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Preface

Richard John Lynn (#fF##)

Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto

Mr. Zheng Zhenwei is rapidly becoming a leading scholar of
Chinese and comparative poetics and textual criticism. Thanks to
his extensive training in both Eastern and Western traditions of
thought and literary expression, he brings to bear on issues of
literary analysis acute insight richly bolstered throughout by ref-
erences to an impressive array of primary and secondary sources.
These extend from the earliest records of human experience to
recent developments in cultural psychology and myth criticism.
Such wide-ranging interests and extensive training are here ap-
plied to what can be called the “Daoist poetics” of the Chinese
tradition. Ultimately inspired by and rooted in the Daodejing of
Laozi, this essential strand of literary thought and expression,
which extends from the Elegies of Chu [ Chuci], through the
early landscape poetry of the Six Dynasties era, the nature poetry
of the great Tang and Song masters, and later into the late tradi-
tional and modern periods, centers on attempts to transcend the
self, achieve unity with nature, tap into the powers of individual
and collective unconsciousness, and empower language to convey

ultimate truths.



Mr. Zheng succeeds wonderfully in tracing back such con-
cepts to the Daodejing, applying to this seminal text a sophisti-
cated range of hermeneutical approaches and critical insights
drawn from such Western figures as C. G. Jung, Erich Neu-
mann, Ernst Cassirer, Martin Heidegger, Claude Lévi-Strauss,
Mircea Eliade, Joseph Campbell, Wolfgang Iser, and Hans-
Georg Gadamer; from scholars of China working largely in the
West such as Rolf Stein, Fransiscus Verellen, Joseph Needham,
Livia Kohn, James, ]J. Y. Liu, Kristofer Schipper, and Donald
Holzman; from prominent Chinese scholars such as Zhu Guan-
ggian, Xu Fuguan, Chen Guying, Liu Wendian, Tang Junyi,
Liu Xiaogan, Qian Zhongshu, and Zhang longxi, among many
others, as well as from prominent Japanese historians of Chinese
thought and culture such as Shirakawa Shizuka (5 JI|##), Ikeda
Suetoshi (W FH A F]), Fukunaga Mitsuji(§87K 7)), and Ogawa
Tamaki(/NI| B4, all whose work has made lasting contribu-
tions to international sinology.

However, Mr. Zheng’'s own work is no mere pastiche made
up from the writings of others but instead is an impressive syn-
thesis of their findings as they are applied across a wide range of
contexts—all of which differ in various ways from the context
within which he conducts his own examination here. Such find-
ings he combines with his own new exploration of Daoism, which
is focused on why and how key Daoist interests and concepts
came to be used to inform Chinese literary thought and practice.
The course of this exploration leads us through examinations of
key issues, which include (but are not limited to) ; the ontologi-

cal status of the Dao, the affiliations between early Daoist



thought and primitive and mythological thought, statements
made in the Daodejing as they effect later aesthetic values, the
role of the feminine in the Daoist world view and its implications
for art and literature, the relationship between mystic vision and
poetic experience, and Daoist spatial consciousness as it evolves
into a vessel for perfect self-realization and boundless creativity.

Mr. Zheng's study is clearly organized and a delight to read.
The continuously changing array of perspectives he brings to
bear on issues and concepts is insightful and thought-provoking.
The subject of the affiliation between Daoism and Chinese literar-
y thought is daunting, for both aspects involve complex ideas
rarely formulated in terms of precise and coherent statement but
instead rely on various forms of often arcane discourse—analogy,
metaphor, suggestion, connotation and association. However,
Mr. Zheng provides us with a good clear road map through such
seeming impenetrability—a very considerable achievement, given
the overall degree of difficulty involved. Finally, although no
work will ever have “the last word” on such a subject, Mr.
Zheng's is without a doubt a significant “first word”, which
should stand the test of time as a fine pioneering effort that lays
down the right ground rules for further exploration—it will sure-
ly inspire and guide much more work in this most fascinating area
of Chinese and comparative cultural and literary studies for many

years to come.
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