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WUnder the, Same, Roof/

« Partj || Getting)readyy

The family, being the basic living unit of society, is the social group with which every individual is
most closely connected. On the whole, families in the world can basically be divided into four types:
joint families, nuclear families, enlarged families and incomplete families, among which nuclear
families are becoming more and more popular with the rapid economic development in most

countries.

The following words and phrases will appear in this unit. Listen
carefully and study the definitions.

RTINS

10.
11.
12.

13.

. kindergarten: a school or class for young children, usually four to six

years old, that prepares them for the first grade
nursery school: a school for very young children, usually three to five
years of age
kid: a child or young person
coo: speak gently and lovely
wedding: the act or ceremony of becoming married
bride: a woman who has just been married or is about to be married
pick up: stop for and take or bring (person) along with one
stability: steadiness, the state of being not likely to separate, break down
or fall apart
discipline: n. strict control to enforce obedience; punishment
v. control, train, punish
relationship: a romantic or sexual involvement
lenient: merciful, not severe in disciplining, punishing, judging, etc.
Spare the rod, spoil the child.: A child who is not punished will become
undisciplined and unruly.

barsh: unpleasant, unkind, cruel or more severe than is necessary
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B You are going to hear some people talking about pictures of their
families. Listen carefully and identify which of the following pictures
each person is talking about.

1. Picture two 2. Picture one
3. Picture four 4. Picture three

Audioscript:

1. Woman:

This is my family. I'm married. My husband’s name is Bill. We
have two children — a boy and a girl. Our little girl is six years
old, and our little boy is four. Jennie goes to kindergarten,
and Aaron goes to nursery school. My father lives with us.
Grandpa’s great with the kids. He loves playing with them and
taking them to the park or the zoo.

This is a picture of me and my three sons. We’re at a soccer
game. Orlando is twelve, Louis is ten, and Carlos is nine.
All three of them really like sports. Orlando and Louis play
baseball. Carlos is into skating.

This is my wife June, and these are my three children. Terri
on the right is the oldest. She’s in high school. She’s very
involved in music. She’s in the orchestra. Rachel — she’s the
one in the middle — is twelve now. And this is my son Peter.
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4. Woman:

Unit

Under the Same Roof

He’s one year older than Rachel. Rachel and Peter are both
in junior high school. Time really flies. June and I have been
married for twenty years now.

This is a picture of me with my three kids. The girls, Jill and
Anne, are both in high school. This is Jill on the right. She’ll
graduate next year. Anne is two years younger. My son Dan is
in college. It seems like the kids are never home. I see them
for dinner and sometimes on Saturday mornings, but that’s
about it. They’re really busy and have a lot of friends.

You are going to hear a young lady talking about the relationship
between brothers and sisters. After that several questions will be
asked. Find the right answers as quickly as possible according to the
notes you have taken while listening.

1. a. 1. b. 2. c. 3. d. 4.

2. a. Happy. b. Calm. c. Hateful. d. Jealous.

3. a. He gotvery angry. b. He laughed a lot.

c. He beat his daughter. d. He asked his wife to punish the girl.

4. a. 16. b. 17. c. 15. d. 50.

5. a. In England. b. In Brazil.

c. In France. d. In Australia.

6. a. The bride’s brother. b. The lady’ brother.

c. The bride’s father. d. The bride’s good friend.

Audioscript:

Woman:  Well, my brother was six years younger than I, and er, I think
that when he was little I was quite jealous of him. I remember
he had beautiful red curls (772)... my mother used to coo over
him. One day a friend and I played, erm, barber shop, and, erm,
my mother must have been away, she must have been in the
kitchen or something () and we got these scissors and sat
my brother down and kept him quiet and (strapped him down)...
That’s right, and cut off all his curls, you see. And my mother
just was so upset, and in fact it’s the... I think it’s one of the few
times I’ve ever seen my father really angry.

Man:  What happened to you?
Woman:  Oh... I was sent to my room for a whole week you know, it was

terrible.
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‘Woman:

Questions:

But was that the sort of pattern, weren’t you close to your
brother at all?

Well as I grew older I think that er I just ignored him...

What about... you’ve got an older brother too, did... were they
close, the two brothers?

No, no, my brother’ just a couple of years older than I... so
the two of us were closer and we thought we were both very
grown up and he was just a... a kid... so we deliberately, I think,
kind of ignored him. And then, I left home when he was only
still a schoolboy, he was only fifteen (7272) and I went to live in
England and he eventually went to live in Brazil and I really did
lose contact with him for a long time.

What was he doing down there?

Well, he was a travel agent, so he went down there to work...
And, erm, I didn’t, I can’t even remember, erm sending a card,
even, when he got married. But I re... I do remember that
later on my mother was showing me pictures of his wedding,
’cause my mother and father went down there (uh hub) to the
wedding, and er, there was this guy on the photos with a beard
and glasses, and I said, “Oh, who’s this then?” ’cause I thought
it was the bride’s brother or something like this (7)... and my
mother said frostily. “That... is your brother!” (laughter)

1. According to the passage, how many brothers does the lady have?

2. When the sister saw her mother coo over her younger brother, how did

she feel?

3. What’s her father’s reaction when he got to know that the sister had cut

off her younger brother’ hair?

4. How old was her younger brother when she left home?
5. Where did her brother eventually live?
6. Who was the guy on the photos with a beard and glasses?

vt Rating

From ancient times to the present, human beings are never free from personal problems.
Fortunately, in modern society, one can always seek help or advice from a variety of sources such
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Under the Same Roof
as psychologists, TV programs, radio hot lines and so on and so forth.

;@ In this section you are going to hear a telephone conversation on a
" radio program called “Phone-In".

1. First listen to some names.
Tessa Colbeck Maurice Rex  Rosemary Christine
Brighton Manchester Norfolk

2. Now listen to the conversation. While listening for the first time, add
more key words in the left-hand column. After the second listening,
answer the following questions.

M . e e QueSﬁm ’
personal problems 1. Apart from the radio presenter, how many
studio people are invited on this program?
agony () column "R,
Fiash magazine 2. Who is Doctor Maurice Rex?
embarrassing ] . .
rough He is Student Medical Adviser at the
University of Norfolk.
3. If you live in London, which number
should you ring?
2222122,
4. How old will the caller be in two months’
time?
Fifteen.

5. How long does it take the caller to walk
from her friend’s house to hers?
About ten minutes.

6. What'’s the name of the caller’s friend?
Christine.

7. Why doesn’t the caller’s dad allow her to
stay out late?
Because he is worried and is afraid that it
may not be safe.

8. If the caller doesn’t come home on time,
what will her dad do?
He will not let her go out again.

9. Maurice gives advice to the caller. What is
it?
Maurice advises her to sit down quietly
with her dad and have a chat about it.




