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| gaped at the bizarre individual who ‘i
had just spoken these words. Was he
playing on my credulity ? Time would tell.
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Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea

Chapter 1

uring the year 1866, the world was shocked to hear stories of a sea monster

D attacking several ships that passed through the oceans. The governments of
many countries were quite interested in the matter.

The monster was said to be much larger than a whale. Most agreed that the mon—
ster's shape was similar to that of a whale, however. Some declared the mysterious ani—
mal to be nearly two hundred feet long; others swore the monster was more than a mile
long.

On the 20th of July 1866, a great ship was leaving India for Australia when it was
hit by the mysterious animal, and sunk into the ocean, only five miles off the east coast
of Australia. Just three days later, in the Pacific Ocean, the sea animal attacked anoth—
er ship.

Immediately after these frightening events, people all over the world were talk—
ing about the sea animal. Newspapers continually had new stories related to the mon—
ster. Scientists, news reporters, and many others wrote many pages about their views on
the newly discovered sea monster. For six months, people talked of nothing but the
mysterious animal.

During the first months of the year 1867, however, interest in the sea monster
seemed to decline a great deal. People were no longer curious to read about the sea

monster, until the 5th of March 1867, when another ship, Canadian, had been hit.
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Now, however, people began to believe this sea monster was not an animal, but
rather a small island in the sea that floated to various places in the ocean. The ship,
though, had not been hit terribly; it returned to its port for repairs. Had the ship hit a
rock under water? No one knew, but after a close examination, it was found that part of
the ship's bottom was broken. As this ship's accident was not serious, it should have

been forgotten. But three weeks later, another ship was again hit in the same manner.

On the 13th of April 1867, the second ship, a great British ship, was damaged,
after speeding through the ocean. The ship was then brought back to its port and ex—
amined. The engineers were astonished to find the same triangular hole as was in the
damaged Canadian ship just three weeks before. The hole had been broken through the
iron bottom of each ship in the same manner. This mysterious island moving throughout
the, oceans had easily made a hole through iron, over 18.3 inches thick.

This was the last straw, and it resulted in arousing public passions all over a—
gain. Indeed, from this moment on, any maritime casualty without an established cause
was charged to the monster's account. This outrageous animal had to shoulder re—
sponsibility for all derelict vessels, whose numbers are unfortunately considerable,
since out of those 3,000 ships whose losses are recorded annually at the marine insur—
ance bureau, the figure for steam or sailing ships supposedly lost with all hands, in the
absence of any news, amounts to at least 200!

Now then, justly or unjustly, it was the "monster" who stood accused of their dis—
appearance; and since, thanks to it, travel between the various continents had become
more and more dangerous, the public spoke up and demanded straight out that, at all
cost, the seas be purged of this fearsome cetacean.

During the period in which these developments were occurring, I had returned
from a scientific undertaking organized to explore the Nebraska badlands in the United

States. In my capacity as Assistant Professor at the Paris Museum of Natural History, |
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had been attached to this expedition by the French government. After six months in
Nebraska, I arrived in New York at the end of March with many' precious things to
take back to the museum in Paris. I was to return to France at the beginning of May.
Until then, T continued my studies of plants and animals.

I was perfectly abreast of this question, which was the big news of the day, and
how could I not have been? 1 had read and reread every American and European
newspaper without being any farther along. This mystery puzzled me. Finding it im—
possible to form any views, I drifted from one extreme to the other.

When I arrived in New York, the question was at the boiling point. The hypothe—
sis of a drifting islet or an elusive reef, put forward by people not quite in their right
minds, was completely eliminated. And indeed, unless this reef had an engine in its
belly, how could it move about with such prodigious speed? Also discredited was the
idea of a floating hull or some other enormous wreckage, and again because of this

speed of movement.

So only two possible solutions to the question were left, creating two very distinct
groups of supporters: on one side, those favoring a monster of colossal strength; on
the other, those favoring an "underwater boat" of tremendous motor power.

Now then, although the latter hypothesis was completely admissible, it couldn't
stand up to inquiries conducted in both the New World and the Old. That a private in—
dividual had such a mechanism at his disposal was less than probable. Where and
when had he built it, and how could he have built it in secret?

Only some government could own such an engine of destruction, and in these dis—
aster—filled times, when men tax their ingenuity to build increasingly powerful aggres—
sive weapons, it was possible that, unknown to the rest of the world, some nation could
have been testing such a fearsome machine. The Chassepot rifle led to the torpedo, and

the torpedo has led to this underwater battering ram, which in turn will lead to the
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