instance, in the United States,
government is primarily responsible for the administration of justice, education, the road system, and
national defense.

In this mixed economy, individuals can help guide the economy not only through the choices they
make as consumers but through the votes they cast for officials who shape economic policy. In recent
years, consumers have voiced concerns about product safety, environmental threats posed by certain
industrial practices, and potential health risks citizens may face; government has responded by creating

agencies to protect consumer interests and promote the general public welfare.

1. In Line 1, Paragraph 4, the expression “economic forces are unfettered” means
A. prices are determined by consumers
B. supply and demand are allowed to operate freely

C. economic regulations are not enforced



D. the economy is growing
2. The last paragraph tells us that
A. a mixed economy is guided by both individual citizens and the government
B. the role of the government in a mixed economy is more important than that of the consumer
C. individual Americans can influence the economy in multiple ways
D. the government does not regard the concerns of individual citizens
3. According to the text, the U. S. is sometimes called a “consumer economy” because
A. most goods and services are produced by consumers
B. privately owned business plays a major role in the economy
C. individual consumption plays a major role in the economy
D. consumers’ rights are very important in the U. S.
4. This text is mainly about
A. how average Americans view their economic system
B. the role of the government in the American economy
C. how supply and demand determine prices in the American economy
B. the roles of the public and private sectors in the American economy
5. From the first sentence of the third paragraph, we learn that
A. American political beliefs have influenced its economic system
American fear excessive governmental control of the economy

private ownership is important because of American beliefs in personal freedom

eaw

personal freedom is the basis for private ownership in the U. S.
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ownership is likely to operate more efficiently than one with substantial government

ownership.
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;2 In this mixed economy, individuals can help guide the economy not only through the

choices they make as consumers but through the votes they cast for officials who shape

economic policy.

F{ a3 ...individuals can help guide the economy...
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;3 ) In recent years, consumers have voiced concerns about product safety, environmental

threats posed by certain industrial practices, and potential health risks citizens may

face; government has responded by creating agencies to protect consumer interests and

promote the general public welfare.

F& a3 ...consumers have voiced concerns about product safety, environmental threats... and
potential health risks; government has responded to protect consumer interests and promote the general
public welfare.
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Competitors complain that Microsoft’s recent settlement of their antitrust case with the federal
government will do little to protect them or consumers from the software giant’s monopoly power. But
they hold out hope that state attorney generals could make the deal more restrictive. “My guess is that
all Bill Gates could do was to suppress a big grin when he held his press conference this morning,”
said Mitchell Kertzman, chief executive of Liberate Technologies, a rival provider of software for
interactive TV. “This settlement doesn’t come close to matching the scope of the violations of antitrust
law that Microsoft has been convicted of,” he added. “It was an inexplicably bad deal for the
government. ”

Microsoft and the Justice Department presented the settlement to a federal judge this Friday,
saying it would end the antitrust case in a way that would help the sagging economy. U.S. District
Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly agreed to review it and gave the 18 states involved in the case until
Tuesday to decide whether to accept the plan.

Several competitors called on the state attorney generals to insist on making changes to the

settlement. Sun Microsystems’ generl counsel, Michael Moms, said the Justice Department was
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“walking away from a case they had already won.” Paul T. Cappuccio, the general counsel for AOL
Time Warner, said the settlement “does too little to promote competition and protect consumers, and
can too easily be evaded by a determined monopolist like Microsoft. ”

The state attorney generals had been pressing for stiffer penalties, but on Friday, several said
some progress had been made. Among the key elements of the settlement, Microsoft would have to:

® Help rivals make products compatible with the Windows operating system, which runs 91% of
the world’s computers.

® Stop using exclusive deals with computer sellers to put competitors at a disadvantage.

® Let three in-house, independent experts monitor its compliance.

“We're quite disappointed. We believe that there are a lot of issues that havent been
addressed,” said Michael Mace, chief officer of handheld computer maker Palm, “which makes an
operating system that competes with one from Microsoft. ” Several tech executives said the settlement
was too focused on restricting Microsoft’s Windows monopoly, and not its broader business practices
and non-PC initiatives.

“This is a reward, not a remedy. It fails to terminate the illegal monopoly and fails to unfetter the
said Kelly Jo MacArthur, general counsel for Real Networks,

which makes music and video software threatened by Windows Media Player. “This agreement allows a

”

market from anticompetitive conduct,

declared illegal monopolist to determine, at its sole discretion, what goes into the monopoly operating

system in the future,” she added.

6. We can infer from the text that the main issue behind Microsoft’s antitrust case is the need
to boost a sagging economy
to limit the reach of Microsoft’s Windows operating system

to prevent Microsoft from monopolizing the computer industry

oo w e

. for Microsoft to assist its competitors in making products compatible with Windows
7. The comment from Michael Morris (Para. 3) implies that the Justice Department .
A. had just wrapped up a successful case
B. missed a chance to more stringently regulate Microsoft
C. was leaving most of the work to the state attorney generals involved
D. had failed in their mission to protect business competition
8. The fourth paragraph suggests that most of the state attorney generals .
A. were under pressure from Microsoft’s competitors to demand changes in the settlement
B. felt that the settlement was at least partially successful
C. felt the penalties against Microsoft were too harsh
D. believed that the settlement was a sign of progress for the computer industry
9. What provision of the settlement is meant to ensure its enforcement?
A. The review of a federal judge.
B. The review and approval by 18 state attorney generals.
C. The monitoring by independent experts installed at Microsoft.
D. The watchful eyes of Microsoft’s numerous competitors.
10. This text is mainly about :
A. the role of the federal government in managing disputes in the technology industry
B. Microsoft’s settlement of their antitrust case with the federal government

C. Microsoft’s monopoly over the computer industry



D. competitors’ responses to Microsoft’s antitrust settlement
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1) “Were quite disappointed. We believe that there are a lot of issues that haven't been

addressed,” said Michael Mace, chief officer of handheld computer maker Palm, which

makes an operating system that competes with one from Microsoft.
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32) This agreement allows a declared illegal monopolist to determine, at its sole discretion,

what goes into the monopoly operating system in the future.
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