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Abstract: Today’s intricate political conditions in East
Asia is an obvious reminder that, the heritage of traditional
tributary system remains embedded in East Asia’s multiple
historical structure and continues its influence in a certain
way. The inseparable connection between history and the
present is the key reason why study on tributary system keeps
catching attention and constantly being reactivated. With the
abundant academic achievements accumulated by Chinese
and foreign scholars in the past decades, the primary task for
us is to conduct a comprehensive and in-depth review and
evaluation on them. Therefore, this paper tries to integrate
the existing research(especially focusing on International Re-
lations and History ) from academic world in mainland
China, Hong Kong and Taiwan, Japan, Korea and the U.S.
The author attempts to carry out the discussion from the fol-
lowing four aspects: (1) triple issue contexts. i.e. China’s
revolution, China’s rise and East Asia’s renaissance; (2) two
research orientations, seeking the similarity or difference;
(3) two interpretation dimensions, namely ritual and trade;
(4) two research deficiencies, attaching too much more at-
tention to sea than land, to macro-visional studies'than case
studies. Admittedly, this paper, as a literature review of the
history of academic thoughts, is merely an elementary
attempt at integration.

Key Words: Tributary System, Issue Context, Research
Orientation, Interpretation Dimension, Research Deficiency
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