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PREFACE I »=-

From sweaty basements o hi-tech enterfainment temples — clubs have changed a lot from the beginnings fo now. With the
changes come new challenges. While club culiure is a global phenomenon, the energy and afmosphere is created by the
clubbers, which are rooted in their respective local culiures. This is also frue for clubs in Asia, which often are under the pres-
sure fo survive in a fransforming entertainment environment, offen by infegrating the needs of diverse audiences in one space
Unfortunately, too often the result is conceptual confusion. In order to avoid this, URBANTAINER had a look at the successful
yet authentic European club scene.

The URBANTAINER team developed Club OCTAGON's space branding concept with these considerations in mind. While the
oyverall concept is a reference to Europe’s fransformed posi-industrial spaces, the design concept is inspired by the octagonal
shape. With its prevalence in Korean Iraditional design, the designers and planners chose the octagon as design motfif be-

cause of ifs specific representation of a human between the elements of land and heaven

The molif runs throughout the club interior, the lighting, and it sefs the structural rules for construction. The octagonal shape also
allowed the designers fo create the effect of a coliseum withou! the difficulties that come with building in a completely circular
shape.

Whilst being opfimal for viewing the stage from all angles and producing superb acoustics, the OCTAGON allowed for the pres
ence of sfraight edges and thus betfer inclusion of technological equipment such as the Funkfion-One surround sound system
In URBANTAINER's world, design is understood as a creative process of communication within @ certain situation, rather than
appluing templates just because they work. Maintaining this mindsef can be a challenge, but the results are always worth the
extra effort, This is especially true for the realization of projects in the dunamic Megacities of Asia.

MiBFA TEE BRI RN RAER—S TN —FHRE
EELRETREZ. TUNENHERTHNkE. BREFX
KBERA—MERAR, ERSARRMNBENNANSFLD
HRFEANXkzH. XREFERTENNSRT, XL
BEMEEN, EIRE—NZEPREZ R FRREERSR
i, MRBEFLRE. FENR, IHNEHTESERS
LHPREL. N TEEXMIER, URBANTAINER HIRITSE T M
BARBEIERNIKMN ST

EER FiREEK, URBANTAINER IEBAFF4 T OCTAGON
ST ERBES. SREGNEESSRTIONELENET
WkziE, ERITESHREIRE FN\BENERK. BE/\B
FESEEGRITHNIZAA, RITEMAKEERR/ \ BT

ERRITERE, BA/N\BERRMTEZ BMALNEESRR.
ENEERZT RAMAMRITRRARIT, HEm@TED
BRNERENE. BN/\BENRRES FRITPEIE—FTES
BRRER, BAERE— I ZENEFR.
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SRt Mk, EERSIERMNENBNHRESH. X—
ﬁEWﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%tﬁﬁ%EﬁﬁE¢Wﬂ%tﬁ%$n7

EURBANTAINER}

A FUN CONTAINER FOR THE CITY

URBANTAINER Co., Ltd
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Hayes Slade, James Slade
Slade Architecture

The design of a club space, and especially a TOP CLUB, requires consideration of the emotional nature of leisure and
recreation, Success for these venu Is driven by a ¢ ollection of infertwined attributes that are ‘\‘1\‘1“‘1,7‘ k:uij;‘“,(d“vu and often
uagea  inanir Sy

In this world. there is fremendous lafitude and at the same lime, there are few rules that point definifively fo success. Often
the appeal stfems from the credtive balance of seemingly confradictory qualiies: welcoming/seleciive, utfing-edge/familiar,

authenticArendu, interestina/background. The merging of design, operalions, program and service [0 creaie a uniiied

armosphere is a con plex interaction that defies codification. As a resull, these ¢ lubs and hospitality spaces embody the

multifaceted nature of interior design in a parficularly challenging way that spans from science fo logisfics fo ar

Part fanfasu, part function ilifu. the clut space fers a sfage sel ror a Nor ripted experience. Design ar every level is central to

sefting the fone: from the largest scale, where flow and spatial configuration guide social inferactions down o the smallest detail
f el m rnail place visitors in a specific mindse!

2FF, ARHEMBLFNSERT, BELRALNRRE S AXANFE, 2 EROMETRE, RAMKSME. A,
RIERAFIE. kbiﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂ'}ﬁj{ﬁiﬁﬂx}%? RSB ERNEN, 1 XERFNSAEEU—FEIEEREMNTR, MARIZELE
Hixeesstt 2IFR I, 5% ] A9 1 BT R EL R Lo FEHBEFEARG, BRSEBRTERRITHSHEARR.
HEFTHIHERE, url'iik?f%;e[%])"l‘%]‘ 5ikER, fEARLTA BTN ARKLTIRENE, ST EERHET — P EINFRNES.
HANHTS. B, 2FHBHRETELUFBOERZE  SENBIHTLANEATSER: XL, BERENZE
WEMNEE. ARENE. AASEE. HIBSNE. 5IAER REIISEMR: X L, @HRREREEAE—MT
S5REEH. FiRit. 0T BEFNRSEARR, tlERE—F  EROSE
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URBANTAINER Co., Ltd

Team
Jiwon Baik, Younjin Jeong, Hyungsuk Lee, Semi Kim, Gay-
oung Lee, Yoonyoung Chang

Area
2,600 m?

Location
New Hollfop Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Club OCTAGON answers the client brief of renovating 2,640 m* over two
levels of guited hotel basement fo create a high tech audiforium, club, lounge
and restaurant that pur music and people’s experience first. URBANTAINER
developed a new type of multi-space for enfertainment, socializing, and
subculture thar was lacking in the Korean market, Concepiually every detall
of Club OCTAGON works with the octagonal form from the corporate identity,
including the layout, 4D Media Lighting, modular seating, to even the ice
buckers in each of the VIP rooms.

The space facilifies include the main floor dance floor and entertainment hall,
three bars, open kitchen, mezzanine private VIP bunkers, 2nd floor VIP lounge,
2nd floor 2nd stage lounge, silent room, and women's powder room. Some of
the most famous clubs in Europe ulilize the raw and empty space of factories,
power sfafions, and prisons. In these spaces, the club is a place where
culture can reinvent ifrself and celebrate the party scenes inhabitating them.

C lub OCTAGON

4D Media Light
URBANTAINER Co., LTD+NASA Facfory ( James Powderly,
Narim Lee, Eunjeung Son)

Photographer
Sun Namgoong

The design concept for Club OCTAGON was based on the energy of
these spaces, instead of aiming to be Seoul's next frendy club. The lack
of converted warehouses and facfories as creative mulfiuse spaces in
Korea inspired URBANTAINER fo create their own whilst including the glossy
and fechnological elements that are @ must for the wired Korean market.
URBANTAINER considers this design sforytelling, imaginatively fulfilling
desires, in this case inspired by European club culure and its converted
spaces, by orchestrating the mood through design. With the concept of
a factory in mind, the club relies on limired materials and colors only. The
minimal design with elements like exposed steel beams, elevaror shaff, fire
prevention system, ventilation, and epoxy cement floors fo allow focus on the
programmatic content of the events, while keeping alive the exciterment of the
raw energy of old school raves.
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