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Portrait

By Huang Yuanzhao

Hu Yue, born in 1964, graduated from Beijing University of Civil Engineering
and Architecture in 1986, has been working in Beijing Institute of Architectural
Design since then. Now he is the chief architect of the Institute and the
National Architectural Design Master. In 2003, Huyue Studio was founded,
which was the first group of its kind in China, and the Studio became
independent to the Institute with the reform policy in 2005. After his studio was
established, Hu Yue has not slowed down his pace of architecture creation,
and he has been making successive achievements in his field. From materials
research to city space concern, and then to focusing on architecture methods
and Design Brief, he tries to develop his unique point of view, and through
such view to create a series of unique buildings.

In Beijing Institute of Architectural Design, Hu Yue has participated in
many projects creation. Beijing International Finance Building was his
representative works in 1990s, as a result he won various awards and
reputation in this field. This project is designed to respect both local
city’s existing contour and texture, the building is constructed in the form
of proper square blocks, and virtual and real buckled body are formed
between blocks, and the building's huge body impresses people with a
domineering sense, so this is some kind of KPF architecture firm. Since
the Finance Building serves as a financial institution, Hu Yue takes its
office and business functions into special consideration. In addition, he
applies modern building materials in facade and aluminum-alloy-window-
type glass curtain wall is used to show the design portfolio of traditional
ethnic patterns. He attempts to express the tradition’s lodging on a modern
basis with partial decoration, such architecture language and method are
quite different from his earlier design style of the double roof of Ying Tung
Natatorium which demonstrates concrete and abstract symbols. So, in
Beijing International Finance Building project, Hu Yue seems to transfer
his focus from large forms and symbols to small local parts and details on
the functional basis. His curtain wall design of ethnic patterns is to be in
accordance with Beijing authority's policy at that time on one hand, and
on the other hand he has been influenced by Paris Arabian Center design
by Nouvel. But under such dual influence, Hu Yue is actually not much
in favor of expressions of traditional symbol, metaphor, hint and regional
design tendency, sometimes under pressure of helpless reality he has to
make this type of design.

Interest in and study on materials and structure was Hu Yue's early design
focus. In Beijing International Finance Building project, he adopted a

nest type curtain wall system with 4mx3.6m decomposition units, and
applied traditional methods to fix units on steel frame, which was his initial
attempt to use such material. At the late 1990s, he went abroad for visit,
observed many buildings and had some thinking. Furthermore he read
various architecture magazines, so this was a great turning point in his
architecture thinking. At that time Hu Yue believed that Chinese architects
knew little about materials and structures.They were passive, and did not
take material and structure as the motive power for creation. So after his
thinking and reflection his architecture views changed from macroscopic to
microscopic, and from the whole to details. He began to attach his attention
to material and felt interested in glass, and conducted some research and
exploration of glass, and then used and tested such material in his design
creation. Wangjing Science and Technology Park (Phase Il) is Hu Yue's
achievement displaying of his study on glass curtain wall. According to
changes in size and function demand he created 4 kinds of glass curtain
wall: concealed frame unit glass curtail wall, compact rib glass curtain wall,
displayed frame and gradual-changed glass curtail wall, and double deck
channel glass curtain wall with transparent glass and printed glass. Glass
makes the building’s relationship among geometric volumes and their
counterpoints more clear.

In addition to use of glass material in Wangjing Science and Technology
Park (Phase Il), Hu Yue tended to adopt a minor design expression in
architectural language. He reverted the building to its original state, only to
express formation of simple geometric volumes. At the building top, Hu Yue
designed a large jettied and outrigger volumes. At that time there was no
similar design in China's construction industry, and Hu Yue was influenced
by the advanced architecture ideological trend. Hu Yue is such an architect
who greets trend and follows it closely. He attempts to pursue a single
geometric shape displaying in volume, thickness and weight. With pure use
of glass, the building tends to be modern and fashionable. In architecture
design, Hu Yue seems to pursue an expression that architecture distillates
itself to be a pure power in real life and environment so that it is able to
embody it a simple building but with a fashion taste and quality.

Hu Yue makes design from a perspective of pure research, testing and
developing materials, and gradually he leads the trend of construction,
and material selection influences his works ultimately. Glass, wire
netting, polycarbonate sheet, aluminum alloy square tube, reinforced
concrete to Hu Yue is like the plain concrete to Tadao Ando, paper to



Shigeru Ban, and corrugated metal panel to Shuhei Endo. Therefore,
Hu Yue is an architect who attaches special attention to material. Since
Hu Yue focuses his attention on the surface of materials and structural,
he attempts to develop an appearance-bias design line, namely on the
external surface of existing structure a new layer is added, but it is not
only a surface embodiment.Sometimes the surface also demonstrates
a mutual connection and relationship with internal space, or forms a
surface-building body. In Wukesong Baseball Center, on the dark grey
exterior wall, well-dense metal sheath is surfaced. In the renovation of
Shanghai Qingpu Stadium and Training Hall, three kinds of materials
are presented in a single layer of polycarbonate sheet with an upper
layer made with longitudinal and transverse weaving techniques over
the external surface of the buildings and a lower layer made with
aluminum alloy perforated plates and aluminum alloy square tubes.
In Shanghai UBPA Office Building for the World Expo, homogeneous
fenestration is used in each facade, different materials (fabric film and
aluminum alloy) volumes are interspersed with exterior paint color
changes, splicing and due to functional requirement.

