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Summary

As one of the Volumes of Chinese Crops and Their Wild Relative Plants, this book listed plant species possibly
related to human life and development. It includes 10 446 wild and cultivated plant species including 96 subspecies
and 206 varieties which belong to 2 378 genus from 298 families. The wild plants are mainly native to China while the
cultivated plants maybe include some foreign species which have been cultivated in China for a long time. For each
plant species, the properties such as origin, distribution, main characteristics and potential utilization aspects are de-
scribed. All species could be divided into 12 groups based on their potential utilization purposes. There are 289, 575,
362, 1061, 1216,4 549,532,398, 1571, 522, 932 and 228 species in groups of food plants, cash plants, vegetables,
fruits, forages, ornamental plants, forest trees, honey plants, medicinal plants, field weeds, poisonous plants and eco-
system protection plants respectively. The total number of listed species is 12 235 because some species have more
than one potential uses.

This book provides valuable and necessary information on the plant species related to human life and develop-
ment for people whom are interested in research and use of plant resources. It could be as the reference for experts,
teachers and graduate students in universities and research institutes.
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