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Deepening and Widening on American
Jewish Literature

—An Interview with Professor Qiao Guoqing

Gao Limin, Qiao Guogiang
(School of Foreign Studies, Shanghai Lixin University of Commerce, Shanghai, 201620,
China; School of English Language, Shanghai International
Studies University, Shanghai, 200083, China)

Abstract  This is an interview with Professor Qiao Guogiang,a distinguished scholar in

O ®FIA981 ), L, B (R R eEBEAMEFBEUFIN . BESET5 . R E S0
@ FrEEA957 ). B WREHA. EEIEERFREIEFBeEE LA S0, EE# TR
FA L FRNERSEICFE BURER TGS G A BT TAE.



American Jewish Literature studies. In this interview, Professor Qiao traces back his life in A-
merican Jewish Literature studies and based on his experience in academic research,and illus-
trates the features of American Jewish Literature and the problems we should pay attention
to. When referring to Singer,a famous American Jewish writer, Professor Qiao not only points
out new perspectives on Singer studies, but also makes a comparative analysis on Singer, Bel-
low,Malamud and Roth and a contrast study on American Jewish writers of old and new gen-
erations. To the issue of Jewish identity, Professor Qiao indicates it is Jewish writers’ survival
strategy to create novels on Jews, but refusing the title of Jewish writers. Finally, Professor
Qiao expresses his opinions on the problem of space and discloses unique characteristics of city
in American Jewish writers’ writings. His original view on American Jewish Literature is
highly beneficial to our studies on American Jewish Literature.

Key words American Jewish Literature; Singer;Jewish identity; Space; City
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FIEVEIN ;2011 % 2012 48, A3 B3 W HF K5 Leverhulme 5 [R #4#%2. i) 3=
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@ Saul Bellow,“Nobel Lecture” in Saul Bellow. It All Adds Up: From the Dim Past to the Uncer-
tain Future ,pp. 93—94.

@ Sanford Pinsker,“Saul Bellow in the Classroom.” College English ,34,7 (April,1973),p. 982.

@ Cf. Nina Steers, “Successor to Faulkner?” Show, September, 1964, pp. 36 —38;also in Gloria L.
Cronin and Ben Siegel (eds. ) ,Conversations with Saul Bellow,pp. 28—29.
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@ Saul Bellow.“In Memory of Bernard Malamud,” in Benjamin Taylor (ed. ) ,Saul Bellow Letters
p. 435.

@ Cf. Michael Kramer (ed. ), New Essays On Seize the Day.pp. 7—8.

@ Bellow in Chirantan Kulshrestha, “ A Conversation with Saul Bellow,” in Conversations with
Saul Bellow,pp. 90— 1;also in Ruth Miller, Saul Bellow : A Biography of the Imagination ,p. 41 and in
Michael Kramer, New Essays on Seize the Day ,p. 8.

@ Michael Kramer (ed. ), New Essays On Seize the Day ,p. 7.

® Bellow in Chirantan Kulshrestha, “ A Conversation with Saul Bellow.” in Conversations with
Saul Bellow,p. 91;also in Saul Bellow,“The Swamp of Prosperity,” Commentary 28,1959,p. 79 and in
Michael Kramer. New Essays on Seize the Day.p. 8.
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