Building No. 6 of New Campus of Beijing University of Civil Engineering
and Architecture is Hu Yue's recent new work. He seems to want to jump
out of surface-designed impression in this building that he tried before, so
he turned to focus on function and structure. In order to invest the building
with more use and flexibility, he designed the building with one floor, and
such design was out of functional consideration. Since this was one floor
building, it has no columns without steel structure, and it was made of
reinforced concrete. This project reflects ingenious combination of function
and structure. In order to create a large space, stiugjure application and
suitability are taken into deep consideration.

Although Hu Yue's works have shown some surface design tendency, he
does not deliberately highlight this characteristic. There is big difference
among his works. From the early Beijing International Finance Building and
Wangjing Science and Technology Park (Phase Il) to Shanghai Qingpu
Stadium and Training Hall and then to Building No. 6 of New Campus
of Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture, in aspects of
site condition and coping, use of materials, functional considerations and
strategy making, he takes different measures according to various projects.
According to specific condition he figures out design process and results.
In addition, from the works’ differences, it can be discovered that Hu Yue

seems not to position himself to certain design style. Once a project is
completed, he wants to break with its design influence, because he thinks
that the design shall develop with times. Therefore, as an architect he
should not confine himself to one style. When he just chooses to make
a design, he should follow design tendency to shorten his gap with the
most advanced culture, and pay more attention to fashion and future.From
his point of view, constructing building is designing future. Therefore, in
the present time, he always thinks of the design future, his architectural
attitude is the progressive and future tense, not the past tense.

Methodology is Hu Yue's doctoral thesis main research field and the
most important point that he concerns with. He attempts to figure out a
penetration point of designing from his method research and analysis.
Material that he showed his concern with before is only a part of his
design. Hu Yue wants to develop his methodology towards exploring
the future development trend and the social demand. Method is based
on initial demand, and solution is for solving problem. Therefore, he
is trying to detect problems. Before a project begins, he writes a task
statement himself, and in preparation of the task statement, he wants to
find unique problems about architecture.He takes those problems as the
key points for his creation to get unique perspective, and makes these
views expressed in architecture, so he is able to make his architecture
as unique and he can make his own value judgment and philosophical
perspective.

All Hu Yue's works produce strong visual effects.In addition to material
expression, there is bright color expression.For example, in curtain wall of
Wangjing Science and Technology Park (Phase Il), same blue and silver
colors are well-dense; in Shanghai Qingpu Stadium and Training Hall,
white, grey, black and yellow are showing respectively; in the exterior
wall of Shanghai UBPA Office Building for the World Expo, dark,gray,
grayish and red colors are lively mixed to present people with a very
strong sense of individualization and style. But style is not what Hu Yue
is pursuing. He thinks that building, either interior or exterior, must make
people feel comfortable, and he tries to create a sense of comfort out of
exterior buildings, because people are moving in the city that are made
of buildings, and the architect is the designer behind the city space and
has a sense of responsibility, so Hu Yue prefers to create comfortable and
relaxed outdoor space,which is one of his ultimate goals and his design
pursuit.
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H£ / Interior view
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SFEE / Master plan
£ / Interior view

1 4L 50 ¥ A J# / Beijing Cosco Building

2 th[E A R $R47 / The People's Bank of China

3 FE T & $R47/ Industrial and Commercial Bank of China
4 % E / The Cultural Palace of Nationalities

5 %3¢ [7R A% / Fuxingmennei Street

6 [# K 45 / Naoshikou Middle Street

Beijing International Finance Building is a large-scale real estate project developed by Beijing Dragon Atates Properties Co., Ltd, a subsidiary wholly-owned
by China Merchants Group. The mansion is mainly for offices and business operation of financial institutions.

Beijing International Finance Mansion is located on the south side of West Changan Street of Beijing and about 3 km to the Tiananmen Square. It is west to
Cosco Plaza and E-education Center, opposite to Beijing Long Distance Call Building and ICBC HQ in the north and at the south tip of Beijing Financial Street
Development.

The mansion consists of four relatively separate office buildings and two arc connection structures, arranged with 11 floors on the north side and 14 floors on
the south side. The four office buildings have the first floor arranged for bank lobby, the 2nd - 11th floors on the north and the 2nd -13th floors on the south for
offices and the 14th floor on the south for restaurant and equipment room. The mansion has two basements (B1 and B2), of which B1 is meant for treasury,
account storage, vault, garage, bike parking area and fast food restaurant and B2 for machinery room and garage.
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